bic

1. [Decause of subject's importance in the
Alr force, (51 has conductes the investigation of him
in surope. Two individuals interviewed by GSI there
nave verified subject's rosition as inister o Culture
in the Bela fun Government of dungary during 1919,

5. ;'ail cover on _subiject reflects he is
in contact with one " ie:s York who is
crparently identica

v

b1C

4. Lew York Conjficdential Informant” ..‘
fias advised thit he met subject once in 1245, VENRTTT

time he was impressed with subject's jovorable rezction bz
to zussian Communist domination of EFuncary and Jor that

reason, nepergrecontacted subject. lLew York Confidential b"lD
Informant althouch he cid not snow subject g
rersonally, S¢ates he tad ceard that subject and several J e
other assistants oj a sung.ri.n Frofessor J-ined the i
Sela sun regcime in iuacary cs ¢ result of the Frofessor's

+
?

AT Y

4

2 -
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influence over them. . Cther Neuw York informants,
th the Bela Kun regime in

althouch acyuainted wi
Hungary, have been unagble to tdentify subject.

' - O0SI itnvestigation in Lurope identified
- ”as tie original G-2 informant who reported -
) subject s _past affiliation wi

th the Bela Kun Govern-
ment., ~when recently interviewed, denied having

n

Jurnisnea such information and stated he met Vo
g r_ubout one year ago at the residence of

" uwhich resgjc fad attended with Severa
invitation for the purpose

0 indicate tha
Spearing javorably of the fact that the Hu
people were presently living under a Communist
and were apparently voluntarily so doin
that " the guests rem

subjec
ngarian
Government
ecalls

ic
p10

en

SCOon.: . he jo
— attendance be

owing rersons who were

interviewed:

Bufiles ref
4, 1842, uiich lists
broucht to the United &TQ es
hecause of his ercellent bac




(100-89-5¢-139)

‘ Y¥0 has also recom-ended that the follouing
he intervieued concerning subject:

s aole, )lassachusetts

a recent letter, Eoston advised that
3 = erative during several recent
LNTEervieds. houvever, has-a long background
of as.ociation with Communists aend it is noted that he
has fatled to volunteer injerration concerning his
" Fast ascociates cnd has stated that althouch he deszres
to cooperate with the Surecu, he will not act as
injorz . iie has been relzably descrzbed
and is associgted

(100-547660)

Jiles reflect that he is
roncly anti-Soviet altnou h it does not appear that
he has ever been used as a source oj information.

(105-11669-7‘
100-89-158;
100-89-Section 3)

-4 -
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RECCLYLNDATICNS

))
b’lD : « Thzt iew York be authorized to interview
—co rninc ect and th.t L}C be authorized

b’lc 10 1nterview Jor the sime purpose in

the event their jiles ao no reflect injormation unavaila-
ble to the Bureau which makes such interviews inadvisable.

If you acree, taere is attached an ar,ropriate
Cox unication to Los angeles angd auxilicry officese.
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e
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ftiachment

e e
Do
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FORM 4O. ¢

Tins cacx omesivanen av ' 10S ANGELES .
NEPORT MADK AT » DATE WikN |
o ) MADE
WASHINGTON, D. C. "AJG 2 1951'
- E— .

N ,A,,A(,.,T .-"___, e e
THEIJMRE VON KARMAN, was.

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: r

s met subject only - | . b/

" twice, unacquainted with his political..

7 . ot
C VY/ b'lC activities in Commmuni st S‘F RE\'f”“ N '
sympathies. m’w conversed ADD. DiSSiiiiii/

: ~ b’lD with subject appro y four times -

since 1942, considers him strongly
]- pro-Soviet and questionable se

risk. Subject has admitted to
role in Hungary under Kun regime but m"t
discounted any sympathies for that 8Y
government. Visited in Hotel room,

D. C., by three Russians shortly after
return from Europe, 1945, pertinehce
of visit not knom. No record re ;

i b1¢ WFO.
';;f/ -nc,.}’: - '\ ;/:'}"?u:l)
S Jett v -RUC -
! ’}( /.q ,
DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C.

Uz )
who came to 3‘?
f’lC the Unite s irom Hungary in the la O's, advised that he had )
b heard of subject by reputation generally as a fine mathematician and

ble scientist, bme knows nothing of his background or %
clinations. first met subject at the apartment of
in Washington around 1949 where, at the latter's invitation, seve

Hungarian Scientists convened for the purpose of— '

. v, - NT .
A ORWARDED. ‘ ‘ 4 Z de:! A4 z‘? iﬂ c.u::: . DO NOT WRITK IN. THKSK SPACKS

— COPIES OF THIS REPORT Lee- | : . . r
(é Bureau (100-372586) a Sk o
3.~ los Angeles (105-863) il sy i

1- New York (mufo) (65-67) S 7f-Ly %
2-Uaahi "Field <

Sl ;.“"PY IN FILE

UPROPERT!OFFBI-MconﬁdonhaI report and its content? a loanodto_you y the
ﬁlandarenoﬂobodntribubdoumdoofagencytowhldnloamd,




ugh most of th rsation na urally con-
cerned general- scienta.ﬁc matters.wﬂdld not recall any remark .

by the subject during the evening 3 any Plf°'~‘ ._;';_t_. °,1' 2
Soviet implications. SR COmmmi

Etated that at this time he had been doing some .
experimen in his own field and discussed with the subject the
possibility of the'latter. afford:.ng him an introduction or recommenda-
tion to the Navy Department in order that he might have an entree
with this department by which h 0ssibly gain a contract for
experimental work. According subject agreed t

a letter to the Navy

KA M AR

ity where he visited
latter‘s Hotel room, the name of the Hotel not being recalled. The
visit was of short duration and some general conversation was held

between the two men in addition to the somewhat techni sion

- of the aforementioned experimentation in which
engaged. According to he has not corresponded with or seen

subject since this latter mee ngs; and that as a result of his slight
acquaintance with him, he would be unable to give any opinion as to the
latter possessing pro-Communist or pro-Soviet tendenciess During their
discussions, he had never observed anything on’ the part of VON KARMAN

‘which would lead him to believe that the latter was engaged in any

subversion or questionable activity..

stat;ed that he

had never met subject prior to 1942 or 1943, although he had heard of -

him by his professional reputation, and that it was also generally -
known in Hnngaria.n circles that VON KARMAN had been involved with the
Kun: goverment, and that at its overthrow, ‘he had left Hungary. .

/ma D




' WFO- 100-22923

' The exact details of this involvement were not known to
-could he attribute such information about subject to any
individual, 4 B ' ‘ . )

) Tn 1942 or 19l
4 A at as “he and
Ject were ol Hungarian birth and professional men, they would

probably enjoy becoming acquainted. Subject at the time was re- -
sidirg in some Hotel in Wash @ with his sister JOSEPHINE,.and =
they were introduced through who is not believed.to be

par y friendly nor well acqualnted with subject. According

to he met subject probably two or three times thereafter

in atterts Hotel in Washington, during which time their conversg-
tion concerned general world conditions and the "old country, Hungary.
The last time that they met was in 1945, shortly after subject had

returned from Europe and had evidently visj J5sia. At this time, as
- on the previous occasions, subject calle at his h in-
vited him to his Hotel room. On the partic evening,

nor - .
particular = _

went
to the Hotel, and as was the custom, went directly to subject's room
where he knocked on the door. The door was opened by the subject, who
appeared somewhat abashed and chagrined, and rather apologetically
stated that he had had visitors who had remained lo n he had
expected; but that they were then ready to leave. mzs ushered
into the room and introduced to three men, all of Whom had Russian
names, and either spoke in Russian or in English with a distinct
Russian accent. Immediately after the introduction, the men'each.
picked up a briefcase and de ' e names and descriptions of
- these men are not recalled b who further stated that he was
certainly not in a position t at there was anything amiss in
the men being in KARMAN's apartment, although at the time, it did
appear to him to be extremely suspicious due to the fact
had juet returned from a trip abroad and was, as known tomu
engaged in-rather highly important work of a technical nature for
this government in

even though the exact nature of the -
work was not known ms&,jeét never offered any explanation
concerning the presen e men, mor did he thereafter elude to -
them. . Throughout his meetings with subject, the latter had always
appeared to be very favorably disposed toward and sympathic to ‘the
Soviet Union, and upon the occasion of their last meeting in the Hotel

s Jyevo




WO 100-22923

room, ‘he-was profuse in his pralsmg of that nation and apparently could
find. nothing to criticize concermng Russia., S : -

, Sub;;ect was not known to be, nor to have ever been, a member
of the Communist Party either in Hungary, Germa.:w, or the United 8tates,
but it wz':-lmpressmn that the latter possessed definite pro-
Soviet leanings, and as a result th 8 a very questionable security
risk. The subject had mentioned wﬁ:hat he had held a position -
in the educational field during the Kun regime but mentioned that he had
never been a Communist Party member nor an-actual functionary in the
regime, and it wa“ opinmion that it is guite possible that his

reasons for becoming 1 d with the Kun regime might well have been
opportunistic as well as motivated by any 1deologica.1 considerations.

_ stated that on a number of occasions subject has called
‘him at his h der to make future appointments to meet with him,
but that he ,H‘has assiduously advoided KARMAN due to the
disquieting I'eeling that KARMAN viet, and that consequently,
they have not subsequently met. stressed that he would be

unable to definitely prove or refer to specific instances wherein KARMAN
had appeared to him to be pro-Soviet, and that other than as stated
above, this opinion was based on the general feeling which he obtained
from his conversations with subject.

- ~Indices of t i n Field Office reveal no information
identifiable with '

/ma 1%

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETTON T0 THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -
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w eal OSI and Assistant Adttorney General McInerney. “The mat
7

"“t to OSI & G-2. Therefore, in ormation ro
3955&14 érning subjects is not be{ng inclﬁdcd f =

100-378586 — | . | CovpyErTIA
67 ( ' YIA LIAISON

Date: Septembder 8, 1951

Tos Director oj' Spccuz Iuvuttgattou. P
The Inspector Geaeral 354-24Y
Department of the Atr Force

The FPentagem <
Yashingten, D. C. _ “——éﬁ

From: J. Edgar Hoover - Dtnetor, Federal Duncu of Iu ,

LLa¥20US = INFORVATION CONCERNING

New York City, called at the New
on August 6, 1951, and advised
who cane to the Untted States
U. §. mtlttory authortities an fnventfon vhfch he otctcd he

prevtously discussed with I'r. Theodore Von tanu, Chatraca,
Sctcnttfto Advtsory C u

after hts arrfwal fa tA

pn ranch, tlttary Flannin fuviston, w
Juartermaster Corps, Washiagton, D. C. #cfcrnd N\
to Reed Research Incorpora shingson, L. Co, but (Q’
reenents were consumatad by with that cencers.
Jurther stated shat Von Xar also attenpted to Aave
nventions develeped through derojet, an organizsation
in which Yon Karwman has an interast.

were Communists but I}f
substantiate this al ﬁdi’tnm

Note: Inter a1 t{ R investigation is being
conduc ted by-‘Buréa‘anon pg Karman. Due to his highly
placed postitton, reports are being disseminated only ¢

p referred to in this communication has no connection w
-ﬂ' current investigation of Von Karman but should be

tion. LNACA not being advtsed tnasmuch as



article appearin
entitled,

that data ®as previously furafe
to both Von Xarman but apparently no action was sake
€ txpression that the U. &, mi. '

Jor some time leaving $he :
l authorities lost many years ta this dcvclomnt.:._

' —cttuptcd to point out the simtlarity betwee

\O’lc/ icle and his experiences by astating theat Yea Karmen
%&ad discouraged him whereas he delieves that Afs -

“lnve would be of value to the U. S. milttary cuthorities.

The information contained herein is being fnrauhcd
fo%nfidcnttal use. Ko further actien with respect
to

corplaint is contemplated by the Federal Bureau of
one

E
L Investiga

¢c -~ 4Lssistant Chiesf of Staff, G=&
Depariment of the Army
. The tentagon .
¥ashington, D. C.

Attentton: Chief, Security Division
cox r.r%'mz. - VIA LIAISON

b1C
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 . N

On August 6, 1951,
living at the Holland Hotel, ork City,
at the New York Office with his mother. said that he had
previously made complaints about the above-named individuals to
both the Los Angeles and Washington Field Offices and desired to
furnish additional infcrmation.

O the United States
s mother sometime The purpose of his visit to the
Unit;ed States was to exhi e American military authorities

an invention which he had previously discussed with Dr. VON KARMAN
when VON KARMAN w.s in Europe.

This invention primarily wa

galso invented what he callsm;
and he in ed w=s of much more use to t ary authorities -

than his first inventione

After coming to the Uni ed
R by

he Army Quartermaster
3cussed his first invention with
in having the Reed Research,

who attempted to interest
of 1048 Potomac Street, :
Decatur 7000, which firm ndicated could help
manufacture of his invention, look at this invention®

in the

; . e '{:33 - _ (::
cc: Los Angeles Rl:CORl‘)&D,\ y 2 L L G
Washington Field \Q@ , i/60- 274570 |
BDM:MZ 4 Ocl 7 '\‘; _l -!- "’{ .‘ - ’v-’ ~ /. ;-ts;?

100-0 cete N Lt sesy T = - LT

\ - -



~ - - , L
e mof Reed a—
u was dissatisiied and nothing came of the
negotiations. - ’ ,

Letter to Director, FBI
NY #100-0

VON KARMAN whose home address is 1501 Marengo Avenuse,
Pasadena, California, is also the chairman of the Scientific-
Adv¥isory Committee of the Air Force and has office space in
Room L4C, 340 at the Pentagon.

After came to the United States and dis

his inventions with VON KARMAN, VON KARMAN tried to get“
to have the inventions developed throughrZérojet, a California

firm with which MAN supposedly was affiliated. During
iscy 8 4

eves that both of these individuals are Communists
{e nas no specific information to substantiate this statement
that they_gre Communds althongh he nointed out an article

en ad i*ie N _ANnNnes 2 11’] the

lwno _notes in his article

: e 1niormation abou as given to both
of the above-mentioned indiViduals and 8t apparently no
action was taken for sometime, leaving the impression that

the United States military authorities lost many years ' time

in failing to go ahead with ormation which they received
from the German Scientist. attempt the
sinilarity between the statements made byMaxﬁ his
own experience, saying that both of these ave -
definitely discouraged him with his two investions and that he
believes both of the inventions would be of material assistance
to the United States military authorities and yet no action has
been taken to date.

*noted that both of his inventions had bteen
patented a e United States patent office in Washington, D.C.
end that he is represented by the patent law firm of Bacon and

Thomas, New York City.

The above is being furnished for the information of
the Bureau.
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THEQDORE VON KARMAN, Wase 3

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

ﬂﬂ rﬂg?ﬁ stated he has no Khowledg
v subject was sympathetic to Bela Kun reg:i.me in
Hungary, 1919.

pos:.tz.on of Secretary of Ministry of Ed

_\l
T l So f above information not known to
- : : ﬁnever talked with subject concerpine
merience in Bela Kun regime :

subject had been connected with
regime Hungary in 1919, where held
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Cin, 65-115

DETATIS: ‘ AT DAYTON, OHIO

,  Germany. During the winters while associated
with this College, the subject spent some time in the United States where
he was associated with the California Institute of Technology. Sometime
during the middle 1920's the subject acted as an advisor to the Japanese,
but it is not known whether he acted in this capacity for the Japanese -

Government or for some private industry in Japan,

and it was on
was in personal contact

ms h! no con!c! vnl! !:un| s in person or by correspo!nce,'

stated it was common lmowledge-
% subje been associated with the Bela
Kun regime in in 1919, As recalls, the subject held the

ucation during the Bela Kumm .

position of etary of the Minis

regime, &mﬂd not furnish the sour but

sta i on knowledge and everyonew
*accepted this fact. The Bela gime in Hungary was considered

a2 Communist one, although he, stated he could not prove

this statement.
-continued that

.. /D




Cino 65"1]1[5 :

vised he has always admired -
the subject as a man vast knowledge in the scientific
fields According to has an excellent character, but

whether or not he is a C t or was in sympathy with the Bela Ken - .
regime in Hungary, he has no knowledge or way of detenml.ni.ng ;

this fact, |
?stated that during the time he was
re were both "right" and "left® ===

Neither element qye

REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN
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Office Memorandum

TO

FROM .

SUBJECT: THEODORE VON KARMAN, was.

HER

FIED,

¥

s D. M. Ladd ,
3 A. no /
s )

g

INTERNAL SECURITY - R

PURPOSE:

- Gandy,
' - To advise that the Bureau is conducting an investigation -
of captioned subj
to its completion
informed subject c

- blo

To recommend that a letter of protest be
Office of Special Investigations, U. S. Air Force.

DETATILS:

. You will recall that the Bureau is presently conducting
an investigation of Theodore Von Karman who is Chairman of the Scientific
Advisary Board, U. S. Air Force, and a consultant on the top secret
project Vista, sponsored by the California Institute of Techmology. -

Our investigation was instituted in October, 1950, based
upon & G-2 report which stated that in 1919 Von Karman, a professor at
Caltech was Deputy Commissar of Cultural and Educational Affairs under
the Bela Kun (Communist) Government in Hungary. Investigation revealed
that the subject was probably exployed by the U. S. Air Force and on
January 23, 1951, the U. §. Air Force was furnished available data con-
cerning him and requested to advise of his employment status. The Air

Force replied on January 30, 1951, stating that the subject was an Air
Force employee.

b1o By memorandum dated February 28, 1951, from Mr. V. P. Keay

to Mr. A. H. Belmont, Mr. Keay advised that the Von- Karman
. B S A ‘. - -, sectioﬂ., ‘ '1
OSI headquarters, a

equested thatl the Bureau conduct an-investigation
an and ths by Mestigationbeofanln‘bemlﬁ'curitychﬁ.etgg
rather than a Loyalty type because Von Karman was employed under a con- i
tractural agreement with the Air For , Dot subject to tho%
provisions of Executive Order 9835. also stated that
Von Karman has access to practi ' ta in the Afr Force
and OSI did not desire that the results of the investigation be disseminated

to the Civil Service Commission, which, of outdle, W : A
Loyalty regulations. P e 5 721“1?2":”"’ é;_“"‘"
RECORD ks 0 0 = 2 ol AT
[

HA Y v :‘.e;



On the basis of the above request from 0OSI our in-
vestigation was reinstituted

The investigation reflected tha.t Von Karn.n vas an _
associate of several COmmist Pg = 2 ;
William Pe ,

interviewed by Bureau agents in the b—lC/
presence of of 0SI on May 23, 1951, and on May 29, :
1951, in Los es, ornia. Von Karman admitted that he was
connected with the Bela Kun Government in Hungary from March to

July, 1919. He denied present or past CP menmbership and he denied

that he had ever furnished classified data to any unauthorized.

person. He declined to sign & prepared statement but advised that

he desired "to think it over." On September 4, 1951, Von Karman

appeared at the Los Angeles Office after he was reminded of the

statement vhich he previously stated he would consider si .
d August 22, 1951, fr b1c
U. S. Air Force, Washington,

tter reads as follows:

"Dr. Theodore Von Karman
1501 South Marengo Avenue
Pasadena, California

Dear Dr. V_on Karman:

"I refer to your several inguiries of me concerning
the status of the investigation which was recently
conducted concerning certain aspects of your past. I
am happy to advise you that the case has been concluded
and that the matter has been resolved within the Air )
Force completely in your favor.

"In the 1light of world conditions and the many
complexities of our internal security problems, I am sure
you will recognize the imperative need which exists to
afford these matters considered attention both in the
interest of the country and the individual involved. .




DIt A G L A

"Prusting that ve may have the benefit of your
continued services for a long time to come, I am

smmly,,,“__m,v, _,V_ U

Subject stated that in view of the above letter he assumed
the investigation was concluded and he indicated that he had no desire
now to sign this statement.

RECOMMERDATION: '

Although our investigation is now substantially completed,

nevertheless, the Air Force has conduct of the
investigation by the action of mmxm Von Karman
that the investigation was conc res in his favor by
the Air Force. b] C.

It is recommended that a letter of protest be sent to
OSI. If you agree, the letter is attached for your approval.

Za
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Oﬁic_e Memomfzdum . UNiTED STA’fES GbVE‘RNniﬁNT

T0  :Director, FBI DATE: Sept. 19, 1951
%9 ROM : SAC, Los Angeles )

SUBJECT: TIEODORE VON ‘%ARI-&AN, was.
. INTERNAL SECURITY - R
| (Bufile 100-372586)

Re New York letter to the Burezu dated August 17, 1951 = —

in above captioned matter reporting a complaint made at
that office b on August 6 1

also appeared at the ILos Angeles Office with his

er on June 18, 1951 giving substantially the same
information as indicated in referenced letter, and

related a long story of his difficulties in getting
sponsorship for his inventions from the subject and others.
As a result of these delays and obstacles, he made loose
allegations and contended that they are all Communists

or Communist sympathizers, without furnishing any
substantiating information whatever.

e

paaned cetting an alleged "brush off"
de fe the same way regarding
of the International

lamented and
be gybie

remarked that he and his mother had been”ﬁ
Los Angeles, California, for' reaso :

they were being followed and
requested to know if this office could afford them any
protection. )

In view of the nature cf !information as reflected
above, it has not been consiqere pertinent in the current .J
investigation of the subject and has not been reported

therein. A closing report in this matter is currently being ,;L

prepared by this office. ¢
JPA:AAD
105-863 RECORDED -1 - R /' SN Z/ &5

_cc: Washington Field (100-2 2337 GET e =&
«{;/4 New York (65-4747) %ﬁ. ég . '

- S 100 5./ 351’8“]
oLt 1L BLE INTOPMETM SONTAINED

HEREiN RS )
Y ’

IS UL
- -

DAY




Date:  September l2, 1951

To: - /Director of Special Investigattion,
. 7 The Inspector General N
Depariment of the Air Force:
The Pentagon
F¥ashingten 25, D. C.

From: John Edgar Hoover, Director . u ~

.19 Federal Bureagu nvestigation ——

QECORDED - ¥ gy TET ) Bpen 5

- Subjéct: THEODORE ¥CN KA AN, was.,
INTERNAL SECURITY - R

._ «

g\,‘&Q During the course of our tnuutt_gdt‘t‘oi"'bf

_ ‘Theodore
Von Xarman, he was interviewed by representatives of this
Bureau tn Loa Angeles, California, on Septender &, 1951, .
During the interview, he ex h wo-quoted letter

d st 22, 1951, fro
lﬂc Mum S.’Air I‘;r‘ge:

"Dr. Theodore Von Karman '
1501 South Karengo Avenue
Pasadena, California

.

Dear Dr. Von Karman: L e

*I refer to your severgl inquirtes of,
cerning the status of the tuwcttgqttp;u whi
recently conducted concerning certain osfier
your past. I am happy to advise you ¢

3 has been concluded and that the natter.
: resolved within the Atr Force complete
Ve Javor. S AR
\[‘ . el N
e v:r 1 compléxities of our Interngl seourtty prod
i , = evrf:&‘jl Teqagnizs thacinperative.
e MMTER] |

w___ o ,
Tele, iwom___ { JEM ame :me s

Tats Wk T ‘“‘zsm* :

S . Y F oo g
P S @9\/, FFer TP 1 g,



exists to afford these matiers considered
attention both in the interest o/ the country
and the individual involved.

"Trusting that we may hcve the benefit of

your continues services Jor a iong vime To Come,
i am

sincerely,

&51C/ e e Alr _torce

As you are aware, our investigation was instituted gt
: ~cuest and wes noi completed on the date of

let: er, duzuct 22, 1951, nor is it complete
“resent time. IThis Tureaqu consicders tist the Y. S. tir
orce has seriously hanpered the successful completion of
2 investigation by jursishing suck 2 letier ic¢ the subject.

ou are Jurther aduvised tha
i5 kesiagc broucht to an im

\d-

our tnvestization in
ediate conclus;on.

T

st "\o;‘ﬁ
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TERCDCIETVCE FARAN , was,
TIRTTI T sy ~ T -
ITTTERAL SECURITY R

(Pufile 100-372584)

“e los inceles lotter dated July 5, 1¢51.

i he subject, after carefully

cerrectins £y BMENCINe a jrerared stztenent dated Iay 2%, 1951, as to

his asscecisticn with the Communist Bela Kun Zovernment in Hungary in 1919,

ceclined to sim it Tzt this timen althourh admitting the facts therein to

be true, e : ec that he desired Mo think the matter overn and

arreed ic this cffice loter as te ™ final decision in the matter,
Yot wvine hesrg from him o date s Subject uzs recently contacted

t€le;}‘onicall:r reserding the possinle oversicht in this ratter, at which

ti

pressad ¢ desire to come tc the Los ingeles FRI Cffice.

ect voluntzrils érpeered et the Joesl F3I Cffice on
4

« e thereupon 2xhidited the £oi7osn bhor 2
which e lag¢ recelved i

« 3. lir roree,

T T eefera Jen tearrman
2201 Seuth karengo Avenue

Jesalers ) C21ffernis

& v i Farman:

"1 refer te rour several inmuiries
e stadas A0 1

of me cence erning
, v o7e Investization whi ch was recently conducted .
cencerning certain aspects of vecur rst. I am happy to advise
You that the case has been concluded and tet the matter has
been rezolved within the iir Force completely in Jour favor.

B =t conditicne snd flhe nany
ecwritr rroblems, I ¢m sure
2 need which exists to

xtion Seth in the
Zvidusl invelvedyg, R

conlenitiae of yup interns}
Tou til3

. Po

S2TCOTMINs ihe drean

s

Satepast

;
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"Trustihg that we mey Yeve the benefit of yeour

continued services for a lc'r t:::e te come, I am

incerely, '

2t in viaw of the above letter he, therefore,

34 £ ion com‘ernm" hir Yad besn concluded. le
Gcsted thet are }r—:r'*ﬂtl" ne T"urtwr need ard no desire on
his rert to sim his gy rpv" cusly fumiczhed stztement. It was again
ciearly reiterated to the subject LBt it 1pe furely & voluntary
matt t nat it was nis Frivilarce either to girn cr

, aterzent. It waes 21 eo reinted out to hinm that
ed at this time 1vre 21y to avoid any misunderstanding
ne s cfiice of nis ultirete choice in

(e
;... .
_h

ntainine 3 coorerstive attity vde, it is noted that
also rererked thet he as "embittered" scmewhat
n12vine been rmade about ! Pin from former associates

and 3 ¢ In Turcre ond consef.uen‘;embez"‘ass"eqt. Fe contended that he -
should have or: “imally been centacted apd ~nesticned re'r'r"“:' the Instant -
ratier vhen e vould rrd could have exglained 4 in 11, Sutject was in-

forwed that thie Buresy cid not ccn:!uct any ective investi=tion concerning

“irin Turope; Mrther, thrt vointuirvies riade flont i in this country

vere In accowlsnce v Sth e TerTence of ubles innosed uron this
orwnizaiicn ~i in bhie srecific recuest of Lhe Lnited States .

netad further t'nt tha Suslect, v still is -
ific idvisery Seard, U. 2. ir Ferce, “ashinston ]
@ as recently ;'r;:ve«:’ tis lecrl office frem kis residence
ned 2t for sore 2 %o the former Lvreyo Jieta Hotel,
Fasadermz | California., Tis new lccn_mn, hie e:'pl;i:ze'", cuses Lhe tor secret
wefect TITTY encnscred b the Califorria Inetituta cf Technolozy, e ssdena,
Jelifomia, =nd for which he is 2lse contz cted s ¢ \,okul cant. Subject added
that re mnde %5 move in crier to afford nis research rerers, cccuments and
reterials rrover security net svailable at ‘*13 residence,

£ ¢login= revort fellows.




Date: ocmm- 13, 1951

To: , atrccter oJ‘Spcctcl Ihoecttgattcnt.
The Inspector Geaneral -
Department of the Air Ibroc

TAe FPentegon
Yashiagtor 25, De Co

From: John Edgar Hoover = Directer
Federel Buresu of Investigattea

Subject: TEEODORE VON XARNAN, wise,
INTERWAL SECURITY - R

Beference ts made to my cennunicstion dated
Septcnbcr 12, 1951, conceraing ocpttoncd oubjcct.

ed e ene copy of & repert by 8)0:(01 Agcut
Inc dated Septemder £7, 1951, b Les Aupcxn,
orntg,.

¥o further investigation fs coatcaplctod conccrutn S
this matter. L 3

Attachment
JEE:mei

’C.O?Dr“ 102100-372586 —
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™ - Teport. :
voutents w22 Joanced to you by fh!le'
+'BI and ar€_not to heff e,
outside of agency to w el A
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ﬁdg‘,t_ig‘i: report and |

Form No. 1

TS case oriGINATED AT LOS ANGELES :
REPORT MADE AT - uumm ’ rmoo::nu 8/25
L0S ANGELES 8/21/51 9 5,18/51
Forei Oy Cop pey FERSES
SRR YD, THEODORE VON KARMAN recontested Los 0. BPeong 6
93"%, - Angeles FBI Office on Sept. U4, T95I

{
vf'%*“{,‘s*‘
(&
ﬂg,r ¢
- cv :

Communist Be

resolved wit
in his favor. ::.

EUC —though he was not believed to hawes Been a , N
Qe ++=4=confirmed Communist. P PEC .
»q SPRA . - p. }‘y p
v P Fg R A
DETAILS: =~ ° 7 f. ’ -

b1

Dr. THEODORE
Los Angeles FBI Office
his i

\ ) ;\ 1919.2 VON IS{ARMAN exh
© Auge 22, 19
x¢ \\‘-‘ U.S.A.F. whe
' \0 investigatio

indicated that he did no
the statement furnished
1951 regarding his assoc
la Kun Regime in Hungoery
ibited a lettier dateﬂgum
1 from Vice Chief of Stafr, A
rein he was informed that

Il concerning him had Been
hin the Air F

Former
confirm his connection wit

VON KARMAN voluntar
on September

his

nded and carrescted statement
concerning Hisc associations with
t in Hungary- £rx 1919,

hereupon exhibited a letteer dated Angust 22,

t desire to sign
by him am May 29, T
iation witi: the “

in

L
orce campletely =, ]
Europemr: associates -~ ’&»

h Bels Kim Govi.

V2
(5]

i1yr &ppeared at the
1951 its comneciion with
ice &ss to his decision

L,
off

f¥crm Geners]l N, F, .
Air Forwas, Washington, D, C. 0

; "} 86)
= Washington Field (100-22933
. - ~ (Info)

1 - New York (65-4747)
1l - OSI, District 18 Maywood (

3 - Los Angeles

TE SeoRiTon comaneD
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LA 105-863

wherein the following portion was noted: "I refer to your several
inquiries of me concerning the status of the investigation which .
was recently conducted concerning certain aspects of your past.

I am happy to advise you that this case has been concluded and
that the matter has been resolved within the Air Force completely
in your ravor." ‘

VON KARMAN stated that in view of the above, he,
therefore, assumed that the investigation concerning him had
been concluded, and he indicated that there was no further need
and no desire on his part to #ign his previously furnished
statement. Subject was again clearly apprised of the voluntary
character of this matter and his priviledge to make any choice
nz vreferred.

It is recalled that VON KARMAN, upon originally furnishing
is statcment, stated that he vreferrsd not to sign it "at this '
me" and desired instead "to think the matter over," However,

ordcr to bring the matter tec a leogical conclusion with a
2linite cxpression of his choice, hs agreed at that time to
recontact this office in the immediate future as to his final <
decicion,

oy

3

v

Qb ot

~

VON KARMAN also romarled that he has recently moved
his local office as Chairman of the Scientific Advisory Board
of the U. E£. Air Force, from his re¢sidence to new quarters in the
former Arroyo Vista Hotel, Pasadena, California, where better
security is available. This location, he explained, houses the
top secret project VISTA sponsorzd by the California Institute
of' Technology at Pasadona and for which he is also now contacted
253 a consultant. '

another Covernment agency co

ised on Mav 1, 1951 that
at -Aachen, Germany, ha urni.she
ormation upon interview on April 2l;, 1951:

Subject had served in the Austr ot
Army during World War I. Imnediately upon learning in 1916 that
the German Army had requested his cervices, the A ian Army S
employed the subject to develop a helicopter. ﬁebelieved e
-zhat the subject became Minister of Culture in lungary for a short -
ime.




LA 105-863

According toF subject accepted the position

only because he believe imself to be the most qualified person

i vas said to be "very . difficult to influence" and it was .
pinion that he was never a confirmed Communist.

e o 10 b0
Aachen, Germany, also furnished the following:

€rview on April 2l, 1951; ,

the subjec ad returned from Hungary in 1919. Subjec a een
an officer in the Austrian Army where he had been utiliced as
8 scientist in developing a helicopter. Immediately following
World War I, subject held the position of Minister of Culture
in the Hungarian Government. Fe was sometimes referred to as
a Cormmunist es, but such statements or accusations,
according to were made concerning any individual
who participa lungarian Government under Bela Xun.

Subject had two brothers, one of whom had been a bank o
director and the other a director of a secondary school in ' -
Budapest. His father had bcen a philosopher and died sometime

prior to 1919. His mother and sister, the latter being known

as "PIPE", both re nir: as "TODOR". M“PIPE" was a close

friend of VON FAKLA, mentioned previously
in thig i

_mmarkcd that VON FAKLA was a person of poor
character and mopals

cutifized" the subject for his personal ;ﬁi
benefit. It was opinion that subject's friendship- B
toward VON FAKLA'was activa by the fact that VON FAKLA had L

aided the subject in escaping from Hungary. VON FAKLA remained
in Aachen until 1930, but has not been heard from since.

During the middle 1920!'s
undertook a private project to produce aircraf
balsa wood and bakelit
he abandcned it.
recceived & letter

stated the subject
t fuselages from
e s enterprisc proved too costly and

£ he g lbed he rccently
of the University
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Detailed accounts of the above were to arrive in the
United States not later than "October, 1951". Theso narratives
are to be presented to the subjcct at the Naticnal Congress
For Applied Mcchanies in Chicage, Illinois on "June 1, 1951,

orted tha

had also furnished the following information
€rView on abril 25, 1951:

upon in

Subject served as Minister of Culture in the H
Governmcnt for a brief period shortly after World War I.uﬂ
stated that he was convinceg that the subject is not a Communist .
and never adhered to Cormunist idcals. ' .
Germany in August, 1945 accompanied by
o' the . : ing Company, Pittspur

‘S.d‘ o D

&,

+octtingen,

Germany, na cen interviewed on April 2 s 1

at _vhich time
fe stated that he had first met the subject in_ During
their cnsuing eacquaintance politics were never discussed and he
hed no knowledge of the subject's activities in thc Bela Xun
Regime in Hungary. Tn 1 during a mecting in Akron, Ohio, ‘
subjcet confideqd to#that as a result of ocxccllent resources
and .cquipment a2ffordo 1M7In this country, he would rcmain in the A
"itecd States.

Darmstadt, Germany, was intc > {70 i 1
1 ot a4

O

) ] are or subjcct's
icipation i1n the Bela Kun Regime. He stated that the subject
bcen a First Licutcnant in the Austrian Army during World War I
and served at s pcrimental institute in Fischament, near Vienna,
Austria. related also that the subject, at the time of
this intervicw, was then in Europ at hc ha cceived a
letter con the previous dey from U. s.

air Attache, Paris cc, whi state at the hed
requested to secﬂin Paris on May lj, 1951,

-l - /bz pic 1D

117
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: According to this letter, subject would return from
Italy on April 26 and would depart for the United States .
on May 6, 1951, ﬁ‘was aware that the subject is currently
2 chicf scientific advisor of the U. S. Air Force. :

a a former young officer in the Hungarian Army
during the Bcla Kun Regime in 1919, advised on June 1l, 1951

that he did not recall anyone by the name of VON KARM ccnnected
with that regime in an official capacity. It ismcontention
that if the subject had becen an important personali Y in Hungary
dur:ng that period, he would certainly remember him. ‘ '

The Los Angeles Daily News of Junc 27, 1951 carried
an item announcing a2 farcwcll reception to he held in honor
of Torty-six Israeli air students on Junc 30, 1951 at the
Institute of Aeronautical Science, 7660 Ecverly Boulevard,
Los Angelcs, California, where the main speaker would be Dr.
THEODORT VON KARMAN. The students were described a2s having
comnletcd one year's training in acronautics, having becen sent
to Cal-iero Institute in Glendale, California to lcarn imerican
techniques in airplanc mechanics in order to ke able to main
the civil and militar ircrafi of Israc]i

The Los Angeles Times of duly 3, 1951 rcported the
death of subject's sister, Dr. JOSEPHINE dc KARMAN on July 2,
1951 25 a result of a heart attack suffered at their home, 1501
South Marengo Avenuc, Pasadcna, California. The artiecle related
that she had been noted for her work in the field of International
Scicntific Relations. She had been a research specialist at the
University of Southern California from 1937 to 1940 and had been
dccorated by the French Government for her work in bromoting
Zuropean goodwill by the organization of Scientific Congresses
during the past five Jzars. Shc was 57 vears 0ld and had been
born in Budapest, Hungary where she obtained her ‘doctorate and
carc to this country 21 Jjears ago. She worked in closec cooperation
with her brother, Dr., THEODORE VON KARMAN, Chicef Scientific
Advisor tot he U. S. Air Forcec, who, prior to his accepteance
of this position in 1949, nad boen Dircctor of the Guggenheim
Laboratory at the California Institute of Technology. ' e

-
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ENCLOSURES: TO 0SI, DISTRICT 18, MAYWOOD:

Report of SA mmated May
31, 1951, at Washington, DeCo T T b1C/

Report of SA
2, 1951, at Washington, D.C.

dated August

£

Y
£
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- CLOSED -
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IEFORHANTS:
b’ID -[

b1D

REFERELCE:

o e o B i B

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

b1C

Paris, France, who was
interviewed by the Legal Attache of the
american Embassy, Paris, France on 6 .
It is observed that on this occasion
described himself merely as & young oiricer
in the Hungarian Army in the Bela Kun Regime
in 1919, vhereas during the course of a

DPGVlOUo 1ntch1ew in Januarr 1951, he had
t hc had worked
1n the Bela Kun

0SI PuDOI“t b]
541/51, 0SI I’lle

Los Angeles letter to Buruau and Washington Field Office

dated 9/5/51
Report of S‘—datcd 6/13/51 at

Los Angeles.

bic




: Asgistant Attorucy acucrcl
James K. lchncrucy o .

Dtrcctor, I'BI

THE ODOR’ YON %ARHAN » ua. 2
INTERNAL SECURITI R

ed {s one copy of s rcport
b1C/ Agent dated September 87,
Los 4Angeles, . . .

{ urther investigation s contcuplcm
concerning this mattier,

Atta ent
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R Mad Date when Period fo, R T
eport e at e w I .l::ch M;d eport Made by .
Paris, Fra.nce 12-17-51 6-14;12-4-51
Title £ » ‘Character of Case -
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Synopsis of Facts - .
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THeoponE voN KARMAN, was,

memorandum dated December 4, 195



SOURCE CF INFORMATION b)’

DISSEITNATION No copies are being distributed in
Paris since the 3 formation in this
report is of no Particular interest

to other agencies hepe,

Sufficient copies of this report are
being furnisheqd to the Bureay for
transmittal to Los Angeles > the office
of origin,

FIHIICE, Sl and report of Sa

LOs ingeles dated

b
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Born 5-11-81
Budapest, Hungary

This Bureau, in Octpgyr, P LEi it ted
security type investigation of Theodors Von Kerman
Chairman of the Scientific Advisory Board, U.: S."
Force, and a consultant on the top ‘secret profect
sponsored by the California Institute of Technel:
investigation was based upon a report from anothe
mental agency which stated that in 1919, VYon Karman
professor at Cal Tech, was Deputy Commissar of Cul
and Educational Affairs under the Bela Kun (Cod
Communist Government in Hungary. The investiga
vealed that he was probably employed by the U, 8. A 3
Force. The Air Force indicated on January 30 3 that
he was an Air Force employee. Thereafter, the Air Fores
requested this Bureau to continus its investir: tion of -
Von Karman, but not under Executive Order 9835, as he-
was not subject to the provisions thereof. The ALy
-Force advised that Von arman had access to practically -
all classified data. The investigation was reinstituted -
and reflected that Von Karman was an assocliats of sevaers
Communist Party mem 1am -

6 Soviet Agent, and
of Mikhail Gorin.
in 1939. Investigs

]
u’e Cctéd th‘t Voa

an adm d form

ay 23, 19 Lo Les, Ca

ray - A100-372586-71) __
Attachment (1) RECORDED - 6 1/« 57
Original to Bécretary of Defense ; 'APR!‘?HGSZ{




‘denied present or Ku‘t Coumunist Party membershi
a

R

e

‘he was connected with the Bela Kun

Government in Hungary from March to July, 1919, He

: . bership
he denied that he had ever furnished classified da
to any unauthorised person. He declined to gra
prepared statement, but advised that he desi ‘sd_"to
think it over.” On September 4, 1951, Von Karman =
appeared at the Local Office of the Ph faLes -
Angeles and indicated there was no further need. -
and no desire on his part to sign his previously )
furnished statement.X For your eonsideration i{n this -
connection, thefe is transm copy of b1 C.
the report of Special Agent dated _
9-27-51, st Los Angeles in the caaedont t a., *Theo- '
ty - .

dore Von Karman, was; Internal Secu

The above information is furnished for your
confidential use only and is not to be distributed out-
side your agency. 8 i3 the result of a request for
an FBI file check only and is not to be considered as
a clearance or nonclearance of the individual involved.
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July 1, 1852

THEODORE vox(g.n:m N
§ l' a] e i ,‘__W_..T:.z_ﬁ,

= - B, 5-l1-
- SECails INFSRARTION - ConedegT
Ib appears from a review of the records of

that the Attorney General ts already in possession of all
data on file concerning the above named MﬂM o

to you. However for your convenience the following information is set
forth. (100-372586) » .

P

S 42 ey

This Bureau, in Qctober, 1950, tasHEted & aacs;
I type investigation of Wﬂ’fﬁlﬁn‘, .Chairman of the Scientific
Advisory Board, U. 8. Air Farce, and a consultant on the top secret

ungary
The investigation revealed that he was probably employed by the U.8, ,
Air Force. The Air Force indicated on January 30, 1951, thathe
Wwas an Air Force employea. Theresffpr, the Air Force requested
this Bureau to continue it investigation of Von Karman, but not under
Executive Order 9835, as he was not subject to the provisions thereof.
The Air Force advised that Von Karman had access to practically all
classified data. The investigation wes reinstituted and reflected that =
Von Xarman was an associate of several Communigt P >
an associate of William Perl, a Soviet Agent,

Y/ /¥
(100-372586-74) RECORDED-29 &L

J ‘
Original to:* \WDEXED-22 13/ 31
: 8ssis Commissioner

bv-' C Immigration and Naturalization Service

"7[
v‘A

sacs 109 WA - oL



viewed by agedts of
fay 3, 1901 and May 29, 1951, in Los Angeles, Califoraia. H
tted that he was connected with the Bela Kun Government in H
from March to July, 1919, He denied present or past Communist
membership and he denied that he had ever furnished classified data
to any unauthorized person. He declined to sign a prepared stateme
but advised that he desired "to think it over." On September 4, 1951,
Von Karman appeared at the Local Office of the FBI in Los Angeles and

Lindica.ted there was no further need and no desire on his part to sign

his previously furnished statement.

The above information is furnished for your confidential
use only and is not to be distributed outside of your agency. This is
the result of a request for an FBI file check only and is not to be -
considered as a clearance or nonclearance of the individual involved.,

i,

|

p— - SECURHY IRFBAMATION - CON
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3&0, Loo Angol.u (105-863) July 31, 1952
nu-.ct.or. FBI (100-372586)1 7 7

THEODORE VON KARKAN, was, ad
mu. SLCURIT! R
,;.Z,; " Ret ‘ the closing report of
! Special A “‘m ted Sdpé:gbcr 27, 1951, b"Q’
] ‘at Los Annlu. ° neerning captioned subject.

Office
that

been attempting to gain o
, : allosodlz stated to Von b y(/_
Karman, "Maybe we can do something for you.

stated that he receives any : J

Los Angeles is roquutod to uum« Von Karman
details concerning his mesting with

y additional pertinent remarks by
and further identifying data concern-

m.m includ his full name. Von b1C/
Karman should be requested to 1
Bureau if ln roeoivu word fr

- : m- satter should be afforded oxpoditiom attention
and .ﬂn, ruultc mwmn to the Bureau 1n report form.

Lo

5,""#\

e 2~ Vuhium Hold (For Infomtion) ﬁbo;zzgz;)

OOMM

AUG 1 1952
MAILED 28
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Oﬂice Memordndum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
TO : DATE July 17, 195
FROM b’[c/

SUBJECT: pp, THE’ODOREf) “von ’f)zmm

CHAIRMAN, SUIENTIEIC ADVISORY BOARD,
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT

Office of Special
Investigations (0SI). | S

He advised that he had received information via -
& Air Force channels that Dr. Von Karman, one of the outstanding ™
sczentzsts of the United States, had recen'bly made a trip t

is visit there, he had been introduced to
Von Karman stated that he had casually
as a brother in Hungary who has been trying for
tzme to gazn entrance to Chile. According to Von Karman,

can do something for you." According t
did not enlarge upon this situation
on Karman an on Karman has heard nothing furtiher fro

1 Von Karman is presently back in the United States and has
that he will zmmedzatelﬂact the FBI if he receives any further

— word or advances from

RECOMMENDATION:

It ig recommended that this memorandum be forwarded
to Supervisorhof the Espionage Section.
HERT 70 75 il i divif] .
Wi -9 ..f;;ﬁ%v
NWPshke vﬁ?
A 7y
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TO : A, H, Bel ,é? : o DATE: July 31, 1952 ‘
M//’ Tolson

“
[, 3 e e -
#M? ¥ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

FROM : N, A, Br

SUBJECT: THEODORE VON KARWAN, was., Roven. ——
INTERNAL SECURITY - R : e
Belmont
- m—
PURPOSE: . ' , -
.. at Theodore Von Karman recently — -
( in Europe and Von Karman informed

a attempting to leave
ungary for Chile, allegedly replied, "Maybe

we can do something you.

It is recommended that Von Karman be interviewed
Sor complete details concerning this incident., ‘

DETATLS:

Reference is made to the memorandum Jr

bf,(/ eay dated July 17, 1952, informing that
O0SI, stated that.Theodore Von Karman recen (3]
e, Wh abroad, Von Karman was introduce
( Von Karman casually mentioned to
er in Hungary was attempting to go to Chile™™
allegedly stated, "Waybe we can do something for

you.

According to_ Von Karman has
heard nothing further fro Von Karman has now
returned to the United States and has stated that he would
immed t the FBI if he received any further word e
Srom . j‘f{

',(‘-—-».J

stated he has no objection to

Von Karman being interviewed by the Bureau.

ar

Lommunist Party.

Yon Karman is a well-known aerodynamicist of

Hungarian birth, presently employed by the U, S, Air Force
. a8 Chairman-of the Scientific Advisory Board, He was
investigated by the Bureau in 1951, because of reported

.’;/_' /: oL
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100-372566 W L
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past CP membership in Hungary. Investigation reflected _
he associated with several CP members and with Willianm Perl,
@ known Soviet agent., During the investigation, Von Karman
adnitted to Bureau Agents that he was an official in the
Bela Kun Government . (Communist) in Hungary in 1919. He
denied present or past CP membership and he denied that

he had ever furnished classified data to unauthorized
persons. He has been interviewed on several occasions
concerning William Perl and other matters and he has been
cooperative,

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that Von Karman be interviewed

iiioi"iie deiiiis concerning his recent contact with

If you agree, there are attached for your approval
appropriate instructions to the field,
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: THEQ had occasion to mee LRE ¢
. in May, 1952, at a mee R
m% rench Academy of Sciences in Paris, Fr.
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e, ¢k
's brother and latterts ﬁ | &=
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'REFORT MADE AT - DATE WHEN - PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE

LOS ANGELES - | 8/28/521  8/15/50 .
T o ]
THEODORE VON KARMAN, waget s
LVERSE SIDE FOR _pat? FORY.

7 25

. ReC'p_/— on learning of VON

KARMAN
P'T-FORW, /-2¢"Chwife, MIKLOS (NICHOLAUS) and MARGIT KARMAN, liv '
Ly eat 'IrTHl’mgary and unable. 5

\-\.\:’H ! ~

passports to
leave that country, marked, "Maybe
Ywe can do something for

y
made. In compliance with

Jec.cSE VON KARMAN, on June 6, 19 » furn
-RAS names and personal data and also &
VE 1. 77772 States Air Force authorities at
’ : No further word received from

A s ADTR
- .7 L \‘_w_

she
dvis
s

T J/ - ot {._\_

DETAILS: -

e * 7. - :,-' ??
SA e b3 Y
bL another Government agency which conducts
intelligence 1nvestigations, advised that

cently in Europe _Where he met
VON KARMAN casually mentione

at he a brother in Hungary, who for some
attempting to gain entrance into Chile, whereupo

alleﬁedly stated to VON KARMAN, "Maybe we can do Lo
you. \

SEE PRVRSE SOE pop )

: DD PGSt oo

Dr. THEODORE VON KARMAN, who recentIy v ttishon- from«.
Paris, France, and is temporarily at his residepce; 1501 h
South Marengo A '

4- nue, Pasadena, Cﬂifo%%mt?mieweaf CE
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LA 105-863

on August 15, 1952, in connection with the above matter, at
which time he furnished substantially the following information:

During the course of a méeting of the French Academy

of Sciences at P v VON KARMAN again had
occasion to meet whom he had known
from previous scieéntilic gav erings, ing the 1945 Moscow

Meeting of the 220th Anniversary of the Academy of Sciences of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. ’

After expressing his regrets to VON KARMAN on the
death of his sister, JOSEPHINE CARLIAN t summer and his
failure to contact him earlier,%inquired if he .
had any other relatives. VON KARNAN responded that he had a
brother and the lattert's wife in Budapest and that he had been

ble t et them passports to leave Hungary and enter Chile.
“then remarked, "Maybe we can do something for you,"
an € suggested that VON KARMAN put on paper the name » address
and personal data about his brother and his wife. No other

discussion whatever took place regarding this incident :
Ws, threats, bribes or inducements were made by

Thereafter, on June 6, 1952, in compliance with
*previous suggestion and promr
DOsSsibllily OI some assistance, he wrote tom
A substantial translation of VON KARMAN's copy of this letter,
written in French and made available to the writer, is as follows:

N~ . "June 6, 1952

"In accordance with the recent conversations
which we had on the occasion of our meeting at the ~
Academy of Scilences, you were kind enough to tell me
that you would give me aid in helping my brother and
his wife in obtaining permission to leave Hungary. .

"As I told you, He and his wife are my only
relatives since the death of my sister, whom you knew

very well, |
e e




LA 105-863

"In accordance with your suggestion, I am
furnishing you \the a.c_ldfees and other information.

L . .
. "Dy b ; born in Budapest in.
1884; address, 3 ,

} Moldtov Ter, Budapest; employment,
retired bank employee, incapable of working.

"MARGIT:5XRMAN, noeﬁ‘ﬁmsz, his wife; born
in 189 i without ‘profession,. * - -~ - " T

"It 18 useless for me to say I would be
very happy .if the Hungarian Government would allow
2 passport to be issued to him and his wife. I may
depart from Paris in a few days and will not return
until September. Will you plea '

() tion in absence to %
Paris o

' “With my most sincere to you for
granting me this favor, my dear Iam ~
“Your ffiend,

. - -
“THEODORE v, KARMAN"

e o

On the same da written,
VON KARMAN also wrote to partment
of the Air Force, Office of the Chief of Staff, Pentagon,

Washington, forth in detail his above-described
me

be apprised
ome spe service discovers
that I was in contact .uthm

- Dr xplained to the writer that this
~contact with was the only one made with him during
‘his stay in Paris since early last fall, .

. . . It 18 recalled that VON KARMAN during the past year
‘had' in Paris where he has been lecturing at the Sarbonne,
He also has recently been made chairman of a newly organized
Research and Development Board of NATO with headquarters in
Paris and also continues to be chairman of the Scientific
Advisory Board of the United States Air Force,

-3 /b,lc
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LA 105:863

VON ta he has not received any
acknowledgment from of the above-mentioned
letter and has not otherwise heard from him since that time,

__ VON KARMAN explained too that for approximately a
Yyear he has ;

eavored to get his brother, Dr, MIKLOS
(x{gggggu, LARMAN, and his wife, MARGIT KARMAN, outof
Hungary, anged to get two visas for them to enter
Chile in view of the quota restrictions on entering the

United States. The Hungarian Government has, however,
consistently refused their application for an exit permit

to leave that country. VON KARMAN stated that he is at a
loss to understand their refusal to grant them an exit
passport., He added, however, that the Hungarian Government
would definitely have a financial interest in a citizen of
that country who was an heir to an estate. Upon his sister's
death 1n Pasadenas, California, in July, 1951, his brother
became one of the heirs, and a representative for the
Hungarian Government made an appearance in Los Angeles in
connection with a probate of his sisterts estate in November,
1951, VON KARMAN is unable to determine whether his brotherts
inability to leave Hungary 18 connected with this estate
settlement or whether it is because of other unknown reasons,

- VON KARMAN stated that his brother is approximately
sixty-eight years old and was formerly a director of a bank in
Budapest until it was nationalized by the Hungarian Government
abouiiz three years ago. He was then forced to retire on a small
pension,

‘ VON KARMAN theorized that if the estate settlement.
bearing on Hungary's action, then it must balance
minﬂuence, if any, in allowing an exit permit
e lssue against the monetary gain which would accrue
to Hungary from one of its citizens being an heir to an estate,
In the meanwhile, final estate settlement is purposely being

held up locally in order not to Jeopardize his brotherts chances
of leaving the country if that has not yet entered the picture,

VON KARMAN é.dvised that he will depart from Pasadena
at the end of August to attend a symposium at the Massachusetts

- Institute of Technology at Boston, Massachusetts, during the first

<
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week of Sept

prior to his re

I

Te
for about a week to

¥
ttena
Aﬁi\(

s

o3 e mauﬁzz

He will thereafter be in Washington, D, C.,
attend Scientific Advisory Board Meetings
to Paris,

sEe e s-rﬂ:fegq 9.
L T3
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

5 TNFORMANTS b’l(‘)_ o

SOURCE:

o>cates Air rorce, ashington, D. C., as
reflected in Bulet dated uly 31, 1952,
4

1. Upon his return from Paris in early
2 13N Jvised
as

inalicated above.
2. JAN L of his letter to
dated June 6, 1952,
made avalilable TO the writer is as
follows:
"June 6th 195

“14, rue de la Cure
Paris, 16e, France

!epar!ment oﬂ the A!r !orce

Office of the Chief Air Staf?

&jlc, Pentagon

Washington, D, C.

-

"You will remember that about a year ago

you kindly helped me to get into contact with the Ambassador

of Chile in order or my brother and
his wife. Later was also kind
enough to write a letter of recormendation to the

Ambassador of the Chilean Government and the Government
of Chile granted the two visas. .

"However, a new difficulty has arisen because

~ the Communist Government in Hungary consistently refused
my brother's application for an exit passport.

"Last m n the French Academy of Sciences,
I ran intom(we both are members of the
Academie, as we as General OWER, for that »
‘matter). You will remembeerhen he came to

-6 -
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
lunch with us at the Ritz. It was the first time

that I saw him since my sister died. He inquired

if I had other relations and I told him that I
have a brother in Budapest and that I was unable
to get a passport for him to leave Hungary. He
told me that possibly something could be done
about this and asked me to put on paper the name,
ggdr:zg and personal data about my brother and

8 e,

you a personal
ble to you, I
is seriously
Acting :
0 see

"Now I should like to ask
favor, provided : d4 saprees
understand thg
111 and that

my brother,

the difficulties of my brothe
and tell him about my meeting
‘have written above. I do not
permission or any official co
matter, However, I prefer 1
knows about it just in case so pe

scovers that I was in contact with

8 certainly mean in the matter of blolog
warfare and also not very intelligent. However,
I believe that he is under command of the party
and cannot do as he pleases,

N 7 "I am in indirect contact with my brother
and what I.lmow of him comes to me by way of letters
to my New York attorney by some underground way from
Austria., I thought it was better for me not to write

him direct.

~ "Now, dear I tell you this s
hink i1t is right to tellthis to

on lor me, If you do not like the idea, I shall
wait and talk with the General myself after my
return to the States,

please go to him and give him this rma-

*I have not heard from you for a long time

and of your plans for the future, Be sure to drop
me & line to the following address:

S /(07&
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
"Advisory Group for Aeronautical Research .
and Development . o B
Palais de Chaillot
Paris, France
"Room 332
"In 0ld friendship,
"Very cordially yours,

| "THEODORE v. KARMAN"

3. Identity of the subject!s brother

was previocusly set forth in writert's
report dated June 13,, 1951, Page 9. .

L, VON KARMAN advised tha nt
he is recontacted by he l;T(:/
will immediately adviBe the kederal
Bureau of Investigation.
REFERENCE: Bureau letter to Los Angeles dated July 31, 1952.
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L T e Office o} the Secretary %ﬁgyn« ty Wﬁ'g[mn . S
Department of Defince . -
The Pen tagon «__ 6797 N
Yashtington 25, D, C. . e e o
Iroms Joha Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of I:w_ecttguﬂ on

Subject: THEODORE YOX KARLAN, vith aliases
W ... Theeder Karmam - :
Theodore Von Szoelloestcictak

0}: _i  Reference is made to your communication dated
" S - Octeder 20, 1953, Jurnishing tnformation concerning

97" - ospttened axbfect. IYour communication stiated that the
... dets contained theretn had mot been Jurnished to any
/.~ memder of the Forth Atlanttic Treaty Organization

_Btam Rg @& deciston as to what action will
e taken by thfs Bureau..

advised that cn tnvestigation of the
ously conducted by this Bureau in 1951=-52,
nvestigative reports vere Jurnished to the
) &f Spectal Investigations, The Inspector General,
'Rt of the ASr Force, The Pentagon, ¥ashington 25,
ond be the Criminal Diviston of the Department of o~
M INasmuel a3 the subfsct was Chatrman of the Sctentific

tonal Snvestigation concerning this .~
%d by the.Federal Bureau of Investtigtion
;$8.referenced communioatfon -
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« MR. Lapp,

I spoke to my informant this morning about Theodore
von Karman, who i8 now Chief of the Scientific Advisory Board,
Office of the Chief of the Air Force. This informant advised
that Theodore von Karman i8 a scientist of world-wide fame, an 1/
and erpert on "aviation balance"” (he works on the balance P
apparatus for the various aircraft that are designed and ~

Ry A ! /
produced. ) ¥

N -

During the Communist regime of Bela Kun in Hungary
in 1919, the man was very badly cempromised, and a8 a result
after the overthrow of that regime, he had to leave the country
because he was a Communist. During the last war he was held
in high esteem, and worked in high technical positions for the

Government.

The informant further states that van Karman's
political record in the past has been distinctly bad and
objectionable, but since von Karman has been over here
informant has heard nothing whatsoever of his activities.,
This, informant adds, might be either great precaution on
his (von.Khrman's) part, or it might be a change of heart.

Fith regard to his not being an American citizen,
informant thinks that might be an indication that perhaps there
has been a change of heart with regard to Communism on his part,
Sfor, as informant says, if he were doing a Job for the Communists
in his present position or over here in any position, he would
camouflage his intents and purposes by becoming a cttizen.

o 1 .
SiokaN

k5.9 gy o
.-QTSZEJQr\ = R 3

CAUTION - &7 JIoN MUST

NOTORE PizELN

« MR, Laiin

e b 377 1 L—§
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‘ : _ : Amrie;n Embassy
: . , - Paris 8, France.

Date: December 28, 1953

: Tos Director, FEI (105-25010) .
| Froa:  Legal Attachs, Paris (105-576)

SubjeétW b»'c L \‘.5
FNTERNAL SECURITY - K& FR- Gl ASSIFIED BY,

ReBulet November 30, 1953,

The indices of the Paris office revoal that'a

was in personal contact with the captionsd subject in'P

1951, and on ‘several occasions thereatteaa hcomoct
: for personal interview with Dr. THEQ i

- 100-372586. The Bureau was Informed of Chis contact,
forth on the administrative page of the report of S

date 2, at Paris, France and entitled "DRine

lol was, spionage - R", Bufile 65-50543,-

In calling upon the Parig office on Novambe

L VE 32 J]} O D6

-

AL D IRMATION £8P

18 Ullé DUeXH dNATS VON
e NATO Advisory Group for Aeronautic
aving been so designated in March 1952,

AN is presently.Chairms )
al Ressarch .and Dévelopment, -

E 5 UG A8 IFED B PT
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On December 1’ 53 §
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hERE!SzHﬂﬁSS!ﬂEDEXBﬂI
A AR - : wasass‘kmmmﬁﬁ
RECORDED - 23 | % VIA LIAISON
ban V2 e - N
-“.129 . ATL THFCE 1ATTON CORTAINED -
L - --r:', F"Q"IWI’D I.'Imn
Date: July 16, 1954 “,;,3;,';;_5,‘. { GTLERAISE. -

To: Dt rector
oo Central Intelligence Agency
e 2430 E Street, X. V.
o Fashington, D. C.
Attention: Deputy Director, Plans !, ]—
From: Jokn Edgar loover, Director

FEITY ¥

Federal Bureou of Iavestt gatto:gcm&‘su'—“{ ON.

Subdbject: DR, THEODGRFE VON KARMAN, with aliase
Theodor Kamman,
Theodore Von Sucllontctotat
INTERNAL SECURIT7 -~ R Class. kExt. Bv . 1Y
RCC"O'\-‘t- i, 1-2/43.
Date cf neview _

L X S

2 °

= For your iaformation and cutctancc, there

ZeJ!! is attached a memorandum containing a summary of pertineat
=27 "0 information concerning Theodore Yon Xarush from our files,
Tno-- v, Attachment /2/

£:7°NX  ec - 2 - Los Angeles (105-863) (4tZac

"é;' o referred to above;

8003

;,iqwg ATTERTION: SAC, Los f‘ngeles should zmmedtately submit

a report (7 comes for Bureau) sujtab or dissemination
contai fe iR o)- ‘
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X129

Tolson
Boardman
Nichols
Belmoot
Harbo

Parsocos
Rosen
Teanm

Winterrowd
Yele. Room
Hollomaa
Gasdy

v July 16, 1954 -

_Re: DR. THEODORE VON KARKAN,
Theodor Karmen, -~
Theodore Von Szoelloestetotak

The Federal Bureau of Investigation, et
October, 1950, tnstituted a security type tavestige
of Theodore Von Karman, Chairman of the Sotentt/$
Advisory Board, U. S. Atr Force, ard @ eonsuldansg 1
the top secret project, Vista, sponsored by the Cal
Institute of Technology. This investigation was bubed &
report from another governmental agency whiok ssaied th
in 1919, Von Xarman, a professor at Cel Poeh, was i
Commissar of Cultural and Educationyl Adffatre under
Bela Kun (Comnunist) Communtst G acdd IR SuRgEIYYe’. -
The investigation revealed that he iﬂ:~3¥ob¢b;y;cgployvd
by .the U, S. Air Force. The Air Force indicated en. .
January 30, 1951, that he was an Air Force “"""?”
4

‘Thereafter, the Air Force requested this Bureau
coatinue its investigation of Von Xarmgn, by
under Srecutive Order 5835, as he wae aot sihfeet t¥
the provisions thereof. the atr Foree advi b8 thet _
Yon Farman had acceas to practically all clessified.
datc. The investigation was reinstituted and reflected - -

that Von Xarman was eén adsociate ’

>y

of seversl Communist

‘Ytkhatl Gorin.

of Seviet esplonsge
in 1939, Investigs

leoted that Yen.
an adnitted L

was taverv v

Bh Zarman I 0y Ggents ¢ «
on Moy 23, 1951, and May 29, 1951, tn Lo® 4ngel
Californta., lie admitted that he was connseted |

— This Blank Memo is being prepared -
;- 3

e 7

. ¢ » o




Bclg; Kpn Governmeat tn Hungary from ¥grch to July
1913+ "v&e denied present or past Communtst Farty . . .
membership and ke dejted, that he had ever Jaratshed
classified data to ahy’ herized person. : He': -
declined to sign a pre I gtatement, dut advised-
that ke desired "to think t¢ over.” On Septe
1951, Von Xarmam appeared at the Loa Angeles
of this Bureau ond indicated there woe no furthe .
need and no desire on his part to sign his previoasl

Juraished statement. (,&}7(‘
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tugust 16,1954

Professor Theodor von Karwan o
Pzsadena Calif. Cos

Dezr Sirs

Your n-me, mentioned in the Hew York Times
of ;ugust 2nd in = dispatch from Innsbruck,
fustria, =bout rockets, interests me.

jome time ago I was informed in Hew York
thet = professor von Karman, in California,
-4 been s member of the abortive Communist
regime of Bela Xuhn in Hyngary in the early
twentiese. '

1 shoul? like to know if you are this personj;
-nd, if so, were you at tne time a member
of the Communist organization in Hungary?

~jnce I am asking these cuestions —— making
no stntement or implication of fact, of
coursé —— due to my active interest =s a
citizen in national security for the United
States, 1 am sending = copy of this letter
to J.Ed:ar Hoover, director of the F.B.l.

oedless to say, I hope it proves to be tha::
case that you are not the same. person —
$hnt you were never a neuber of the Cowmunist
conspiraey; and, until the facts are proven
one way or the other, I'll reserve judgment.

Your reply vwill rMess in
Hew York City —- . b10

3549
L INFQRIGETION CONTAINED,

ACRENN 1S UNCIRSSIFED 1
aars_,bﬁﬁlszm&ﬁv\
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T0 t  A. H, % j//é-—"‘  pate: August 26,

) 1954
FROM ¢ V. 4. Branigawf

A 7. &)
SUBJECT : DR. THEODOR VON KARMAN
INTERNAL SECURITY - R
(100-372586) :

SCELLANZOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING
(100-355122)

p1C

By letter dated August 16, 1954,
SJurnished a copy of a letter, same date, whic e wrote to
Theodor Von Karman asking Von Karman if he was formerly a -
member of the Bela Kun Communist regime in Hungary in the early
1920's, S h below i8 pertinent information concerning
and Theodor Von Karman:

m He
n anti- inistrationh, anti-Selective Service an

b']C/ anti-Communist. He has corresponded with the Bureau since

he allegedly criticized the Bureau in a speech before
mzn Detroit, l!zchtgan, in 1948. Since 1948 he has
sed the Bureau and’ the Director, On June 26, 1954, he

.-—mas—s--__,”,w_j

'

t inquired by letter if the FBI requested the presidente of

E Temple and Denver Universities to retain on their faculties
& ind!'viduals considered to be security risks. WNe informed

t

i

that our policy precludes furnishing such information.

! er president of Denver University was interviewed and

1/ stated no such request had been made by the FBI. President
of Temple University stated it was his impression that such
a request may have been made of an official of the University.
Additional inquiries failed to substantiate this allegation.

Theodor Voh_gamg_r_z

Investigation of Von Karman was conducted in 1951 )
at specific request of Air Force. Von Karman is naturalized e
U. S. citizen, world's leading aerodynamicist and Chairman of o
Air Force Scientific Advisory Board. No derogatory data developed.!
during investigation. Upon interview, Von Karman admitted on .*

i - Q3040724

384-
ALl IKFORMATION CONTAIRED

IR HEREIN |s uu U\Slﬁ'd.‘
S parr -39 S_E.{QYV‘X -115
sor SEi Y4 a4




May 29, 1951, he had been Deputy Commisar of Cultural and
Educational Affairs in Belc Kun's Government in Hungary in
1919 for a short period of time. He denied past or present

CP membersnip. Pertinent information furnished to interested

Government agencies.
RECOXYENDATION:
It is recommended that New York interview_
b'lo Sor any informetion he may have concerning possible
munist activities by Theodor Von Karman, and at the same

time his communication to the Bureau cen be orally acknowledged.
If you agree, a letter to New York is attached.




_ |

L 3id, New Yorxk August 26, 1954

vk e Director, FBI

DR, THEODOR VON KARMAN
INIERNAL SECURITY = B
(Bufile 100-372586)

ISCALLANEOUS - INFCRUATION CONCERNING
(Bufile 100-355122) o

By letter dated August 16, 1954, on the letter-
‘ o California,
New York City,
urnis Q@ Copy oJ a letie € wrote under date of
1!‘ dugust 16, 1354, to Theodor Von Karman. Aﬁasked
Yon Karman concerning his past Communist lations.
b,{(/ 4 copy of the letter from Long to Von Karman ts attached.

You should contact’at his New York Clty
eddress at tne earliest possiole time, orally acknowledge
his letter to the Director dated August 16, 1954, ard
ask him concerning any available information in his

{ possession concerning the past Communist activities of
Theodor Von Karman. You should“om the Bureau of the

results of tre interview witr at the earliest possible
time. = -

—

D
, 4 copy oj this communication with att@chm&tz
N {8 beilng designated for San F i8C0s In the everts
New York is unable to Jocategat his New York remidence,
Suin Francisco should be regue by teletype to Rindle=
the matter. Rl S
) SR &
.g?iifzf}aent w2

¢ - 2.- San Francisco (:ityqnient) v

Belmont . T sp ]l - -

Mobr _ ___
Parsons ___ ____

Rosen _______ MAILED 8

famm . ____

—

Sizoo _______ LU IS TP
. EXRER A L V1
Tinterrowd ___ ~ e i Tun

. t,’ 9 ) )

i PN \_ \})
Tele. R — ; N
H:!:omo:m —_— '.'?.M,‘.‘:_EE_[ J 35‘{ ﬂ'{

Gandy ______ - ~ ) iN‘(;«MMmW

STAEIN i3 it seREn ¢ \
o Ll .ﬁgﬁ]&hﬁw\ : '
R S ’
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAHON 7

AIR-TEL i

8/31/94: NEW YO

V- Transmit the following Teletype message

DR, THEODORE VON KARMAN; IS-R (BUFILE 100'-37258“6)574 L
- MISCELLANEOUS-INFORMATTON concmnm X
(BUFILE 100-355122). RE BULET, 8/26/5h. INQUIRY AT /bk""'l 1
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY cLus, vyc, reriecrs oar (D
- IS NOW LIVING AT THE LOS ANGELES ATHLETIC CLUB,

b,l C IOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA AND IS NOT EXPECTED TO RETURN
TO NY FOR AT LEAST A MONTH. A COPY OF BULET DATED
1 8/26/5l AND COPY OF LETTER OF -1-0 PROFESSOR
- THEODORE VON KARMAN DATED 8/16/5l ARE BEING FORWARDED AS
ATTACHMENTS HERETO TO LOS ANGELES. LOS ANGELES WILL CONTAGT

-AT THE LOS ANGELES ATHLETIC CLUB, ORALLY ACKNOWIEDGE  /
L~ HIS IETTER TO THE DIRECTOR DATED 8/16/5) AND QUESTION HIM - ‘/

RECORDED - i67

l4/~ BUREAU (100-372586)
(1 - BUFILE 100-355122)

2 - LOS ANGELES (105-863) (Encs. 2) (REGISTERED AM)
2 = SAN FRANCISCO (REGISTERED AM) —
1-x8Y 100-90576 . 1

ST o YTED £

e R &, @

< 'JAH :.‘;03(# 6) a/ .~

HEREIN IS S'N"ELASSI
| ¥r. Belwoi ‘E&I{%\

e
Approved: / Sent
Special 7 t Charge




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE'

Transmit the following Teletype messége to:

ABOUT ANY INFO HE MAY POSSESS CONCERNING THE PAST
COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES OF VON KARMAN. LOS ANGELES
SHOULD IMMEDIATELY INFORM THE BURRAU OF THE RESULTS
OF THE INTERVIEW W FOR THE FURTHER INFO OF
LOS ANGELES, NY HAS BEEN ADVISED BY THE BUREAU THAT

HE HAS BEEN ANTI-ADMINISTRATION AND HAS OPPOSED
THE SELECTIVE SERVICE PROGRAM. IN A SPEECH BEFORE A

S - o:vroir v 1948 HE REPORTEDLY CRITICIZED

THE BUREAU. THE BUREAU HAS HAD CORDIAL CORRESPONDENCE

smice 1A e avD on occas oMJi:s svmrren
SEVERAL ARTICLES AND BOOKLETS—L‘O THE

BUREAU.
i
blc

—

Approved: : : Sent M
Special Agent in Charge -




FEDERAL B‘UREAUA QOF INVESTIGar1ON

Transmit the following X€YeAyr¥ message to:
y
FBX, LCS ANGZLES(105-863) 9/9/54 _ 9:30 A1 %

IREZCTOR, FBI (1C0-37258€; 100-355122)

DR. THECDORZ VON KARMAN; IS-R (BUFILE 100-3 372586) ;

ir - MISCELLANECUS-INFORMATION CONCERNING

(BUFILE 10C-355122). KE NEW YORK AIRTEL $/31/54 AND ATTACHED

b1¢

ENCLCIURES. INQUIRY AT LCS :"%I\‘GSLES ATHLETIC CLUE, LOS ENGELES,

E:EFL?:CT;’;—C {ICKED OUT Ox &/4/5% INDICATING

HE JAS RETURNING TC NZU YORK CITY. SUC.

WTAT T
MALOH®E
~~ 1y S f 7 - " \ ~ —_ s
2002 MEYW YCRK{1C0-S0376; 65-6747) AECISTERED-ATI MATL
~~, ANY I AT c-n\,"v AT QMmN - LR S
2021 SAN SRANCISCC (AEGISTESED=-AIR MAIL,

SEGIC I‘ '“m:’)

ATR M
dPrEUT
e
R ©39 sos:rc[nqv\
R A [P
PIPLAYS | TR
LAV IEE 2
AN
. (3
- - )"a 4
Visa /
Approved: - [ ;5‘7 g Sent_____ M Per

Specidl Ageht In Charge

100~32L S0 - 8

UNRECORDLD by VI 1) e




e —————

Boardman ______
Nicbols _____
Belwoat ______,

- ..

Harbo

Mobr .

Parsons _____ ok %
Rosen [ZN
Tamm '

Sizoo

Wiaterrowd _____ v

M= e
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that be centsoted
his e oJ , Cmict atlvﬂ"

Von Xarmane

Your reply dated 27,
not reflect that yeu ingulrod n.

Advise immediately wha
cerning the past ectivities af. m

was not asked concerning this matter, x
and advise by memorandum ne later thau m“m; 10,

\
J

¢
JEM:8jT /
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HEREIN 1S UNCLA 53;,,EDAmED N
0A *LL.LQLBY

o -h‘.‘t'
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STANDARD FORS MO, 64 S : . » N“
-~ e

o Oﬂice AMemnopi'dndum e UNITED STATES GbﬁxNMENT:

TO : Director, FBI (100-372586) DATE: é /27/94

%“Eﬂ? + 'SAC, New York ( 65;;)67&7)

SUBJECT: DR. THEODORE VON KARMAN
IS-R -

&C"Emm OUS - INFORMATTON
CONCERNING o
ReBulet 8/26/5 and Los Angeles air-tel 9/9/h.

A
A lVl residence,
M " yyC, He was @dvised of the receipt by the Director o 8
t,i' letter of 8/16/5l and he was asked whether he had received

0 M any reply from Dr, VON KARMAN. He advised he had not received:
) ny communication from Dr. VON KARMAN and believed he would
a not receive any reply to his inquiry. He advised that he had

M S8, been 1in Los Angeles during the latter part of August but* .-
sf &’) that he did not call Dr. VON KARMAN at his residence in Pa‘éae

dena, He stated, "I suppose he 1is still in Austria."  Hei:
advised that in the e vent he did receive anyreply from Dr; =
VON KARMAN he would notify this office, I

s

For the information of the Bureau, a represéﬁfat’iye

of 0SI n 9/22/5 for information con-
cernin The OSI representative ad-
vised th an urgent reques d come in from the Chief of .
Staff of the Air Force in Washington, D. C n I
information in various agencies concerning ‘ :
In the event thatqcontacts this office in the
future the Bureau will be promptly advised. C 4

¢ .

1 - Bureau (100-355122) o
Reg. Mail e ,ﬁ.g:*'*"',,
RECO WS A N e 7
1 - NY (100-90576) RDED’QZLA-:,@T#,-& ¥
: 11 SEP 28054
JAH:DC R- —
AH i 4

o ALL INFORYMATIGN CONTAINED

e . HERE 13 UNGLASSIFL .
) ) 5 nait 6'2 2 3Y

Co AKX



Dt "Octor. m o

(Bureau file 100-355122)

- ...

Ser b

Fé}f" rac.
ReBumemo aauduguta; 1954 mu tczct
b 1, 1954, re l;’ a.rurt éo tatcrb’t:-
TC/ concerning his knomledge of Theodor
TRAN e . »
1 Attached is c&otutct'(tu e and iauz )
| se2d dugert oo, T2 =
= Py e
b Dr. Vonkarman. She Photost
|- eetived fro- the State Department.
AtW - .
¢c - 2 - San Prancisce (AW
n A\
‘ rﬂ}"‘; ®
l\ 3s4-2Y
| ALL INFGRMATION CONTAINED?
HEREIN IS !NZESS!F%
Tolson - ___
Nichota - ——JEM:p]
Belmoot ______
Harbo
o N
:::::::3 0CT 4 ':%&@
ﬁﬂemnd

Tele.Reom ___ . ’
Halleman /
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| | o . pare: 10/8/
R Director, FBI (100-372586) | ;77W5:7/a(
’%‘“ '\' SAC, New York (65-6T47)

DR, THEODO
IS-R

I!!!!!!!!!!!US - INFORMATION CONCERNING

Rebulet 10/4/54,

[ @INOV2 1S

“$OBJECT:

mﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁcm RECORIM .43 . 4 - S J . ,// | /

Office Metviandum  vsitep ».4%ss covesNuz

Whe was contacted on 9/20/54 he was':
asked whether he ormation concerning the past Com-
munist activities of DR, VON KARMAN, He advieed that he did
not have any information concerning VON KARMAN or any of his.
Oommunist activities., He stated the only information he had.
concerning VON KARMAN was the .fact that his name was mentioned
in the “New York Times" of 8/2/54. This ofrice has not re- ::

- ¢

ceived any further information from

1 - BU 100-355122
1 - NY 100-90576

P
m:“l’ P
o\, ,,./ A,
i} 7/ I/’.'h‘ ’b !Jls H
: ¥
< J,l. ¥ id p

. ix'
AY . Yy e
i -‘i
3¢y

R IFORMATION CNTAINED

P RGO .
8 O0Cl \\ 1854

1 S ST\

- 2l \

*



SUBECT:  THEODORE TVON'i

.,\\

g

b1c

R . |
F - I
- o€ Memom_nd_z;m e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT =~

&

—

~ . ! ‘,“"\; Q.\‘\;_\.‘

. >,
e a2

et
-

N .
e, 2 f} . | Tolson -

: e« Re Re ROACH /i 5% , DATE: : ;
}W*—’/ January 19, 193§ _ "

.

t MR, Ce .

~,

P

YiRVAN, wa. 1 U
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 34?"
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICAANT
100-372586 £ M ORMATION CONNED

The Atomic Energy Commission ?zEC) requested an
applicant-type investigation of Von Karman in February, 1954,
view of his position with the Scientific Advisory Board of the i
Air Forcee The Bureau conducted an Internal Security - R investi-
gation of the subject in 1951 and 1952 based on an allegation that
VYon Karman was once cn official of a Communist government in o
Hungery. Investigation rejlected that he associated with several
Comnmunist Pcrty members and with William Perl, known Soviet agent.
He cdmitted to Bureau Agents during the investigation that he was,
an officicl in the Bela Xun Government (CommUnist) in Hungary in
1919. XHe deniecd present or pcst Communist Party membership.
Copies of all the Burecu's rerorts in the Atonic Energy Adct -
4Applicant and Internal Security investigations have been Surnished
t0 the 4ir Force and to the Atomic Znergy Conmissicn. ~

H;ﬁ’ashington Area Security ’L}C’
Office, »xl, adviseu Liciscn Agen ates on Jarucry 18, 1955, that .
in accordance with the AEC clearance procedures, the Air Force -
was askec by the AEC to obtain certain information Srom Van XKarman

so that the AiC could make a.clearance determination since the 4ir

Force had originally requested the atomic energy clearance.
December 20, 1954, Ven Xarmar wrote a letter to

O the iEC. He referred to the ALC Ietter to the Al Lorge in
whicn the il hed requested a statement from Von Karman concerning

certain cerogatery information. Vorn Xarman referred specificelly
o _the recquest for a statement from him concerning "ilerander
Goetz_with whom Von Xarman's deceased sister is reported to have
beer friendly crn? whose political iq§q%pq _is allegedlg’§§r0qg}g‘ i72L
pro-igzi.t.. .. x Gaé&déﬁﬂ T SR

L et ey

s =

In_Von Xarman's letter fé""e stated that he
considered the above quote.an inercusable. insult agty the

memory of his. "beloved sister."” 'He stated 'he could not see what.
such a statement had $0°@0 with his access tc atomid znformaf?on,: e

259 pe nequested that (1) those responsible for this
incident be seriously rerrimanded, and t i
end official arology. /

&

e EN o

CHesrsn v o

(<) 1 - 1 - Section t
attackrents (Z) ¥ A



XYemo to Mr. Roach
SJrom lUr. Bates

-pointed out that reply -

Lo arman's letter and to "placate contacted,
#and stated that such a reply would be inadvisable and
. e should certaznlg not apologize to- Vbn Karmane "

b‘?c Later, received jons to take no further f
action on Von Karman's clearance. felt that the Bureau [’
o should have this 1nforma'bzon and 18hed the attached copy of

the letter from AEC to the Air Tor s copy of Von Karman's letter
o and a copy of memorandum concerning the
matiers V B

{

ACTION:

This is submiitted for your information.
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1/ A JEK: jca on April: 17, 1955 in co-znectzon with this outgoing
Y

é\:\:’ PO RECORDED 97 /0@/7702, -cé‘-: e

Rosen
Tamm
Sizoo
Yinterrowd
Tele. Room ___

e R 40P %1 135

'[C, the identities o

S4c, anllng’ci’u (105.953)(0”9&&1_»&,:1) , S

Director, FBI (100-372586) SE RE‘,

o el
TRE ODORE' row nmn .c .
I' TERNAL 81'0031' 17 B R —

"\.

Los Angeles is reguested to tntcrou-‘
Yon Xarman and ask him i/ Ae has ever been upproactcd
either directly or indirectly for classified
information. Von Karman should be regquested to
imnediately report to the Bureau any coentdots .

that might be considered a possidle approachk .ror
‘classified infora utcd

the extent of his sociation »

The results of the interview with
Yon Xarman should be submitted in report form
suit e for dissemination.

- Ia( Itftngton Field (100-22923} (ror 1 Ve

.A! "‘

r L ASSIFIE BY
] SO SSIFYON: 25X}~ %
A [t L v mam’f‘&i

4 cover menﬁ“ rom Pgl iont to Boardman was prepared by

meile. 4

A [ comm—rar— INDEXED - 97 |
AT v APR14.1055 | X116 -
RS 1955

Lo MAILED 19
t)"’ > é W
. (&)
JEV: jaa, ¢*
( )
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Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for
release to you.

Section 552 Section 552a
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fer
4£ir Force. He has access to practically all
classifted information, according te the United
States Air Force. 4 SumRmnary memoraadum dated - === -
‘ July 16, 1954, concerning Yon Xerman wae furmmished
3 ted July 16, 1954. - -

[— is undeudtedly tdeatical
: v ¢ indivicual ef the same . who fs & -
b”(/ nRaturalized United States citizen

are not ideat t.,[tablc

t is our intentton to interview Von KXarman
b'l(/ -and the results will be furntshed to yous
Your early attention to this matter will
be apprectated.
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RECONMENDATIONS: | b"’ C/

l. It is recommended that Von Karman- be interviewed
end asked if any arproaches have ever been made to them either directly =
or indirectly for classified information. During the interviews
it shovld be impressed upon them that they immediately contact the
Bureau in the event such approaches are ncde in the Sfuture. If you
agree, letters to the field are attacked.
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UNITED STATES DEPART OF JUSTICE

a AIRTEL
the following Tty g« message to:

5/12/55

TRECTOR, FBL (100-372586)
THEODORE VON KARMAN, wWa.

IS - R
Reurlet 4/14/55.
b1e b1D
VON K , 1501 So. Marengo AvVe., rasa
on instant date that VON KARMAN is currently

n to the U. S. until approxima

not exgected to retur
. esumed to be in Paris now but information

June 1 He is pr

regarding his exact current whereabouts in Europe can be-

obtained at his NATO office of the advisory Group for Aero-

nautical Research and pevelopment (AGARD) » palais de Chaillot,:
[ Soimont |

JPA:CEA .

k)
I(,A 105-863

394
ﬁll\NFORMAT\DN CONTAINED
HER‘JNE!S 2N’u‘-.§3if ' [y

JREPURSSTE L L St

>4

/D - REGISTERED - AIR MAIL
‘ A\a,/[/"’ ___,_,,,-«-"""""'w :

o ce BenzpiAY 24185 . o
: re ' Sent_________ﬂ

s Approved: )
spectal Kgent in Charge
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ad been to see him.

related that Dr. Theodore A/ Von'Karnan, a German aircraft industrialist, who
operated a factory near Moscow, is now connected with the NATO Aeronautical

Research; that Von Karnan ,at one in the Bella Kuhn government and is  :~.
known to have been a Corpmunist. hought that this might be of interest

to us.
. ‘f’bf\"‘\
cc - Mr. Boardman . V _
Mr. Belmont . 1
&\
_‘\- N

LBN:fc “\’ .
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354-8Y
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P AIRTEL :
Transmit the following X3IECHNX message to: ,

7 s s
DIRECTOR, FBI (100-372586) ' %L ¢
: o ,| 4

THEODORE VON KARMAN, IS-R. o ’,,[’ K-

& &

Your attention is called to the fact that'_a,"'
the course of an authorized interview with VON KARMAN,

’

6/28/55, re another matter, VON KARMAN casually exhibite
a copy of a 2 page AEC letter concerning him, dated-10/13/
which had beep directed to the d th

District Office,,&nd s1gned by

| Waghington Area, Security Opera

This letter opened with the paragraph, "Transmitte
herewith are copies of reports of investigation concerning.
subject which hagbeen prepared by the FBI pursuant to the .
| AEC Act of 1946. These reports. are forwarded for your

review and determination as to whether your department
desires this office to further consider your request for
clearance of the subject for access to restricted data".

At the bottom as enclosures was the notation,
"FBI reports (31)".

This letter set forth an itemized bill of particulgr€/1
re VON KARMAN which were presumably considered to be derogatOryf
These charges were subsequently answered in detail by VoN 7 -
KARMAN on 12/20/5l, with copies being allegedly furnished to-
. the Air F d eau. VON KARMAN al'so personal
saw AEC re these allegations., .. _:of

VON K4RMAN was obviously irritated by these:opfnk
allegations. He was espécially bitter concerning an - ¢
allegation that his deceased sister had been "friendly" with
Professor ALEX4NDER GOETZ of the Calif. I

» Institute of
-\ Technology, and "whose political ideologtes were str ly';/‘
I i~ -t : B
‘Q JPA:kkh RECukp J0C — 3 /dbti%!é" / ‘ i

R - [ur. Belmo%f —_ N
105-863" .; . caT e ‘955‘, 12 "

AIR MAIL REGISTERED . 24 JUVL ¢ A

) L :

_&ﬂ(x ,-,:

. e Approved: F Aﬂ / ¥ " SenfX-
' N N~ (/ special Ag&0t fin Charge SN

T IR RART oY



Page Two.

Pro-Nazi". VON KARMAN interpreted the latter comment re
his sister as meaning that she was GOETZ' mistress;: a:

point which he vehemently denied. He felt that it obviousl
had no bearing whatsoever on a matter of clearance re him
was an "indecent" insult to the memory of his sister; and
a matter which he wiahbd s avenge. Although VON KARMAN
was not specifically critical or bitter toward the FBI or.
its oger’ations, he naturally assumed that the allegations
jtemized were containéd in the indicated FBI reports, and -
the resentment created by the open revelations contained
in the above AEC letter was clear. .- ' IR

~

The interview, however, terminated on an amiable
note, and VON KARMAN indicated that he was now relieved, - -
and that this was simply a matter that he had to get off -
his chest. ' o

For the further info of the Bureau, VON KARMAN
is currently Ghairman of the NATO Advisory Group for
Aeronautical Research and Development, with headquarters
in Paris, and is also Chairman Emeritus of the Scientific
Advisory Roard of the USAF. He plans to remain in this
Country until September, at which time he will return to

lParis.

MALONE

C0¢ HMR. BELMONT
ANBEUTERVISOR cmmscesmmat

DOM. INTEL. DiVISION
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EE

'0ﬁice _Memormzdum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
’ . Telaca
T0 ¢ L. V. Boardman DATE: July 6, 19;)’5/:/\;
LY, oA
' INFORMATON CONTAINED
mon ¢ A, H, Bl HEREIN IS CHCSSIF

SUBJECT: THEQDORE VQV KARMAN, with aliases
INTERNAL SECURITY - R

Von Karman is a world-renowned aerodynamicis
born 1861, Hungary; entered the United States in 1930;
-~ naturalized in 1936. He s currently Chairman of the
=% North Atlantic Treaty Organization Advisory Group for :
-Aeronautical Research and Development, with headguarters
- In Raris, and Is also Chairman Emeritus of the Sclentific
Advisory Board of the United States Alr Force.

Von Rarman was investigated by Bureau in 1950
‘under character of Internal Security - R and in 1954 as
applicant matter at request oy Atomic Energy Commission

(AZC) (Reports to AEC and &I). Investigation reflected |, .’:
Von Karman associated with several Communist Farty (CB) '\
members and with William Perl, knoum Soviet agent. He Y
admitted to Bureau agents during the investigation that ; & Lo
he was an official in the Bela kun Government (Communist) Uy
in Hungary in 1919. He denied present or past CP member= IR PR
ship, » o ~i S
T -y P
Zos Angeles air-tel dated 6=30=55 reflects {‘,hat SOE

during an interview with Von Karman on 6=28=55 he casual O
exhibited a copy of a 2-page AEC letier concerning him dated -
10=213=-54, which had been directed to the District Commander, =
Washington, D. C., and signed by 7
Washington Area, Security Operatior‘lsg
was a letier oy transmittal to GSI of 31 Bureau reports 374
and contained a bill of particulars of adverse iInformation Nl
developed concerning Von Karman. Von Karman said he gasumed 7 &
the bill of particulars was based on FBI reports, He stated,i O:
he had answered bill of particulars with copies going to
AEC, Alr Force and Buredu. Von Rarman expressed his
T irritation over charges re his sister's assoclation with
<~ ., 7 fAlexander Goetz, who was allegedly pro-Nazi. Bufiles fail

o B

UNRECORDED ¢

$ to reflect Von Karman’s sister was Jriendly with Goetz, but
A -~ do reflect Von Xarman was alleged to be Jriendly with Goetz

A .+ and that Von Karman's slster was alleged to have declared
,)\_f" < ‘herself to be a Nazl;sympathizer, ~Investigation, however,

# . > \disproved both alleghtions. oG, = 725! Cy

AN Y -~ . RECORDED-83 ™ ~—=./ZX> 6- :

# :“_\ sE8 : ) A . .

a;\\ - (5) / cc: ZLvBoardman 2 Ju gq 1955 - ..

;o LT AHBelmont s :

TR T A . - . -

34 JuL 1008585 “ bl ¥
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ﬂbmorandum.for Mr. Boardman

- There is no indication Von Karman received FBI
reports, contrariwise, as refle cted in Los 4ngeles airtel,
Von Karman stated he naturally "assumed" that the allegations
itemized in AEC letter were contained in FBI reports.
Inasmuch as AEC letter to 0SI referred to FBI reports, the
inference arises that this info re Von Xarman 's sister came

JSJrom FBI reports. -

Bureau has been Jurnished Previously with copy

T of AEC letter to OSI dated 10-13-54 and with Von Karman's
r reto dated 12-20-54. These were received from
AEC, 191855, who advised that in accordance

clearance procedures the Air Force was requested

to obtain certain information from Von Karman so that AEC

In this reply 12-20-54 to AEC
Von Karman made reference to the AEC letter to the Air Force

J dated 10-13-54 in which AEC had requested_a statement from

concerning "Alexander Goetz with whom Von Karman's deceased
sister is reported to have been Sriendly and whose political

! ideology is allegedly strongly pro-Nazi." In Von Karman's
letter of reply he statsd he considered the above quote an
inexcusable insult against the memory of his "beloved sister."
He stated he could not see what such a statement had to do with
his access to atomic information. - e
. ) \
: 4 notation b arpeared on Von Karman's o\‘léb
letter reflecting that would not reply in writing 091\."5‘
to Von Karman. One Photostat each of AEC to OSI >
.dated 10-13-5¢ and Von Karman's letter to dated / S“,’ é"‘ .6 .
12-20-54 is attached. NN
| - \P\Y3
RECOMMENDATION 2

insult to the’.memory of his sister.

AEC should be asked to advise us of any action they
take to straighten out this matter. - - .

'\x“\ Y 4 ZH B 8

T e\ mee o L. L
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-'Ojﬁce Memomnduyz s UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
’ Al ¢ 3'; ) Tolson :
0. ¢« MR, L. V. BOARD][AII/J':,FI’: | DATE: July 12, 1955‘: %3;1:.":5"—74

Harbo

Nohr
FROM ¢ MR. Ae He BELUO - - A Parsons
: B 5?%ﬁﬁﬁznwcmwmmp T
o C o rEUN S UNCUSSED L, sises
SURJECT: THEODORE VON KARMAN, with aliases ""‘L--Z?L@a@'ﬁé& Tele. Roow
INTERNAL SECURITY - R Holloma
» . - y

4

il
Reference is made to my memorandum dated July‘LG, 1955,
pointing out that Von XKarman was investigated by the Bureau in
1950 under character of Internal Security - R and in 1954 as an
applicant at the request of the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC).
Investigation reflected Von Karman associated with several
Communist Party members and with William Perl, known Soviet agent.
He admitted to Bureau Agents that he was an official in the Bela
Kun Government (Communist) in Hungary in 1919. He denied present .
or past Communist Party membership. By airtel dated June 30, 1955,
Jrom Los Angeles it was pointed out that during an interview with
Von Karman on June 28, 1955, he casually exhibited a copy of a .
| two=page AEC letter concerning him which had been sent by the AEC
to the 4th OSI District Office, Washington. The letter !
transmitted Bureau reports to 0SI and contained G nuymber of o
questions which the AEC desired OSI to ask Von Karman. One of the
uestions concerned Alerxander Goeiz and the AEC letter stated :
Goetz = with whor his deceased sister is reported to have been e b
Jriendly and whose political ideology is allegedlq strongly pro- Tre
Nazt." Bureau files SJailed to reflect Von Karman's sister was S
Sfriendly with Goetz. They do reflect that he (Von Karman) was
allegedly friendly with Goetz and that his sister was alleged to ‘\
have declared herself to be a Nazi sympathizer. Investigation, ., \§
however, disproved both allegations. ’ ¥ "“

It was recommended that Liaison discuss this matter ™
with AEC and point out that Bureau files do not contain the V&
allegation regarding Von Karman's sister's association with Go
and that the AEC leiter led Von Karman to the assumption that
erroneous charges came from FBI reports which resulted in his

o

2 -0 X2z, - -

N

D IN

7%

"J
D C

P

protest. : | S
This matter was dis Liaison with b7c '
of the AEC on July 11, 195S. stated that the wording o (]
the AEC letter to OSI concerning Von Karman's sister was in errors

CWB2fjb

< _ Dy g
" 1- Mr. Belmont

7 - . aJUL..‘ZOIxQSS
1- bl —_— -
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Memo to Mr. Boardman

Jrom Mr. Belmont

8tated he had taken action to insure that the persons
| Tesponsible for this would not agein make such a mistake. He
advised that the only informati

e AEC had on Von Karman

0
wvas from the Bureau's reports. ﬁma informed that the
manner in which this was handle a r that the FBI was

hepp

"confidential.
protested strong

a
responsible for these erroneous charges. %stated he was
” exiremely sorry for this and could assure ould not

ated that he was lodging a strong protest
of OSI regarding the fact that OSI had given
C letter which was classified

Jurther advis n had
y to AEC and thatmhcd
talked to Von Karman to try to cclm him . -
”again expressed his regrets that the AEC letter
was in error. e let the Bureau know the
of his protest tom It was reiterated to#
8hould

that extreme care
information so that
the Bureau.

ACTION:

e exercised in the handling of
no unjust criticism could be reflected upon

This is submitted for your information.

‘Lo

)‘ | '.t».
w "

i

M
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BY COURIXR SERVICE

T Swaree -

Date:  ust 9, 195

- Yoz Director (origina; & 1)
Central Mmte1} gence Agency
2430 y 4 Str‘Ct’ - W,
Washington, p, C.
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Froms John Fdgar Hoovcr, Director
Federal Bureau of dnvestigation
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. A review of Bureau siles reflects that the
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Oﬁice Memorandum . oxirep stares GOVERNMENT

™ DIRECTOR, FBI (100-372586) DATE:  9/15/55

SUBJECT: D €. THEODORE VON KARMAN, was.

Ilco!u !‘umish nothing else of a specific nature th

m

.‘;ﬂl‘: SAC, LOS ANGELES (105-863)

~= IS - R

THEODORE KARMAN, 1501 So. Marengo Ave., adena,
(Chairman, NATO Advisory Group for Aeronautical Research and
Development with headquarters in Paris, and Chairman Emeritus,
Sclentific Advisory Board, U. S. Air Force, Washington, D. C.),
telephonically advised this office on 9/7/55 that she has
Hecome 1ngreasing1y iDset in recent months concerping the.. .

. N DV

wnere VO KOARMAN S
related that

D1 Tz Y engaged.
a divorcee about 50, Naqd WrlLLEer o
wherein she stated that
while he visits in the States.
particular exception to the word TV 8its” used by oM

she described as a y. s. citizen, and pointed out tha VON o,
KARMAN was not "visiting"in the United States when he returns
to this country since the United States 1s his home.

8730 /55

| LOOK,.

er eling toward this country, but she

at would
reflect on her loyalty to this Government.

explained that qwho N
gl ged 1M DaVton, Ohio, had former Yy worked in
h f

rld wWwar II, and that

"She thereaf

—
has g :

JPA:CEA |
(3) -
REGISTERED MAIL ;- |

PO

Jinterred that this attitude by b1c




- It is
real purpose ochall may have been, but
it is speculate a may we have been motivated by

LA 105-863

y this office what the

possible jealousy rather than an oncern for
the national security. Although has been
cooperative with this office in the past an as been con-
sidered reliable, it is recalled that she has on occasions
previously called this office on nonspecific matters at
irregular hours under circumstances indicating her to be

Lunder the possible influence of intoxicants. The above
complaint, though given by her in a rational manner at about

5:40 PM, was followed on the same date by a telegram to this

office at 10:04 PM. It read as follows:

8 - repeat vis n ates.'
information, VON KARMAN doest not
e United States.' The United States is
‘him home and when he 1is here he is not visiting

when he returns. _

The indices ngeles Office contéin no
information regardin er former husband's first
name was unknown to )

\ :

Thé above 1s furnished to the Bﬁreau for information

only, and no further action is being taken by this office.

e
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- NATO Addvisory @roup for Aeronautical Research and Devcloﬁncnt
and is Chairman the Sctentists Advisory Board
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‘ or dorg—Yon Xormsn be tnterviewed concerning
his relationsrip with the subject.
You should arrsnge te interview Fon Karman W
: t teraine his knowledge of and relationship with
b‘]C/ The result of this contact should be set forth
eROrandun form suftadle Sor dissemtnation.
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"= 1 - 100-372586 (Ven Karman)
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c€6 (Theodore
“V¥on Karman)

“ujiles reflect subject use
ersonally recommended subject for
Yon Farman, aged 7?5, naturalized

ejerence Dr, Theedore i#on wno
present consultant position
US 1936. Von Karman is one ™8 S Aerojet-Zeneral Corps Per
Bufiles, as of October, 1955, Von Karman was currently Chairman of the NATQ
Advisory Group Jor Aeronautical Research and Fevelopment and Chairman
Xmeritus of the Scientists Advisory Board of the USAF., Internal Security
investigation of Von Karman by Burecu tn 1950 and AEC Applicant investi-
gation in 155¢ reflected he 33 associated with severgl CP members and ‘
with ¥i{lligm Perl, known Soviet agent., No subversive or esplonage ,;‘)1(;
activdty developed and, on iaterview, Von Karman adritted in 1919 he was

” :

driefly a member of communist repime o nied
or pre

-
eRtIon was called to ¥Von man'’s personag Je or .

current employment a8 consultant, Re Von faraan, OCNO advisés
G-2 tnvestigations R In l and 1948 were Javorable, Subsequently fn
1948, G-2 recetved allegation Fon Karman had been CP member in Hungary tn
1918. 4dditional inquiry by G-2 failed to Preve or disprove
b - RoaRmendes d DY DOS Uy 8 071 G

ion and Fon Xarman was on o

—
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L. V. Boardman September 7, 1956

cc - Mr. Boardmsn

ﬁA. H. Belmont

. WPBYEREAL SECURITY - ITALY | 6"3“?0 T

) ‘personally recommen SEPDIC YL
’7’Von ‘Karsen. Concernti Von xnrun, .OCHO
¥ 0=2 in 1941 and 1948 wish favorsdble: :
received allegation Von Karmsn had been CP':.
. Additional inquiry by Q-2 failed to prove or .
and Von Karman was recomssnded for position or




nly 5 nas used von Karman &8 a relerence,
conoerning Yon Knrm Buﬁlea reflect he is one of founders of Aerojet-
General Corporation and as of October, 1955, was currently chairman
of NATO Advisory Group for Aeronautical Research and Development and
Chairman Emeritus of the Scientists  Advisory Board of ths USAF,
Internal Security investigation by Bureau in 1950 and A:XC epplicant
investigation in 199; reflected Von Karmsn assoclated with several
CP members and with William Perl, known Soviet agent., Ko subversive
eapionlge activity developed and, on interview, Von Karman admitted thsat
in 1919 he was briefly a memdber of communist governmnt ragime o
R 9 8 mbership

OBSERVATION:
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ﬁ Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agcncy(io;s)
for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the
disposition at a later date.

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

F e following number islto %e used for reference regarding these pages:
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X  Deleted Page(s) X
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GSA FPMR (@ CFR) 1014118

_UNITED STATES Gt iRNMENT o P

Memomna’um 5
TO . _ ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI DATE:
| | . | NOV 15 1972
i : SAC, NEW YORK lips-new) (P) . ?ﬁﬁ'
' @
SUBJECT: . THEODORE VON KARMAN .
r‘.- | - (00:LA) ' : MERF IS UNCLASSIFIE2 XG5

Wi diiE S50 GTHERWISE |

ow the significance of this information:

\ 354.39qy & %-97

ASSIFIED BY: THEODORE VON KARMAN (Ed.)

\ RZASON: 15 (© California Institute of Technology

o Guggenheim Aeronautical Laborato

BECLASSIFY ON: XL i

Recipient offices are requested to 1dent1fy subject

and to handle the mvestlgatlon in accordance with Section 10

Manual of Instructions. In any investigation no reference
should be made to the original source of this information.

725FL < /o
B2 nNov 20 972

1l - New York
1l - New York

DDO:kap

Y 0LiEE F1ar, X

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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D e e D U
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- Subject may be identical to Bufj.le 100-372586 a.nd
IAfile 105-863. :

Y
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_ Type of References Requested:

< /4
EET == 7755

4-22 (Rev. 1-22.60)

Federal Bureau of Inve‘ thatzon
Records Brar -

IReqular Request (Analytical Search) -
%All References (Subversive & Nonsubvetsxve‘
Subversive References Only S
Nonsubversive References Only

ﬁlMain. _ References Only

Type of Search Requested:

| Restricted to Locality of
Exact Name Only (On the Nose)
l:l Buildup - _variations

Subject T e e Ars e L0/ NepeMasy
Birthdate & Plage _ — .
Address Catidernim 57 Fu 7< ¢f Jee/ -

. /70‘//10,/
Locahtxeq"i—'{‘ fii"f‘f,/f <

RE Date //97 pearcher ﬂ/

Initials _ 7~~~

Prod. —
FILE NUMBER SERIAL

' A 355 6

///C -/55€7

/47’/}’(:1/ 25C 4(’/21.4_6




GSA FPMR (41 CFR) W01-11.8

UNITED STATES. GOVLRNMENT

Memomna’um
TO ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI ( oo-372586) DATE: 1 /12 /73
FROM : SAC, LOS ANGELES ~(105-863)(c )
e
. SUBJECT: THEODORE VON KARMAN =
S Is - R S INICE P,
o f 00: 1A 2

Laboratories, Pasadena, Californ a, advise '
Dr. THEODORE VON KARMAN has been deceased since 1963.

In view of the above no further 1nvestigation being
" conducted.

\ ,5) Bureau (

- New York (RM) b‘
1- Los Ange

WIM:fet . J)

(4)

REC‘49 R

Ba] U. .S’ Y avmg.r Bond.r chularl_y on tbe Payroll Savings lex

e = T
e .




	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

