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SYNOPSIS OF FA

b‘,o b?D rumors that subject left Budapest after
overthrow of Kun Government in 1919 due to
general animosity towards Semitic persons

. and his sugposed Sympathy with Communism,

6®  Subject noi snown to have been zctive in ’)’IM .

C/V Ny Kun Government or to hold position therei
\ 5\ v {‘ No Communist Party affiliations known. w
0 met KARUAN-only once about one year ago a b/

L e :
- \[\ ,o\ which time he appeared be "somewhat sym- b Cb‘]D
| / ‘ ishi

» - pathic to Communism", denies fu
o.)\’ information re subject to nformgnt
o Rk

3 Europe. - S ¢
N g - A R # H

Vo %
DETAILS:
[SFE REVERSE SIDF FOR

r oo, 5=+ .

interviewed by
Investigashanas Jnited States Air Force, at which time there was di
(a played to

_writer tand

wo pictures of subject, one taken apparently vhen he
was appro, ely twenty-five years of age and the other 3 in
January by Time Magazine and apparently recently -taken, as
not advised as to the name of the individual depicted in to-

graphs and stated that he could not recall ever having seen the person
before nor was he acquainted with the subject of the photographs. When
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it was explained to him that the photographs were those of subject he
advised tnat it was his recollection that subject would resemble the

more recent photograph but due to his very-slight zcquai e with
him he did not immediately recall him from the picture. tated N
that he had known the trsther of TUDORYRAIWAN (Ly which name he repeatedly

.

- in Racapest aro 1922 at which time they toth were

in that city. He also noted that he had met ¥UR

- uaN_the father Of subject, a well known teacher in Pudapest. Accord-
ing to’ ke knew TUWR by reputation as a teacher at the Jozef Nador
dniversTUy’ and one of the foremost authorities in hydrecdynamics btut that

he never personally met him,

recalled that subject left Hungary after the Kun Govern-
ment was overthrown and that he sutsequently went to Aachen; Germany,
wiere he taugslt in the University and evidently continued his scientific
work, Subseguently KaluiiN came to this country and has c-.i-.zeﬂ”iii been

€ngaged in the scientific field in California. £ccording .u e hac
never known subject having Leen referred to as Vull AN, stating that
in Hungery the name has simply teen TUDUR SatGlaN, culd not recail,
othsr than ty attrituting his stutements to general rumor at the time,
facts concerning subject's fleeing from Budapest aznd stated that it was
his recollection that he had supposedly left the country due to the fact
that after the Kun Regime there was a wave of anti-semitism throughout
fungery end thut furthermore sibject had apparently evidenced or
some sympubhy “vvard Communism or the Kun Regime in particular.
however, stated tnut be did not xnow nor had he heard rumors to the effect
that subject had been active in the Kun Government or that he had ever
attained or served in uny official or honorary capacity under that Sovern-
nent. :

ssed

It was further related that. had no krowledge concerning
any Communist «ctivity or membership in the Communist by subject
in Hungary, Germany, the mited States; or elsewhere, @was unacquainted
with facts concerning subject's entry into the United STates and details
concerning his activities and associations subseguent to his arrival here.

Pursuant to an invitation from
along with several other individuals of t; was about a

== d a half ago invited to home in Washington .
WSubject who vas at that time visiting in the cityo The -
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evening was of a social nature, the conversation being generally innocuois,
although at cne juncture it turned toward the subject of Communism znd

in particular the present Communist controlled government of Hungary. In -
refer ereto the subject stated ths
This remark was recalled t state 2T 111 COioea b

1t was an implication that KaRlAN was speaking favorably of the fact thzut
the Hungarian people were presently living under a Communist Government
and apparently voluntari Yy so doing, answ O hie one o he

Y
shrugged and stated, Due to the fact that most
— of the individuals present during thi€ eveming were in some field of
scientific endeavor t nversation also concerned itself with generzl
scientific talk, noted that sutject was accompanied that evening
by a lady who he subsequently recalled to be probatly his sister, JudirhlkE, -

eming— it is noted that Confidential .

Informan who h (

n, toth of whom were described
oted tha had informed him that in
s subject had st and had also visited
he three hundredth jubilee of the Moscow Academy of
did not know the facts concerning this trip of sutject.

by him as being

~Communist.
the Spring of 195

Moscow to gt
Science,

W coruco that he had been interviewed by Informant
a zovernnent agency which conducts security investigations, in Bur

in 1948 and that he had made available such information as he possessed .
concemning Communist activities and persons of Communist sympathies in

/bz pic b1l

-3-
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Hungary g¢ive any. information concerning
subject nor was he questioned relutive thereto, He further stuted that
had he been questioned concerning subject, he could have offered littie
information of value due to the fact thut he was not personally acquairited
wilh him and that his knowledge of him and his activities was simply de-
rived from unverified ruors., This information concernng .subject's reascns
for leaving Hungury after the Kun Government's overthrow has teen set forth
alove.

-PENDLEE
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It is requested that all of the following leads be held in
abeyance pending advice from the Rurcau concerning the permicsitility
cf’ the indicated interviews being made,

BALTIwONE L1VISIUN

ol BALTIwunE, MakYLaND

concerning his knowledge of sutject and in partic
concerning his political activitic: in Hungary in 1918

3 4
and 1915.

EuoTUN UIVIS Il

AT LIS HulE, MaSSACHJSLEITS

ievi

for his informaztion concerning subject and in
particular the latter's rolitical’activities in Hungary during the
Rela Kun Leginme.

NEw Yuhkh UIVISiuN

AT KBw YURK, NEw YuhK

reported to te connected with the

concerning his knowledge of subject and the

atter's activaties in

WwiSHINGPUN FIELD LIVISIUN

AT WASHINGTUN, D. Co

Will interview
concerning any informu:tion in his rossession concerning sucjecta
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X - ; .4 Fo‘r: thel;.i‘ormatlon of :Béiﬁimb;e:éx;d ;B'ési‘:on;-a" .re.portl f;‘éh

N CIC dated April, 1948, reflected that TUDUR KAKMAN had joined the : _
- Hungarian Communist Party in 1918, while an Assistant Professor of Physics. -
at Jozef Nador Technical University in Budapest, When the Communist -
seized power under Bela Kun in-1919, KARMAN was appointed Deputy Cormissar
of Cultural ‘and Educational Affairs remaining as such until- the Kun Govern-
‘ment was overthrown in 1919,  at which time he fled to Germany and settled
in Aachen, transferring his Communist Party membership. - He subsequently
came to this country and during the war. worked on research in aerodynamics
for the United States Army Air Forces.-. =~ . - . ~ '

It is.noted that subject is one of the foremost aerodynamists in -
rld and is known to have been closely associated in scientific research
plD with Comunist Party members. = = . | -
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\

B




OPCA-20 (12-3-96)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

4 Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated,
explain this deletion.

O Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for
release to you.

Section 552 Section 552a

a o O ®X7XA) O @3
O ®)2) a ®)7)®) u (i)(i)
a ®G) O ®)(7)©) O &

O ®)7)D) O &)

O G)7)E) O &)

a ®X7)E) o @
o @) O ®)® a &5
a ®)o5) a ®)9) O x)6)
a ®)6) O &X7)

O Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your
request is listed in the title only.

ﬁ Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies)
for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the
disposition at a later date.

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

# ilEe followingmmber is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

0-372556 - 3|

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
X  Deleted Page(s)

X
X No Duplication Fee X
X  for this page X

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXX FBI/DOJ



RE JUN 1R 1851

IN FORYY KINT MGEINGO CLATMD 20 BAYE MECEIVED MUTHDONSOS OF MCHIR
mmmmnmmmmunm.;_;_.f’
= ooy "LEXINOIN BEPORT GR OTIER NIPA RRACRSS FURSDNND DRSS RS
‘Kaseun, PPN 1ABGMTRY, COLBSIA UNTYENSTYY, FRRL KHWS %O NAVS SESVED A
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RKPORT.  SUTEL.
-
ALL INFORMATION %M/ (e

I HEREIN IS mssrseeo —
1/93 WT movsa

65-50235

o 65.” Vou nn-) /

T
.




y

2
4

‘& s

4.‘_ o %( '\ .M N _:: d »»."
END OF PAGE ONE B ¥ \,ﬂ‘* 99 19225 1m0 Jm/b'&»

AND WASH FLD 32 LOS ANGELES} FROM NEW YORK 9
DEFERRED . blc

a : .“‘/,
THEODORE VON KARMAN, WAS, IS-R. REBUTEL MAY SEVEN LAST. THOROU%’ i/
SEARCH OF RECORDS OF COLUMBIA UNIVERISTY LIBRARY, INCLUDING MASTERS
AND DOCTORS DEGREES THESES FROM EIGHTEEN NINETYONE TO PRESENT,
REVEAL NO THESIS ON BELAYKUN COUP IN HUNGARY. ONLY ITEMS LOCATED RE
THIS SUBJECT WERE FOUR BOOKS INCLUDING A VOLUME OF BOUND PAMPHLETS
ENTITLED QUOTE WHAT IS COMMUNISM, END OF QUOTE, WRITTEN BY BELA KUN,
PREFACE BY KISHKA, PRINTED BERLIN, GOSUDARST, NINETEEN TWENTY, IN THE
RUSSIAN LANGUAGE, TRANSLATED FROM GERMAN. ANOTHER BOOK ENTITLED,
QUOTE THE MOST BURNING QUESTION DASH UNITY OF ACTION, END OF QUOTE,
WRITTEN BY BELA KUN, PUBLISHED BY WORKERS LIBRARY PUBLISHERS, NYC,
NINETEEN THIRTYFOUR. THIS, BOOK MISSING FROM COLUMBIA LIBRARY SINCE
AUGUST FIFTY. ANOTHER BOOK, ENTIT D Sipre o OTTO BAUER-S WEG,

CORD o y
UNQUOTE, WRITTEN BY BELA K""qnﬁﬂxﬁﬁnﬁﬁﬂ Aﬁcuacs, PUBLISHED BY MUNCHEN

[

PROMETHEUS = VERLAG, NINETEEN THIRTYFOURqAANQTHER BOOK ENTITLED,

, QUOTE REVOLUTIONARY ESSAY, UNQUOTE, REPR&NT{WNGLISH LANGUAGE

Ne REVIEW OF LATTER

O

IRON PRAVDA, LONDON, NINETE .’5’ EIGHTEEN, BY BELA
TN

. v/: .
t
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PAGE TWO

BOOK REVEALED NO REFERENCE TO SUBJECT. SEAFCH OF GENERAL INDICEC OF f}
COLUMBIA LIBRARY RE NAME AND ALIASES OF SUBJECT REFLECTS NUMEROUS 2}@
REFERENCES TO HIM AS AUTHOR OF VARIOUS SCIENTIFIC BOOKS AND PAPERS }tg}*
BUT NEGATIVE RE ANY ASSOCIATION WITH BELA KUN OR HIS REGIME. SUGGEST
BUREAU RECONTACT OSI FOR EXACT TITLE AND OR AUTHOR OF THESIS OR THESES

REFERRED TO IN BUTEL AS FURTHER SEARCH AT COLUMBIA NOT FEASIBLE

WITHOUT SAME. FOR INFORMATION REBUTEL APRIL NINE, LAST
D NOT ACQUAINTED WITH SUBJECT.
INTRODUCED SOCIALLY TO SUBJECT IN HOLLYWOOD,
CALIFORNIA, ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTYSEVEN, BUT DOES NOT KNOW PRESENT b2
ACTIVITIES OR WHEREABOUTS, AND DOES NOT RECALL HIS PRESENCE IN L1D
EUROPE SPECIFICALLY DURING BELA KUN m:cmz, AND THEREAFTER. THIS
INFORMANT WAS ACQUAINTED WITH GYORGY ,LuxAcs, WHO WAS COMMISSAR OF
CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL AFFAIRS UNDER BELA KUN, AND WHO IS NOW
_FUNCTIONARY OF HUNGARIAN DASH COMMUNIST REGIME
ADVISED HE HEARD OF SUBJECT AS ASSISTANT TO PROFESSOR RADOKOVESLIGHETY,
A 'MATHEMATICS PRO]-‘ESSOR AT THE JOZSEF NADOR TECHNICAL UNIVERISTY

A

_ END OF PAGE TWO



PAGE RE
OF BUMPLSY, atfwouen wE bip IVNOT%KNOW HIM PERSONALLY. INFORMANT SAID
THAT SUBMCY AND SPVERAL OTHER ASSISTANTS OF ABOVE PROFESSOR JOINED
THE BELS BN REetuy 10 HUNGARY, AND IN SO DOING, WERE SWAYED BY
?ROﬁ““Mrm: SUBJEc'r LATER CAME TO US, AND VAS ASSOCIATED

AT CALTION, KeogpTNG 0 INFORMANTs INFORMANT SUGGESTED FURTHER INFO

e

VASHIRM N,  guppay REQUESTED TO ADVISE WFO IF THIS CONTACT

DESI_ADVISED HE CONTACTED SUBJECT

IN A BN KINETEEN FORTY FIVE SHORTLY AFTER SUBJECT RETURNED
TO THERMM ryow & TRIF TO HUNGARY, AT WHICH TIME SUBJECT
DISCUYBTMr gep coNDITIONS IN HUNGARY. INFORMANT SAID THAT FROM
ABOVEMMBESpmy. YNFORMANT WAS IHPRI-:SSED VITH SUBJECT-S FAVORABLE
REACTNE Mz cOMMONIST nomrmmu OF HUNGARY. FOR THIS REASON,
1“‘% RECONTACTED sumcr. CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT -

.nr: DID NOT KNOW vou KARMAN IN HUNGARY, ALTHOUGH

HE %W‘m MANY BELA KUN ﬂmcuouARIEs. NYO SUGGESTS
CONTABgi e+ COULD BE HAD WITH CONFIDENTIAL mroamms-

“ 1% EUROPE, &ND— PRESENTLY IN BOSTON.

B e




PAGE FOUR

b7C b1D ‘
IN VIEW OF ABOVE INFORMATION FROM OTHER INFORMANTS, AND SINCE

NOT READILY AVAILABLE, NO ATTEMPT TO CONTACT THEM
VILL BE MADE WITHOUT SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS FROM BUREAU OR LA,

RE LA REPORT APRIL TWENTYSEVEN, LAST,

_ HOWEVER,

NYO INDICES REVEAL NO IDENTIFIABLE

DATA RE PERSONS REPORTED AS CONTACTS OF SUBJECT. REPORT FOLLOWS,

SCHEIDT

i -

"
1l

HOLD
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\ Transmit the following message to: 84C, ,‘-, rozt | -

1 o . WASEINGTON FIELD (BSK) R T
g« S . A

‘#F,Mﬂmm: TON KARMAN, xt - B, RENY TEL MAY un' La87, 08I . .
. _HAS BEEN REQUESTED ro" mmn mxrxu Itmzurzat RE THESES '\

Af GQLEIBII 011!2&3117 II THE EVERT 2EII<DIBIIE'IWR!ﬂl!‘RS!LIW

VADE. XY IS AUTHORIZED 10 zn'mnn— a¥p ¥ro B'I?}‘ :
10 .rrmun— wr 15 vo wovzsr vesx (NN le

REYTURNS TO US. DECISION RE INTERVIEY¥ OF KER ¥ILL BE THEN NADEK.

THE FACT THAT SUBJECT IS UNDER INTENSIVE INVESTIGATION SHOULD *-~
“SNOT BE REVEALED DUBING IKTERVIEWS. . -
- HOOVER . < g g
VuKeMes Mw" 3 :.:
CC: FASHINGTON FIELD (BY SPECIAL uEsSt;'ésx ) Ezg ',‘;
cC: 'LOS ANGELES (BY KAIL) | g g iw -A
'RECORDED - u Ty T g e

Note:

&

Bu iles describe

L d

ubjects and was recommended by Iafornant

He is presently being considered for a
permanent informant symbole

*

Tolees Bufiles reflect has, since 1948, been ce
- of in i tters in the WFO. ﬁ
Clecr_____ has_been cribe
o FEBERRL GURERY G5 vy os otk sy . hrt lRepdli & tne v.5. '
Sosen_____#1, 8. DIPARIRENT OF HISTICE : o . ..
- o LA Lo DELETOE N2
TICOMMN TS SeeTa 3 TION CONTARED - TN
XY
doom___ HAY 12 195¢
Gty
(85 DESTRO Yy - L L ©
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Assistant Attornéy General
James U, ¥clInerney May 9, 18951

COKI;&D TAL
¥ s>

- Director, FBI

E ‘e
THEODORE VON KARMAN, was.,
INTERNAL SECURITY - R

-

Reference is made to our memorandum dated February
3, 1951, concerning captioned individual.

There is attached Sfor your fur C/
@ copy of the report of Spectal igent - b7
dated /ipril 27, 1951, at Los ingeles, Californiae. .

. Atfachient

]
.
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| CONCSRMIRD SUBJCT. DIRGAU DESIRSS THAT ABOVE THESES BS RIVIGHD DMEDIATELY -

) = R
X8 47y B 1% or wesaaraC ORDED !

Wy 7, 1951 wWozMr

" BAC, NEN YORK

. . '.; . WASHIROICK FIZID (BS!O 7
oo, mznaes, sommree o 8, sacagEe s, Ve 1ast

AT COUMBIA" UKIVERSITY
LIBRARY, CONCZRNTG BiIA KUK COUP IN HUMOARY, MAY RUFLECT IMPORUATION

N -

11D AW PERTEVANT TUFWTION CONCERNINO SUBJICT BE FIGRISHID BY ‘ranmm N1
NS YORR ALLG STMIT TISLIATSIY REPURT COVERING LSADS SET OUT I BULAT =
m:‘:n&‘zﬂ'mx A RIFCNCED REPORTe . .. . S ““
20037284 | | b
«- %{?}%v{ ’7(?‘:1, ?gf) SPCIAL CLISGENGER) m%cm &

o HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIRIED -
VAEKSLIB mmiﬂﬁv&%
NOTE: Subject is Chairman of the Scientifie Advisory Board," Department DR

of the Air Force, and has continu% access to highly sensitive research, 0SI
investigation in Europe verifies allegation that subject wgs an official during

in Hungary, in 1919. Because of subject' s position,
i lettep to Bureau requests that investigation be

m - ® - e oy . . . - c PR
_"OSI had also suggested that Hungaries ard Russian newspapers at the
FexYork Byblic Library may furnish further information concerning subject.,

-In vriew ¥ the fact that OSI has verified subject's participating under Bela

view.df the tremendous work involved in reyiewing Russian and -

Kin, &r
, gngafﬁanvﬁewapapers for the year 1919, this legd 1s£310t?1ng set out at
-
dt 2 pd

pﬂ?se% time,

. < .
DWe o T : /,/
LIS IrSTQVER, 3 G /-
OF IRVEST - < *, i

T FEREL ’33
. .8 DEMRTHENT OF SUSTICE

 COMMUMICATIONS SECTION EX-130)




144 200372586

- - fos Director of mta!l‘nvuttgcttm{r.d. )
: - Depariment of the 4ir Force i 7T i
- .. The Pentagom - = . s T

Fashtagion 35, Do

.From: - John Mgar féoh; Directer

| Tegeral purea of’ nveettgation
‘Subject: THEODORE VON KARVAY, was, .
B . IMTERZAL SECURITY <R .

Reference te made to your memorandum dgted’
April 27, 1951, your reference 333676, Your aemorgndium
noted that an 0SI representative abroad had Jurnished
~ informatfon tndicating that further detatls cenceratng .
8‘ subject’'s connectton with the Bela Iun uprtsing {n Bungary
N could de found in theses concerping the Bela Xun coup, at
: the Columbdia Untverefty Lidrary, - . ' -

The Fer York Offfce of this Bureau has made ¢
thorough search of the records of the Columbia Untoerstty -
Lidbrary tincluding the theses Jor Kasters! and Doctors? ™

“degree¢s from the year 1901 to the present date, This search
revealed no thesis which concerned the Bels Xunp coup in--
Eungary. : e e

.

In cdd(tion o the above, a book entitled . = , - 5
“Revolutionary Essay” reprinted {n the English language . ..
fron an,h'dﬂ“’ IQIB’GN:UP‘tt“bU -Bela Xan ﬁ! Lo
reviewed, IThis reviev fatled to reveal any tnforagtion .
concerning subfeot, - - - _ - CoeE

P In the event you destre a Sfuriher chéét- of tqfor- '
::““;t’ ~ mation contgined trn the Library of Colxmbia University,-tt -

e Gl {8 requested that you recontact your representative tn -

. Europe for the erdact titles or the authore of the theaes .
M Nichole 1 pecalled by him, - :

S pD=3TA5eeNC

WAK :LJB - : 4 MAY, 171951

~ | s o
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In connectfon with the tnvestigation of subject,
several reliable tnformants who have Xnowledge of the
activities of the German Comnuniet Party, and wvho vere
present in Hungary during the-Bela Xun Regime have been
oontacted. One of the informants has advised that he has
~edrd of subject as having bdeen a foruer gssistant to
Professor Rado Xoveslighety of the Jozsef Nador Technical
University of Budapesi, Hutigarye. The infornant, alihough
he does not know subject personally, hcs hearl that sudject
ard several other assistants of the above praofessor joiaed
the Bela Kun Zegiue in Lungary cs a resuli of Profesaor
Koveslighety's influence cver them, The informant ts
unadle to furnish ony. further information.

A second reliable informant aduvised that he
contacted sudbiect in 1945 after subject had returned to
this country ‘rom a trip to Hungarye. Durtng this contact
the tnformant discuesed conditions in fJungary with subject
and states that he was tmpressed with sudject's fgucrable
reaction to the Russian Communist douination off Zungary,
A8 G result, the informant states that he Las no: aince been
in contact with subject,

4 third informant has advtaed that he was personally
acquginted with Gyorgy Lukacs wvbo wae Connissar of fultural
and Educatfonal Affairs under Zcla Xun, ard who 13 now a
Juncttonary of the Hungarian Coznuniat Regime, and although
the itnforaant was present in HFungary during the Bela Run
Regire, he knowa of no connecticn of Von Xarman with Relg
Xune

_ The foregoing information te furntshed you in
confidence and it is requested that no dissenination be
~ -made outside the Office of 3pecial Investigations, 4
detailed reéport covering the above matters will be made
available to you tn the very near future., You will also
be furnished any additional perttnent inforaation developed
ooncerning subject,

e



Asststant Attorney General
James K, McInerney

May 11, 1551

\.  Director, Far '
W : 20 coyr)ésﬂrgg
: THEODORE "VOK~KARUAN 7

INTZRNAL SECURITY - R -

Reference is made to our memorandum dated
kay 9, 1951, comcerning captioned indtvidual,

There is attached SJor your further

of the report of Special Agent
_ dated llay 3, 1551, at Fashington,
( ] o
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ocen os P
Atr rorec end advised Afn shat while In Iurepe A
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Sudbfszet aleo adviesd the 4Air Force that s nos
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SAC, LOS ANGELES .- -~ wey 16, 1981
DIRECTOR, FBI o o L

LTI INTERNAL SEQURITY = R

..... REB o PR e

-

) ﬁﬁbézft,ﬂhy 9: ngl?mm¥ '-ﬂk;.‘;_A’_.'é}%gt,/A?.
/vd} | ' There ts attached Jbr-your,tgjbriiitbu a odpy |

& of OSI report dated Aprtl 26, 1851, OS5I file number
83~49 which concerns capttioned sudbject. - - o

You will be furnished addittonal information

: recetved from 0SI as a result of their continuing
—— . . in ves tt gat‘ ORe - - et e TR NERPIP RPN AR < N JU - U

* 100-372586
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SAC, LOS awGELEg
DIRECTOR, FBI

a0 &
THEODORE “yoy
INTERNAL SECURITY - R

-~

Re ¥Fo report Nay 3, 1951,

New York is eutheri

in eccordance ©ith the leads 8et out (n
b/lD report. prior to cenducttag the
L is to review it

8 [filesg concerning Ae purpese
of dctcrntntng whether the B Possession oS
eny information aot Previously megy &vailadle to ¢pe
Bureay whicy Rakes such qn interview inadvigaple,

thor 3 rview
Corceraiag
Jee s after g simtlar reytey of thei

r

: The interview o/
I8 not pet g »

Bureau files
Jlect gf 2 reliedly
8cribed ag and eltheugh he
g- has been coocpéra recent tntervtcm,
= he information Concerning .
g s T ads
sl ' .ob DESE
£< .
|
EAlES bl
::g&i Bjormation, authority in b’lC
iz ie not being granteq Gt this time, - Pt ';}
RECORDED . gy iy /ot = Rad
£ ,,8.1\-' gzmvﬁmfm- ﬂj §-30-97 - =
160-372586 F\;,\A&q\‘.g;* vqﬁq, IEN BY ﬁiﬁh—
- ¢c = Weghington I’ielae n ey N\ L’E“":e.s&ivaé"
— Beltimore @ o\ Qassifid 'Y '
— Boster N \ -
N — New York e
— iidimes 4 o
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.}‘F9> TIPESICR, FEI DATE: Ma& 12, 1951

ﬁnou : g2%, 10S A?«?’}EL}TS

i «** SUBJECT: TEen0r vonfanmman ¢\ T
i INTFRYAL SESIRITY - R h ~

Rebufile 100-372586 in sbove captioned matter,

Re Yew York letter dated 3/22/51 captioned,

Tnternal Seoapi i - reroerting the results of a detailpd interview:
with in Psris, France in Tanuarv, 1051, T

It is observed therein ths S apnapently offi-:f
cielly 2cnpne ith the Zcmmunist rezime o .;;%AXﬁgﬁp?ﬂ Hungary
in 1e]c, indicated that he hsd resiced 4n Hungary from g

at lﬁest 1 920 L"clud* e at law school at the

mllivarv service in-
[ =

stated 8180 that after his duties with_
-1in 1€1©, the Dexnocratic Sovernment in lungary ~

ommuniet regi cane in. Fe advised thet
te wopked in the under the Jommunist regime,
“he Mttdy of Was SUL it + € wes thereafter mobilized for
cYe ermy as 8 Tantsin in ﬂ*aroe of en ertillery croup when the
Poumenian anf ”7thﬁ°13vexzan araies invsded Yun- aryv. Fe served

i, this norition with the °r1v until the end of tre wap in Ausgust,
101Q,

Wwas cverthrown e;

L1 View of tre sz=hove ln’or‘etlﬂn indicating parti cination
in the 7Tommunist regime of = T4 ¥4y in “ungarwv in 1901¢C

it 8ted trst tre Turesu c¢ns1der the advisability of th-
inT ZITASTI interviewed crecifically concerninp subject's activi-
tie in Tun-ery under “TLA KUY in 1¢le,

S AS to Tr, TYRODCAE VO VAR £N, i1t is recalled thet 0=
nes farnishegd 11f~r*at €z concerning . one TOLAR K. RiHMAN who was
snvcinted Denuty “omisar of Tultursl and zducational Affairs,
in ~harzec of Fi-her educttioan &§fter the éonmunist unrising in
“unrery during 1€1° uncer the leaders "of R:LA KUY¥. This in-
foriztion alsc revesled thet TCHLZAL Tdin leter fled frcu Funzary

tc Zerqeny where he continued hj ueﬂbersnlo in the Coumunist ’arty.;

y X iTo -, { -t
J=As:res t \&)@-33 ’/. ' 0 R 3 /7.,-'. -
B e, B 10
o ‘..) L) AL A% MA‘ 16 1951

§ P;vn
MATON CONTANED - 10 .

<X
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LA 105-863

CSI has further advised
interviewed one

of Achen, Germany on &nd who' described

. as & Iormer very close fri of the subject and his -
family since about 1619. He advigfd $fat he had been informed
by subject's mcther and also ong’ kvVo: FAKLA that subt ject had been

fiinister of Culture in Hungary under BELA KUN in 1Si9 while the
latter was in power for & few months. o ’
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SAC, NEK YORK June 1, 1951 -

DIRECTOR, FBI o

TAEODORE VON KARWAN, was., YN i oD,

INTERNAL SECURITY = R / HEREIN S UNGLASSIAED,
m ,ﬂfﬂ 2 ;

Ee Kevw York report May &1, 1951,

Pagss 2 and 3 of referenced repers refl
interview with New York Conftdenttal Informant

concerning subject. That part of the interviesw reperted
On page 3 states as follows:

"This meeting with the subject occurred tn a
local hotel, at which time the subject told the
informant that Hungary vas in good shape; that
everything there was 'jJust Jine', ‘and generally
impressed the informant by hte Communisiic and
pro-Russian views conceraing Hungary. fThe
Informant advised that because of hie estimate
of subject, resulting Jrom the abdove conversation,
he has never recontacted the sudbject.”
kkile it is clear that the statement that subject
generally impressed the inforrant by his Communistic ;
and pre-iussian uvisws concerntag Hungary is en opirion of §
the informant, the report fatls to reflect that the ;

informen: wes questieoned Jor further specific atatements :
made by the subje ct which gave the informant the impresstok
that subject had Coumunfistic and pro-Russgian views concern i
Hungary.

A "7t

The Hew York Cfjtce ts to set out t{r a corrected
page S any further spectific information the informant may
be oble to furntsh concerning hig conversatien ui th subjec
that supports the tnformant's opinien ae reportad above.
In the event the informant, wvhen intervteved, was requested.
to furnish cddittonal informciion to suppert his opinton |

and was unable to de 80, that fact should be stated in
the report.

e § itshed at an carly;_

- 4 cerrected page 3 “vﬁ‘ be syrsfsded the Bureau e
offices to whom ereuccd report 50
d.‘}ﬁ" 57 L. i.ﬁ ‘.‘s {i‘f j R ot oan SR ZHTE

Los ingales
00 — Fashtngton Fie

3 “~ 5"\ < £
EAX: mez :;‘\'3 - !

- -

Note: Peﬁ{iﬁe:t information in ref.
e 2T AN reviously furpish

wAti FU 28



FEDERAL _.,
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Los ANGm -
REPFORT MADE AT . DATE WHEN FERIOD FOR WHICH MADE
-. | NEW YoRE 5/21/51 | 5/2+557,8,9,10,
- = - ‘-‘%'1"——
TITLE ) '_«}(,—‘ ) ‘~ C - \RACTER
THEODORE "'VON KARMAN, was,, Theodor Karmen, | "%
Theodr\Von Szoelloestcictak by INTE
. AGES «-f :
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: : X o
A 'O «V N ¢ €I advised edquaintance with subj ect by
p4 v "% ) reputation, and knew him to be. assistant™
AN S - ~to a professor at Jozsef Nador Technical =
p TNy University, of Budapest, Hungary, who ~. .
A o joined BELA KUN Regime and probably took -
g RV o assistant professors, including subject,
../ N LT with him. Another CI states that in 191’; P
¥y in NYC, sucject described Hungery with . =
LT ) approval and impressed informant with .-
Y (\ Py Communistic and pro-Russian views,
T, \ who was acquainted with Commissar o 2 A
SO TN Cultural and Educational Affairs in p& {
v \ ot Hungary under BELA KUN, does not b1D r‘
R 'f“;,! J” associate subject with that regime,
ol [ 0-}‘ Search of Columbia University Library
6 - 'P‘! records, NYC, for information concerning
&, T ; w BELA KUN's association with s

5. g negative, Info cohcerni ‘m
5, b7C W -ontect of agbsos

o iz ! » ‘
e ”/;L 05 l(kﬁ

/i) n/'“n‘

(v
V'S
&
RK
%
\(A .
w2
o

- ’A ( - WY 7y N
%jguria‘{ (100-372586) poorty
3 Los. tnge1eC QRN FILE

Washington Field (65-1936) ‘
3 New York -

~ .

PROPERTY OF FBI—This confidential report and its contents are.loanedsto you by the FBI
'mm“eammistributed outside of agency to which loaned. -
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NY 65-6747 - : o e R
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Confidential Informant! of known re- b?r b1D

liability, advised that he knew th€ subject in this
country, although he never personally met him either in
the United States or in Hungary. The informant advised
that he knew all of the prominent persons in the BELA KUN
Fegime in Hungary, and that to the informant's knowledge
the subject was not prominent, although the informa??/
believed he was an Assistant Professor at the Jozscf¥Nador
Technical University, in Budapest, under one Professor
RADO-KOVESLIGHETY, who was & Professor of Mathematicsy~

DETAILS:

The informant stated that Professor KOVESLIGHETY
Joined the BELA KUN Regime and probably took his assistant
profcessors, including the subject, with him. The informant
did not know where the subject went after leaving Hungary,
at the downfall of the¢ BELA KUN Government, although he :
vnderstood that he was later associated with the California
Institute of Technology, Pasadcna, California,

tas 1nlormant ana ‘
sub ject THEGDORE
them, This de
the cphd

according to the informent,
is a prominent Hungarian, who is well versed in the
activities of Hungarian Rationals in this country, and

is friendly with many former members of the Horthy
Government in Hungary, which deposed BELA KUN,.

Confidential Informant- o' known re- bL b1D
ter

lisbility, advised that in 1945 af he subjcet returned
te this country from a trip to Hungary, the informant
contacted the subject on hehalf of a local relief society

'
mny
]
T



“identified a recent photograpn of the subject and stated

NY 65-6747 XEF -

for the purpose of learning means of sending needed supplies, -
such as sulfa drugs, into Hungary. This meeting with the - -
subject occurred in a local hotel, at which time the subject
told the informant that Hungary was in good shape; that. =~
everything there was "just fine", and generslly impressed
the informant by his Communistic énd pro-Russian views
concerning Hungary. The informant advised that because of )
his estimate of subject, resulting from the above conversation,
he has never recontscted the subject. Informant advised he
could recall no further specific stztements by subject which
gave him this impression. He explained his conversation with
subject was very brief and occurred six years agce '

Confidential Informant’ of lnown reliability,

that he was introduced to the subject in Hollywood, California, -
during 1937, at which time the informant went to Hollywood
on a social visit. The informant did not recall the identity
of the person who introduced him to VON KAiRMAN, but was told
that VON KARMAN was an outstanding engineer in what he now
recalls as aeronautics, and that he had held highly responsible -
positions with the United States Government. This inforwant .
is unaware of VON KiRMAN'S present whereabouts,

Aside from the above social meeting, the informani
subsequently met VON KARMAI from time to itime in various
Hungarian Restaurants, in New York City., The informant
stated that he never met VON KARMAN in Hungary, and knew
nothing of his background there, nor could the informant
recall his name in connection with ecvents during the BiLA
KUN Regime. The informant incdicated, howevep, that during
this commune he was acquainted with GYORGY?&%%ACS, the
Cormissar of Cultural and Educational Affairs, who is also .
a functionary of the present Hungarian Comrunist Regime.,

. PO ORNSEEIPP TR R L T A TR e W v 20 htasd

According to information received at the Bureau from
the Office of Special Investigations, United States Air
Force, there was reported to be on file in the stacks at
Columbia University, Hew Yorik City, theses concerning the
BELA KUN Coup, in Hungary, which may reflect information T
concerning the subject, B3




NY 65-6747 \ ‘ , , o o __

Special Agent (A)Pthrcugh the b’k'/
coopcration of the Chief Librarian at Columbia University,

mads & thorough search of the records of that university
library, which includcd Master and Doctors Degree theses,
from 1591 to the present time, This secarch revealed no
thesis on the BELA KUN Coup, in Hungary, nor any infermation
which associated the subject with that regime, Howcver,
four itims werc located during this scarch, which are

being listed for possible future use.

l. Volums of bound pamphleis entitled,
—*7hat is Commui..sm," written by BELA #ON, pretr'ace by

KISHKA, printed in Berlin, Gosudar s 1920, in the
Russian languagc, translatcd from Gorman,

2. A book entitled, "Tho-0st Burning
Quzstion - Unity of Action," writtcen by BLLA KUN, published
by Worksrs Library Publishers, Now York City, 1934, This
book has been missing from Columbia Library since August,
350. ~

/
3. 4 book cntitled, H0tto Bauer's Weg",
written by BELA KUN in the German languags, published by
Yunchen Prometheus - Verlag, 193L,

be £ book entitled,aﬂﬁevolutionary Essay",
reprinted in the English language from "Pravda, London,
Ergland, 1918, by BELA KUN,

A review of the last book listed, the only
oné of the above list which was written in the English
language, revealed no refercnce to the subjccte,

4 search of thc general indiccs of the
Columbia Library concerning the name and known aliases
of the subject reflected numecrous refercnces to the
subject as the author of various scientific books and
papers, but did not reveal any association of the
subject with BELA KUN or his regime,

-l -
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NY 65-67L47

Confidential Informants? both 1
of known reliability and who are generally acquainted

with Communist activities in Germeny during the 1920s, kiL
advised that they are not acquainted with the subjectg &;1(7

Confidential Informant* of known reliability,
who is generally acquainted with G an and Hungarian —l
Corrmnist activities during the 1920s, stated that he did

not know THEODORE VON KARMAN, although he was acquainted

with many BELA KUK functionaries.

]
of known re-
een in 'Y

Confider:tial Informan
lisbility, advised tha
communication with one

New York li, Flew York, and cne
llew York 21, New York,

Ho derogatory information was available in the l
files of the ilew York Office, which could be identified '
with thesc individuals, It was noted, however, that the ‘0?_.

Ay o e 3 t. _one
b1c
liability, advj

b1D
contact with a

‘ York
City ith a {
ﬂColum 1a 1
anbury, Connccticut, o ‘derogatory information is

available in the files of the E VY, 0 3 which can
be identified with

of known re-

Confldential Infornan

contacted
of known




NY 65-6747

bl

A 2 b1D
Confidentiel Informant was there
interviewed by Agents of the Kew YOTPR Office, x

bl > 9%_{’;1% | f’.
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NY 65-6747

J

Confidert:al Informant furthe
s various associations with both
neither had indicsated any Co

ﬁiii durini ii
pro-nussian sympathies to him,

- PrIDING
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rmunist or
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0T 65-67147 -
LDMINISTRATIVE PAGE

: i mants mentioned in the
rcport of SA dated 5/21/51
at New York, are idcntificd &s follows:
contacted by S.
on May 8 and 9, .

contacted br S:

on ray 9, 19c1,
tact-;.d b:f S

on May 11 and L2, 1951,

ontacted by Si
on Hay 9, 1951.

€ requested t
¢ kept confidential.

identity

Mail cover placcd on the subjectts
residonce at 1501 South Harengo

Strecct, Pasadena, California, = ct
0 the report of Séﬁ
ﬂu/av/m, at Los “TCTCS,
Confidential Sourc
in the report of £A
4/21/51, at Los inglu'™

Confidential Sourcc- )
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
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during the
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NY 65-6747
LEADS

TO ALL OFFICES:

The Bureau has instructed that investigation
in this case is to be given preferred handling and
results to be submitted promptly for transmissiom to
0SI. Ffurther that the fact subjcct is under intensive
investigation should not be revealed to persons
interviewed,

BOSTON OFFICE

At Cambridge, Massachusctts

E—

Will intervicw
ambridge, Massachusetts, w

_is reported to be

For the information of the Boston Office, by
tcletype dated May 12, 1951, the Bureau authorized thi
contact wit

LD

-has becn contacted
e confidential informant of this office, = ’l

ions on a confi basis by Si ’1
end former SA ¢ New York
1c6, and ge ha information con- b7C
ccrning
(Lcad previously sc<t forth in New York
tcletype, May 12, 1951, instant case,)
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NY 65-6747

LEADS (CONT!D)

WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE

At Washington, D. C.

o (N \1C
Washington, D, C., in accordance'vy1t>
Wl ureau instructions received in Burcau teletype '

of May 12, 1991,

NEW _YORX OFFICE

At New York, New York

wWill interviewl“ in accordance b1D
with Burcau authority set for in Bureau letter dated

Hey 11, 1951,

: Will advise of the return of
confidential informantm from Europe, at which b"(/
time the Bureau will give consideration to authorigzing an

interview with her concerning the subject's activities, kil()

REFERENCE: Burcau letter to ﬁo
Report of SA

L/11/51,
L/27/51, at~ 345~

5/3/51, 7 33
AT Washington, D. C,

Bureau teletype to New York, 5/7/51.

New York-teletype to the Bureau, 5/9/51.
New York teletype to the ‘Bureau, 5/12/51,
Bureau teletype to New York, 5/12/51,
Bureau letter to Los éngcles, 5/11/51

b1c

Report of Si
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| s5c)e 4z comrm
. ’ _ " »4 j-{'_' / , “’- _- K; o .
Eeoang % 7

Dates, | Yay 22, 1951 frrrmn W._&gém—‘

Tos Legal Attache Mff..,9_"~?l7~ "/ .

Paris, France

From: John Edgar Hoover - Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Subject: THUSODORE VON KiRVAN, was.,
o INT:iRNAL SECURITY = R

Zebulet May 9, 1951.

There are attached in ation a copy of 10
the rerort of tpeciel +gen dated /April b ,
<7y 1551, and a recent photo ¢t vhich appeared

in the January, 1951, issue of "Time" magazine.

: It will be noted that pages 8 and 16 of the attached
report reflect that subject was ¥inister of Culture during
the Sela Xun regime of 1919 in Hungary. It will also be
noited on page 16 that subject is alleged to have transferred

A reviez of tnjorndttoh recently receive

' hig Communist FParty membership to the German Communist Party
- after fleeing Hungary during the same year.
r : eflecting th of an‘tnterview wtthm S
. %rweals that was apparently o/ftctally connected
" wi Communist
:and had worked in

un_in Hungary in 1519,
' under that
b'lv " Communist regimee o
: 3 <
— It 15 redlesteadiatiydl tntcrvtcm
{ at an early date for 4 @n_ tn his poss on coh-
L "~ cerning subject's :ﬂ;{&tém qwg @ 5ela Xun regice and
concerning any knowled th&' V. &ave of subversive
_ activity on th:/pm“@rij"w i .o
— At%enta i

gmﬁ““c > '\.1.
w_ ' pAK:mes /}'ﬂ} Sl ivl

: "_"'\3("\ i O
- 100-372586 o
ce - Foreign Service Desk
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-
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STANDARD IR MO, 64 . .

Oﬁ‘ic‘e Memomndz;m e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

™ iR. A. H. BELXONT Y~ _i DATE: iay 15, 1951 —
v FROM o N -3"‘: ’ “ V e [ Z -
Ve P. fx.:‘;AY': ‘ " ' Clegg______
\ SUBJECT: . N 259 ' s
' JECT: TEECDCRE VCN {AR:AN R PORMATICN CONTAINER), _ D
.~ INTERNAL SECURITY - R HNN S UNGLASSIRIED)) oo
wil 97 .6.‘..923\‘ . m?‘
—
f Theodore /on farman is presently Chairman of the

Scientific advisory Board oj the #ir Force and an investigation
has been conducted by the Burcau, assisted by the Air Force, )
which has cetermined that he was linister oj Culture in Fungary
during the Communist Belc jun regime some 32 years ago. The Bu
is presently conducting an internal security case concerning Von-Kcrman
ana this inuvestigation has, to Cate, fciled to develop any current tﬂ(;
v

ectivities vhich weuld indicate Von Zermen is ensacince in espiona €e
bg ~ p g

. . . . - . - H

Inouiries in this case were mcde in Zurope by CSI. Von !

Zarman, on oy 1L, 151, rcturned to his office in the Pentagoen ) /
Buileing, coniected the Vice Chief of Staff oj the Air Force, and SRS

acvisec him that while in Furope he hac cetermined thct ke was being -
tnvestigatecd by the uir Force. Von Kcrman advised the Vice Chief

of Staff thut ke had not belenzed to the Communist Party in Germany,
where he went c,/ter leavinyg l'ungary, but acsparently dicd not vclunteer
any information concerning his connection with tke 3ela Xun regime in

Eungary.
(" of &51, hcs suggested that inasmuch as
von Zermen 18 now aware the investi ation ieing made concerning

him that it would in cll probability be advisable, if the Burecu has
nc objections, to interroicte Jon iarwman at this time in connection
with _hi t _known Communist connections. In this connection,
noted that this itnvestigaticn is, of course, within
risdiction but thet this case is ; the most

important case CS5I has at this time and _thct h
bvlc/ eoprecicte it i, the Burecu woulc allow

(SI Counterintelligence Livision, to sit

jnterrogaiion of Von karmcn. It was noted by

is familiar with the Von Xarman case and its ramijficctions in
~Ur'tpe. e is also jamiliar with Von Xarman's werk ond relctionship
wvith the air Force. . —

It is reccmrended thet Speciclzhgent
sashington rield Cjffice, be designated to interrogace

R RECORDED-49 © ¢ . < - 2L} )
LEZCCLI ENIATICH ¢ lNDEXED . 49 - tgA{::.,é:é. ...u-' ) /\‘_N.

of the ° &
cn {ormen

-

-

ESS:jmr fin. o HANDLED mer {
= / STE’; 5&; ' BI_, 71 Jﬁ a
K v b@‘ &
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.....

inasmuch csPhas previously handled this investi L A
the “ashing area, and it is further recommended that

of OSI Feadquarters, be al d to sit in on the interrogation as _
sugcested by Such interrogation would not interfere
with the presen 1gation o5 Von Kerman inasmuch as Ven EKarman

is presently aware that such investigation is being conducted. It

is felt that to allow to sit in on this interrogation will - - .
contribute further to close liaison between the Bureau and CSI,
‘and vill result in the Air Force being completely satis;ied with the
results of this investigation. It will allow the Air Force to cover
any points whick macy be ojf interest to the Air Force which would not
necesscrily be apparent to the Rurecu representatives.

ADDENDU¥: May 15, 1951 WVAK:mes

. As you are aware, subject is considered the world's
leading-aerodynamicist. He has been associated with the Air

force in an advisory capacity since 1939. It is noted tha%t in
1945, when applyin = L A L oJ i

ave as references




The Espionage Section agrees that an interview of .
subject is appropriagie at this time as he is aware of the pending
investigation and therefore little likelihood e.ists that he -
will continue subversive activity if ever so engaged. In addition,
no allegation has been received that subject is engaged in Sub-
versive activity and as subject is Chairman of the Air Force
Scientific ddvisory Board, an interview may clarify his activities
enabling the Air Force to make a determination as to his loyalty.

It is noted that subject has been interviewed on
numerous occasions by the Bureau, most recently concerning
Williaom Perl. At that time subject advised he was completely
unoware of any subversive activity on the part of Ferle.

In view of the importance of this investigation to
OS5I, the close relationship which erists between the Bureau
and that organization d_the fact that it does not appear
that the presence of# 0SI, a former Bureau Agent, will
interfere with our i ', is recommended that the joint
interview be autiorized.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

l. That ¥FO be advised of this new development in
the investigation of subject, and that WFO be instructed

1 rview subject and be informed that authorization SJor
hOSI to be present during the interview has been granted.

2. That ¥FO be instructed to specifically interview
subject concerning the allegation that he was Minister of Culture
under Bela Kun in Hungary in 1919 and that subject be also
interviewed concerning his k e of Communist Part
shi 3

Because of the fac a

WFro shouii i instructed
in

If yoa agree, there is attached an appropriate £§§2§Q§e

¥8 presenily under investigation,
eveal the Bureau's intense interest

10 ¥WF0e

Attachment //// d««' | 8 o éaA/
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#TON ATD IEW YORK AXD LOS ANGELES FROK WASH |oIR
ARECIOR AID SACS DEFESRED ‘

® & - By
1HEQ:ORE VOX KAREAN, VAS, IS DASH R. RE_,ULJ.,T }.AY FIFIEENE,

,.,’T [_
LAST. - OSI, ADVISES SUBJHCT RELURIED Lh 1AY }\\,~;’

FIFYEENTE, AD ICY REVISITING D.C.. UNTIL FALL SEIS YEAR,

PRRTICIPATE I IIMTiVIE:S C-;'-" SUDJCT EY EUREAU AGELTS I La.

- FORVARDILG COPILS CF OSI FILE 1E SU=IECT :-»c-

FCa T=Is PULPOSE. LA AVATY LUREAU IiIlSTRUCTICIIS TEIOLL

\ LLNEVIEWING SUBJECY.

II3:.C'B
10C-z2923
2%
rz
7
359-5

ALL 1EFCRMETION CONTAINED
KERLLY 'S UNCiAS i
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2 - Same memo also authorized
m@ Counterintelligence Divigi

- replagceme
. with-

‘ copms DESTROYED

ln N y Ec .ts
%? INIrmn_,-p “
i VAN

- e 'TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS"

 THEODORE VoN xmu, ws., INTERNAL SECURITY - R. EEBJLEY TO

—_ referenced tel, subject deparied Jrom ashington on same o
R . date interview requested and authorized. It i b" C

- May 1 ][@51 although subject comes and goe% as he pleases.
. As a ngn *J[I' iew of subject:hes alry eenbauthorized,
it doe; A t B

Y Ve AN TADLAVRLAUN

To: Cf s ) j
(4] COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. May 18, 1 951 URGENY

5AC, LOS ANGELES |
VASHINGTON FIELD (BSk)

® & e

Transmit the following message to:

'I’O nr TIII'IRI LAST FITH CCPI To L4, AND lI'O fi’L MAY SEVENTESN
LAST. LA IS TO II!'ERVIE!’ SUBJECT IN ACCORDANCE ' l'I TH RERBEIC&D

BULET. THE PRESENCE ol— 0SI, DURING INTERVICW

IS AUTHORIZED UNLESS LA RELATIONSHIP.: r.rra- IS NOT lﬂ C |
CORDIAL AND LA THEREBY OBJECTS. IN SUCH CASE, FULL FACTS v

ARE TO BE FURNISHED BUREAU. INTERVIEE IS T0 BE CONDUCTED o
BY EXPERIENCED ACENT. SUTEL RESULTS.

HOOVER . ,/ '

CC: WASHIRGTON FIELD (BY SPECIAL KESSENGER )
CC: NE¥ YORK (BY MAIL)

100-372586 Q/ &lﬁmroxmou CONTAINED.,

EIN IS UNC 1

FAK:mes /W ‘ ' ’&Mk : '

Note: Authority for interview recommended by memo from b -
Keay to Belmont, May 17, 19 irector.

interview at request of

that 0SI, at that tme, advised Liaison Agent
that s Ject would be in Washington for interview on

1m"‘%ton hip::

y lﬁf

CCORDED ~49MAT 35 sgsst ﬁ-r

OB 07 10p : ' 6]1 .



[ FEPUORIE Srer I S RN
[ W A 3 rH

MSHINGTCN 7 AND NEW YORK 4 FROM BOSTCN 5-16
JIRECTOR AND SAC  DEFERRED

P ‘, } o

[HEODORE VON KARMEN, WAS, IS DASK R. RENYTEL MAY TWELVE LAST.
-n INTERVIEW THIS DATE STATED SUBJECT COMPLETELY
IKNOWN TO HIM AND THAT SO FAR AS HE IS AVARE HE HAS NEVER HEARD .
VENTION OF SUBJECT-S NAME. -WAS UNACQUAINTED WITH
INDIVIDUALS ACTIVE IN CP AT AACHEN, GERMANY, WITH EXCEPTICN OF
ONE |

REPORT FOLLOWS.

‘ - / ‘ ; (/ ‘l, -
| THORNTON ”ECORDED_, ,/*; . .
RILAFORMEATION CONTENED e 37
HEE IS ungmssgﬁ ;?-.zié LR sl ‘ ‘g’L
&d EA.’\'

@0JUNT et Pl



| 8ac, 105 AYGELE(] g, w15, 1951
DIRECTOR, FBI. |

)] '
THEODCRE VOX EARUAK, wa8e, . PR
INTE. BiL SECURITY - 8 , :

ot~
} Re lLos Aageles report dated April 27, 1401,

‘ _that gsubject has Dee
New York, Jew York,

The atiention of Los ingeles aad new Fork is
called to 0
entitled
Wase, Ald," @ Copy Oof chic s in
the Los ingeles Cffice (Los ‘ageles
fork ftle 117-128).

pPO3E@8ELION @
Jile 117-83; Xe

New York is to deternine i/

mentioned tn refer d repori ia tdentic:l with
3ureauy subdject )

105~-37858C //EiTCL

cc = e York

WAK :mes N

!

e
(LR ~"°""A’7f"i CONTMNE)

.
N
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4
\
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C Ry 1218
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cour tmsnmcron 30 AND BOSTON 3#%% Nol;il m;:g 12§ . 645 h
m:cron AND SAC. o éé ;z”‘

DEFERRED HEREIN IS INCLASSIF!
/ el
. { ' t// // A e

THEODORE VON 'KARMAN, WAS, THEODOR KARMAN, THEODOR VON SZOE] v»“' ¥;;
ISR. REBUTEL MAY TWELVE INST. INFO OBTAINED MAY TWELVE Thﬁ?*6}-w!-. p—

gzs STILL IN EUROPE AND DATE OF RETURN INDEFINITE. //// "

NYO WILL ADVISE BUREAU WHEN SPECIFIC INFO RE HER RETURN OBTAINED.:

—ADVISED MAY TWELVE THA

el
-

PR

i i

' .

. o

v .

AL

IN VIEW THEREOF BOSTON REQUES-
FOR ALL INFO RE VON KARMAN. FOR INFO BOSTON,

TED TO INTERVIEW

HAS BEEN CONTACTED ON

CONFIDENTIAL BASIS SEVERAL TIMES BY SA AND FORMER

OF NYO AND HAS FURNISHED NYO DETAILED INFO RE

15 crose Frieno of [
W » 1 of tiss oFFICE. RE VON KARNAN, BOSTON REFER REPT "R

- MAY THREE INST, WASH, DC, PACE SIX, FOR BACKGROUND INFO.
guorzn FURTHER SUBJECT IS SEVENTYSIX YEAR OLD WORLD RENOWNED

a AERODYNAMIST WHO CAME TO THIS COUNTRY IN mm:n:zn THIRTY AND FROM
: murn:m THIRTY TO FORTYTWO EMR{ECORD
o NAUTICAL LAB, CALTECH, PASADENA,

&~
-

S V/r: T/ ~

l’m:cron OF GUGGENHEIM AERO
AS consm:mnry

Sl 1351
fg? NATIONAL ADVI ORY COMMITTEE FOR AERONAUS!CS AND CURRENTLY IS

L 4 &
oLt <30 | x
o G o

W10




PAGE TWO

CHAIRMAN OF SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARD, DEPT OF AIR FORCE, PENTAGON
BLDG, UASR, DC. AS SUCH HE HAS CONTINUAL ACCESS TO INFO PERTAINING
TO HIGHLY SENSITIVE AERO RESEARCH. BUREAU HAS INSTRUCTED INVESTIGA-
TIONFTHIS CASE TO BE GIVEN PREFERRED HANDLING AND RESULTS TO BE SUB-
MITTED PROMPTLY TO BUREAU FOR TRANSMISSION T0<9§£: FURTHER THAT THE
FACT THAT SUBJECT IS UNDER INTENSIVE INVESTIGATION SHOULD NOT BE
REVEALED DURING INTERVIEW. FOR‘lyzg_ggREAU, NYO HOLD{ﬂE\INTERVIFW

et e st S0

or-u ABEYANCE UNTIL BUREAU AUTHORITY RECD. LA ORIGIN.

“SUTEL AND SUREP. ~ lo'l'}? VI

SCHEIDT \
END, AAD PLS

WA'$S NYR 30 WA JD
BS NY R 3 BS NER
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HEREIN IS UNC P e

m&i&iu%mn ’ 5 % VR

VASHLAND WFO 1 FROM LOS ANGELES 23 /24/ | .

~DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD DEFERRED b
/ A

% THEODOREVON ¥ KARMAN, IS-R, BUFILE ONE HUNDRED DASH THREE SEVEN TWO /iy(w -/

EIGHT SIX. REBUTEL MAY EIGHTEEN LAST. SUBJECT INTERVIEWED MAY TWENTY-

THIRD INSTANT BY SA— ar 14 ofF1ce In THE PResENCE oA b1C
S os:. 7 VHICH TINE HE ADMITS SUBSTANTIALLY AS FOLLOWS

CONCERNING HIS AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNISTS BELA KUN REGIME IN
HUNGARY IN NINETEEN NINETEEN. SUBJECT IN NINETEEN TWELVE WAS APPOINTED

$

o T

PROFESSOR OF AEURONAUTICS AT AACHEN, GERMANY. IN NINETEEN FOURTEEN,
HOLDING A RESERVE commrssmnl, HE WAS CALLED BACK INTO THE AUSTRO DASH
HUNGARIAN ARMY AND WAS ENGAGED IN AIR FORCE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
UNTIL DESITERGRATION OF THE ARMY IN LATE NINETEEN EIGHTEEN. ABOUT DEC.
NINETEEN EIGHTEEN, BEING STILL ON LEAVE OF ABSENCE FROM UNIVERSITY OF
_-'AACHEN, HE BECAME PART TIME ADVISOR TO EUGENE GONCI, ASST. SECRETARY OF
zE }:nvcanon UNDER COUNT' MICHAEL KAROLYI, PRES. OF THE INDEPENDENT
“m REPUBLIC oF “HUNGARY. GONCI-S SUPERIOR AND MINISTER OF EDUCATION WAS
. smcnmn KUNFI. SUBJECT ALSO THEN GAVE A COURSE OF LECTURES AT THE

JOZSEF NADOR TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY AT BUDAPEST. CQ E SURRENDER OF

RGO En WE{ NINETEEN,

8AP

‘ THE GOVT. BY KAROLYI TO COMMUNIST BELA KUN -IN MAR
GONCI TELEPHONED SUBJECT TO STAY ON IN HIS QOSIT&OG‘TO WHICH SUBJECT
REPLIED THAT HE WOULD TRY AND DID REMAIN. KUNFI AND T )62 BOTH
TﬁﬂPORARILY CARRIED OVER BY THE BELA KUN REGIME, BUT REPLACED AFTER
ABOITI' UO MONTHS BY GEORGE LUKACS, WHO WAS A COMMUNIST AND WHOSE TITLE

m&smw E aaNDLERBY
| w0 CUFix. . ""3'&

;' LR o 3

g




ASE TUO

__ﬁﬂﬂs PEOPLES COMMISSARIATE FOR EDUCATIONAL AFFAIRS. SUBJECT CONTINUED
‘ HIS DUTIES AS QUOTE ADVISOR UNQUOTE UNDER THE BELA KUN REGIME TO BOTH
KUNFI, GONCI, AND THEIR SUCCESSOR LUKACS UNTIL THE COLLAPSE OF THE
BELA KUN REGIME AT THE END OF JULY, NINETEEN NINETEEN. SUBJECT WITH
THE TITLE OF GROUP LEADER HAD AN OFFICE IN THE MINISTRY BLDG. OF
BUDAPEST AND HIS DUTIES CONSISTED OF PLANNING FQR UNIVERSITY EDUCATION,
CHOOSING PROFESSORS AND PREPARING COURSES OF STUDY FOR BOTH SCIENCE
AND ENGINEERING. AFTER ABOUT ONE MONTH IN THE BELA KUN REGIME, HIS
DUTIES INCREASED SO THAT HE WAS THEREAFTER SO ENGAGED FULL TIME AL-
THOUGH ALSO DOING SOME LECTURING AT THE SAME TIME. WHILE SO ENGAGED
SUBJECT BELIEVES THAT HE RECEIVED COMPENSATION»FROM THE BELA KUN REGIME
AND ALSO WAS COMPENSATED AS AN ARMY OFFICER AND FROM HIS LECTURING.
UPON THE COLLAPSE OF THE BELA KUN REGIME, SUBJECT REMAINED IN BUDAPEST
ABOUT A WEEK AND THROUGH FRIENDS IN THE AIR FORCE WAS TRANSPORTED TO
HVIENNA AND THENCE TO AACHEN, LEAVING HIS MOTHER AND SISTER BEHIND.
VHIS PURPOSE IN HASTILY LEAVING WAS TO AVOID NECESSARY EXPLANATIONS.
LSUBJECT ATTEMPTS TO EXPLAIN HIS FORMER AFFILIATION WITH THE BELA KUN
TREGIME AS PROHPTED BY, ONE DASH INFLUENCE OF FRIENDS AT THE UNIV. OF
fBUDAPEST WHO PREVALED UPON HIM TO PARTICIPATE FOR THE PRESERVATION OF
;THE HUNGARIAN SYSTEM OF EDUCATION. TWO DASH HIS OWN DESIRE TO PREVENT

m PAGE ™0




- THE COMMUNIST INFLUENCE FROM DESTROYING THE COUNTRY-S EDUCATIONAL

SYSTEMa THREE DASH HIS BELIEF THAT THE COMMUNIST CONTROL WAS ONLY A TEM-
PORARY THING. FOUR DASH HIS ADMITTED DESIRE TO PRESERVE HIS OWN LIFE,
THAT OF HIS FAMILY, PRESERVATION OF FAMILY PROPERTY AND FATHERS LIBRARY.
SUBJECT DENIES ANY PAST OR PRESENT INTEREST IN COMMUNISM, DENIES THAT

HE WAS A MEMBER OF THE CP UNDER THE BELA KUN REGIME PRIOR OR SINCE,

AND WAS NEVER ASKED OR REQUIRED BY THE BELA KUN SOVT. TO BE A MEMBER

HE HAD NO PERSONAL DEALINGS WITH BELA KUN AND HAD NEVER SEEN HIM.
SUBJECT STATED THAT HE DID NOT CONSIDER HIMSELF AS HAVING BEEN ASSOCIATED
WITH THE BELA KUN REGIME, BUT CONSIDERED HIMSELF RATHER AS AN OUTSIDE
ADVISOR ALTHOUGH HE HAD AN OFFICE IN THE MINISTRY BLDG. HE NEVER RE-
CEIVED ANY INSTRUCTIONS TO PUT COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA INTO THE SCHOOLS AND
ASSOCIATED WITH REGULAR CIVIL SERVICE PEOPLE, VERY FEW OF WHOM WERE
COMMUNIST EXCEPT AT THE VERY TOP. SUBJECT REMARKED THAT HE ONCE TOLD
THE BELA KUN AUTHORITIES THAT HE WAS IN AN INDEPENDENT POSITION, WAS
AGAINST THEIR THEORIES AND THAT SUBJECT WAS CALLED QUOTE MR. PROFESSOR
UNQUOTE AND NEVER QUOTE COMRADE UNQUOTE. SUBJECT ADDED THAT IF ONE IS
UNDER THE COMMUNIST REGIME FOR FOUR MONTHS AS HE WAS, QUOTE YOU ARE
IMMUNIZED FOR LIFE UNQUOTE. SUBJECT STATED THAT HIS IDENTIFICATION WITH
THE COMMUNIST BELA KUN GOVT. IN NINETEEN NINETEEN HAS NEVER BEEN

‘RAISED EXCEPT ON ONE OCCASION IN ABOUT NINETEEN TWENTY DASH TWENTYONE
END PAGE THREE



| WHEN HE VAS A MENBER OF THE GERMAN EQUIVALENT OF THE SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY .
‘FOR AERONAUTICS AT BERLIN. AT THAT TIME HE WAS QUESTIONED BY ABOVE S
SOCIETY, EXPLAINED CIRCUMSTANCES, AND ALSO EXHIBITED TO THEM A LETTER
FURNISHED BY ALEXANDER IMRI, MINISTER OF EDUCATION IN THE GOVERNMENT
SUCCEEDING THE BELA KUN REGIME WHEREIN SUBJECT WAS COMMENDED FOR PRO-
TECTING THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM OF HUNGARY BY HIS EFFORTS. SUBJECT ALSO
ADVISED THAT UPON HIS RECENT RETURN TO THE PENTAGON FROM EUROPE WHERE
HE LEARNED OF A CURRENT INVESTIGATION RE HIM, HE PERSONALLY CONTACTED

—VICE CHIEF, UsS. AIR FORCE, WASH. D.C. aND IN- DIC -
FORMED HIM OF HIS ABOVE ASSOCIATION WITH BELA KUN GOVT. SUBJECT CLAIMS
HE HAS NEVER BEEN APPROACHED BY UNAUTHORIZED INDIVIDUALS FOR SECRET INFO.
ON BEHALF OF A FOREIGN POVER. ALSO CLAIMS NO FIRST HAND KNOWLEDGE OF

CP MEMBERSHIP OR SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES— L1C

VERY COOPERATIVE BUT EXPRESSED A DESIRE THAT ANY EMBARRASSMENT TO
HIM OR THE U.Se AIRFORCE BY NEWSPAPER PUBLICITY BY THIS DISCLOSURE BE
AVOIDEDs FOR INFO. OF WFO- RECORDS OF LA PUBLIC LIBRARY INDICATE THE
COMMUNIST BELA KUN REGIME WAS IN POWER FROM THREE TWENTYTWO NINETEEN
TO SEVEN THIRTYONE NINETEEN, WAS GRANTED SAFE CONDUCT BY ALLIES TO ¢
GERHANY) REACHED PETROGRAD, RUSSIA ON EIGHT FOURTEEN NINETEEN WHERE
A RECEPTION ‘WAS GIVEN IN HIS HONOR ON EIGHT NINETEEN NINETEEN BY SOVIET
'OFFICIALS. REPORT FOLLOWS. ' )

HOOD

wo | | '
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Oﬂice Meme,.  'um « uvsiTED staizc GovERNMENT

TO s .

a«

FROM ¢

SUBJECT:

Director, FBI DATE: June 1, 1951

SAC, Los Angeles

e ~
THEODORE ‘VON " mzm was, ro- - /
INTERNAL SECURITY - R G s
(Bufile 100-372586) “ R

Rebulet dated May 23, 1951,

~ In view of subject's detailed explanation of his conneotion

with the Communist Bela Eun Regime in 1919, as furnished by him upon
interview on May 23, 1951, results of which were reported in Los Angeles
teletype of the same date, a spot surveillance of the subject is not

considered advisable, and is not contemplated by this office at this

time, -
JPA smkm
107863 N
RECORDED - 118 [/~ ~ -.__J. D8 e
SN 7 1eRE ) =
10 (\
B0 (ferame
25 135E ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFI
OATE_£-2£- 97 BY,
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.- .

SAC, NEV YORK o
DIRECTOR, FBI

THEODORE VON KARMAN, was.,
INTERNAL SECURITY - R

Reurlet June 7, 1951,

You are authorized to tntcrutcw_ b']C/
Sor any information in her possessfon concerning - b‘]D
possible membership or activity fn the Communist v
Party on the part of subject. : R .

The interview is to be conducted in c\ihhhcr,
that will not embgrrass the Bureau.

~c R .[; ) 71/ -
REVORDED - ©* ;5o g7ps0s 57/

cc - Los :ﬁfelcs
KAX:mespt ) _ :

Subject is presently Chairman of the Scientific
Advisory Board of the Department of the Air Force. , .
He is being investigated at the request of the Air Force =
on the basis of an allegation that he was Commissar . -
of Education during the short-lived Bela Kun uprising.-
in Hungary during 1918 and 1919. . Subject has been inter-.
viewed and he has admitted occupying an official position
in the Beh Kun Government, but has denied Communist Farty
membership. 'The original allegation._in,this matter also .

alleges that subject, after leaving Hungary in 19197
was a membg “_the (e ‘ n { Do N T

een freque

U S Bt € 150%8:

nt¢ly in
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STAND R, FORM ¢00. 88

| 0]?’306 Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO s Director, FBI ' DATE:June T, 1951
FROM 3 SAC, Wew York
A /
SUBJECT: TAEODORE VON KARMAN, was; 3.4 - i
IS - R . ?’;’ﬁ'*ﬂ\ e > S A

(Bufile 100-372586)

Rebulet 6/1/51.

Attached hereto are five coples of a Corrected page 3
to be substItuted for page 3 of N.Y. report dated 5/21/51.
Appropriate copies of this page are enclosed for those offices .
reviewing copies of this letter.

: 3 geles :
 ———————————— - D
2 advised that he does not know THEODORE VON KAMAN under his

\¢ true name or known aliases, nor could he identify a photo

N of subject. He stated that he has a faint recollection of a

¥? Professor KARMAN in Budapest who was an old man thirty years

' ago and if this indivicdual was in any way connected with subject,
} -; he must have been subject's father. However, he could give no
=’ further information concerning this Professor KARIAN, or whether

T he in fact had a son or other relative who could have been
.\, -identified with subdject.
“ cL .-\.‘ .

hs

ropee,

advised he was

It shg
the MIHALY KAROLS

SN

- ¢in March, 1919,
" government in Hungary and 1n suc capacity

. g of BEEAKUN-and a number of other Communis
&5/ regime. He stated that he was thus well acquainted with the

- gpvarious top level functionaries but could not recall specifically
.. who were the Commissar or Deputy Commissars of Cultural and
Educational Affairs, and definitely did no te subject's b/‘D
name with these offices. According to th issue of
"pmerikai Magyer Nepszava®, a H i
published in New York Cit

P

-
“

£y

- Encls (5) 2 S T
cc-BostKgg(mcI? (2)) :!3...@;8 I t.,.’_;,‘i S
cc-Los eles (Encls 3) '¥P ¢ : R
cc-Washington Field (2) Encls) ~.§-JUN- 8 18 WO
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Letter to Director
NY 65-6747

b:L For the additional information of B
CIEadvised this offic /51 that re-
. &{TC/ tu 0 NYC from Europe on In accordance Wil

instructions in 3utel 5/12/51, the Bur s requested to B
bTD aavise thnis office if it desires tha be contacted
concerning the subject, .




L e, S -

RIGIN: LOS ANGELES

R R

TION

MADE e | DATE: PERIQD: g
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LA 105-863 |
I. Dl'.EERVEW WITH DR. THEODORE VON KARMAN | -

Dr. THEODORE VON KARMAN, Chairman, Scientific Advisory Boerd,.
Department of the Air Force, 1501 South Marengo Avenue, Pasadena, California,
was interviewed by thce wr ‘

ay 29, 1951 at the los Angeles -
| U. S, Air Force, ‘Maywood, =~
California. He furnished substanti e Tollowing informetion after

Office in the prescnce of,
first being informed that he was not required to make any statement whatever
and that he had a right to be represented by counsel. ;

He was born on May 11, 188l at Budapest, Hungary ond received
his early education there. During 1902-03, he served the required one year
of military duty in the Austrian-Hungarian Army and then atterded Jozecf
Nador Technicel University in Budapest from 1903 to 1906. In 1906 he
entered the University of Gocttingen at Goettingen, Germany, from which he
received 2 Ph.D in 1909. From 1909 to 1912 he was engaged as a lecturer at
the University of Goettingen. .

In 1912 he was sppointed Professor and Director of the Aeronautical
Laboratory at the University of Aachen at Aachen, Germany. In August , 1014,
holding a Reserve cormission in the Austrien-Hungarian Army, although a
Germon citizen, he was cclled back into service where he was engaged as a
Department Head in the Air Force Research and Development Division. He
held the rank of First Lieutenant and developed, among other things, the
first helicopter and the first sealed gas tonk. He served: in this ca-
pecity until the disintegrotion of the Army in late 1918.

£bout December, 1918, being still on leave of cbsence from the
University of Acchen, and because of Armistice conditions it wes
impossible for him to return to occupied Aachen, he became a part time
Advisor to his friend EUGENE]GONCI who was then Assistant Secretary of

e ———

Education under Count MICHAEL ]KAROLYI, President of the Indepeadent Republic —_
of Hungary. At the scme time he gave e course of lectures on feronautics

at the Jozsef Nador Technical University in Budapest. GONCI'S superior:

and Minister of Education was SIEGMUND"KUNFI.

4  Upon the surrender of the govlsrnment by Count KAROLYI to Cormunist
BELA“KUN in March, 1919, GONCI personally telephoned the subject &nd re-
quested him to stoy on in his position to which VON KARMAN replied that
he -"would try" and in fact, did remein.

Both STEGMUND KUNFI and EUGENE GONCI, who were non-Communists )
were temporarily carried over by the BELA KUN regime, but GONCI resigned

-2-
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later Q.'t):d after. about two months, it was believed,. . KUNFI was_replaced by

GEORGE)JLUKACS, who was def -a_Comminist, and whose title was People's

__ Commisgs
\| Foearast,.

regime to KUNFI

for Educetionel Affairs.
who, of course, was also

LUKACS' immediste assistant was EMERIC
& Communist,

VON KARMAN continued his duties es Advisor under the EELA KUN

» GONCI and their successors LUKACS and FOGARASI until the

collapse of the BELA KUN government near the end of July, 1919. "He had a
title of Group Leader in the People's Commissariat for Educational Affairs

and had an office in the

other title.

Subject's duties as
education and included the cho
curricula of study in the Scie

Ministry Byilding in Budopest. He never had eny

Advisor consisted of planning For University
osing of professors and the preparation of
nce and Engineering fields in cooperation

with the universities. After about one month in the BELA KUN regime,

his former part time duti
thereafter so e

lecturing.

Budopest approximate

es gradually increesed so that he was actuslly

ngaged full time, although he was zlso able to do some

While so cngaged as fLdvisor » he believes that he received compen-
sation from the BELA KUN Govermment for his services, although he did not
pay attention to the financisl aspect because the money issued by the Com-
munists was practically worthless.
he continued receiving regular Army P&y as an Army officer, and he also
received compensation from his lecturing. L

In eddition, for some time thereafter

-

Upon the collapse of the BELA KUN regime, VON KARMAN remzined in -

1y one week and then, with the assistance of STEPHEN

\ FAKLA, an old Army officer friernd with whom he had served in the Imperial—

“AIT Force,

he was able to 1le

Air Force officer in 1919 although
Upon the overthrow of the BELA KU
Plene and transport the subject to

Ject crossed the frontier with
Aachen, Germany. His mother an
continued to reside until 1930.

ave Hungary. FAKLA was then stil]l an active

disapproving of the Communfst government,
regime, FAKLA erranged to get en army )
the Austrien frontier. From there sub-

& regular passport and then proceeded to
d sister remeined in Budepest where they

that might naturally have been rcquired. His prior fears and concern for
the life of his mother and sister 5
family property did not sti}l exist inasmuch as he felt that the Allies e

left behind, and the preservation of -

-3-
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who would follow could well maintain a good govermment. He returned to
Hungery in 1921 on a Hungarian passport, had no trouble whatcver , end did
not consider himself as = refugee. o

VON KARMAN gave the following explanation ond rezsons for his
connection with the BELA KUN Govermment: = . -
l. He stated that friends at the University of Budapest preveiled .
upon him to stay with the Ministry of .Education in order to
- preserve the Hungarian system of education. In this regard he
pointed out thot he was very well known there ond thet his
father MAURICE KARMAN had previously been a Professor at the
University of Budapest until his death in 1G615. HisTfather
had also been an Advisor to the Minister of Education from
1909 to 1915 under the Royal regime of Count APPONYT,

2. He stated that he hed o prersonal desire to prevent the Communist
influence from destroying the country's educational system and
believed th:it cooperation could best make this possible.

3. He stated thot it was his personal belief that Communist control
of the country was only = temporary end passing influence and
that conditions would shortly be returned to normal.

k. He stated also thaot it was his personcl desire teo preserve his
own life, that of his family, =2nd to preserve the family property
including his fother's lerge library, and believed that remaining -
in the Ministry could best achieve these results.

Subject claimed also that he was not then nor has he ever been a
member of the Communist Perty. He stated that he hod never been asked or
required to be & member of the Cormunist Party by the BELA KUR Government.— =
He recalls advising the BELA KUN zuthorities on severzl occasions that he
was against their theories and was in an independent position. He wes
therefore called "Mr. Professor' ond never "Comrade." In this regard
VON KARMAN remarked that if one is under o Communist regime for four
months as he was, = person is immunized against Communiem for life.’

As to BELA KUN himself, he had no personal dealings with him and
in fact, had never secn him. He hod never received any instructions to
put Communist propagand= into the universities and his dealings were gen-
erally with the Civil Service people, very few of whom were Communists
except at the very top. ) . '

g,

Y -
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VON KARMAN carefully differentiated and explained that he did
not consider himself as having been a "part of," “connected""or "associated
with" the BELA KUN Government, but considered himself rather as having
becn an outside "Advisor" who was "identified" with that regime.

- ~ VON KARMAN indicated that he believed that he had rendered a
service to his native country. In this regard he pointed out that after
the fall of the BELA KUN Government and his return to any, he had re-
ceived a personal letter of cormendation from ALEXANDER IMRI, the succeeding
Minister of Education for Hungary, wherein he wes commended for his efforts

The subject did produce however a typewritten letter in German
on the letterhead of Prof. Dr. L.] PRANDTL, Goettingen, Den,- dated
dune 28, 1920. It was addressed to "Professor Dr. v. KARMAN, ferodynamisches
Institut der Techn. Hochschule, Aachen," and read as follows, according to
& translation previously prepared by the subject on his own letterhead.
A photostatic copy of the above letter is being retained in the files of
this office:

"Dear Colleague,

"Heve my best thanks for your detaoiled letter of June 16;
I was especially gled to have the statements concerning ‘the '
Hungorian matter. I was very glad because I beliewe that the -
Justification of your way of action will be much more perfectly
established, than it seemed possible before. I myself know you
too well to have any different opinion of you; however for such
persons who are less acquainted with you, it is very useful that
You have the opportunity to speak up yourself. =

[

"I forwarded immediately your stzatement to the W.G.L.
(Scicntific Society for Leronautics) and attached a copy of the
letter of the Hungorian Minister of Education."

- Concerning GEORGE LUKACS » People's Commissar for Educational
Affeirs under BELA KUN, ond with vhom subject dealt primarily, VON KARMAN
stated that he would be epproximately 60 yeurs of &ge now. Upon the
collapse of the BELA KUN regime he had returned to the Sovict Union where
he wes employed at the Soviet Acadeny. According to informotion contained
in current Hungarisn newspapers, he is now believed to be a Professor of
Philosophy at the University of Budepest. He is =lso reported to be - kg

o
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currently in disfavor with the present Communist Hungarian government for .
not being sufficiently Communistic. - B

As to the other Cczmuip st officials in the BELA KUN Government,
VON KARMAN recalls & Dr. EUGENE]VARGA who wes believed to be Commissar of )
Economics. 1In l9§5~_while in Mos\:ow to attend the 220th anniversary of
the Academy of Sciefice of the USSR, he met VARGA at the United States -
Embassy in Moscow at which time he was then & representative of the Soviet
Union to e Reparations Conference. :

Other officials that he recalls only from newspaper accounts of
that day include ALEXANDER G/RBAI, who wes believed to be nominel president
although BELA KUN of course wes the actual heed of the goverrment. GARBAI
ves in fact a Trade Union Leeder in the Imperial ‘Regime and was merely
brought in end used by the BELA KUN ,Govermment to rally the people. Also
in the governmment were one PUGANY and one SZANTO, who were
Cormissars of War and Commerce s respectively. Nothing is known concerning
them. '

Regerding the position teken by other professors at the University
of Budcpest and Jozsef Nador Technicel University (where he had been a
visiting professor from 1908 to 1909, including the period of Communist
control) subject stated that other professors, names not specifically re-
called, also found it necessary and expedient to cooperate with the BELA
KUN regime in order to preserve the educctional system ond their own .
physical property which was being seized end turned over to the peasants.:
He did recell Prof. RADO KOVESLIGHETY who wus Director of the Seismology ..
Department, who though not = real Communist » 8lso found it necessary to
cooperate. He was believed to be on the stoff. of the University of
Budapest et that time. '

As to STEPHEN FAKLA, mentioned ebove, subject advisgd that his =
present whereabouts is unknown. He last heard from him during 1930-35
vhen he wos believed to be an Instructor in the Air Force. After his
return to Germany, VON K/RMAN invited FAKLA to the University of Aachen y
where he completed kis studies end thereafter was his assistant for a
time. If alive today, FAKLA would be sbout 50 to 55 years of age and
would probzbly be somewhere in the Western Zone of Germony.

Upon returning to Aachen, Germany in 1919, VON KARMAN continued,
he resumed his former professorship at the University of Aachen where he
remained until 1926. In 1926 he made his first trip to the United States
to the Guggenheim Foundation at Pasadena, Celifornia. From 1926 to 1930 he
spent considerable time both in the United States and in Germany.

-6-
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In 1930 he immigrated to the United States to become Director
of the Guggenheim Aeronautics Leboratory at the California Institute of -

Technology, Pasadena, California. c a citizen in Los Angeles in b’\o
1936. _JIn 194k, at the request of ‘U, S. Army Air :
Forceﬂ“'he became Advisor to » S. AIT Force and also be- )
came airilie with the National Advisory Committee on Aeronautics. He -
is currently engaged as Chairman of the Scientific Advisory Board, Depart-
ment of the Air Force > with an office in the Pentagon Building, Washington,
D.C. BHe also is Professor Emeritus at the California Institute of Tech- :

nology, Pasadena, California.

this matter and believed, in fact, that it was generally known. However,

he indicated that he had never volunteered this information to government
authorities in this country, except as hereinafter noted, nor had he ever
been previously questioned regarding it by anyone anywhere except in Germany
in 1920-21 when he was associated with "Wissenschaftliche Gesellschaft fur
Luftfahrt" (Scientific Society for Aeronautics). The President of this
society was Prince] HENRY, brother of the Imperial Keise ' WILHEIM, At that
time subject explained the circumstances as given above 'and also furnished
them the previously mentioned letter of commendation sent him by ALEXANDER
IMRI. This apparently satisfied all concerned and no other questions were
ever raised. At that time Dr. ADOLPH JBAUMKER, now at Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base, Dayton, Ohio, was in the A Ministry in Berlin, Germany and
worked with the subject. It is pPossible, subject stated, that he mey know’
ard recall the circumstances of this questioning and the results. o

Subject stated that while in Europe recently he was advised of a
current investigation of him there by Prof. NICHOLAS}'SCHEUBE of the University
of Darmstadt in the American Zone of Germ . SCHEUBE had been offered a
three month Information Trip to the United States by the Amerizan Militery — =
Government and SCHEUBE hed visited him in Paris to inquire as to where he
should visit in the United States. At this same time he. informed the sub-
Ject that he had been questioned by an Americen officer concerning subject's
association with the BELA KUN Govermment in 1919. VON KARMAN explained
that SCHEUBE had been a former student of his at the University of Aachen

- @nd wes his assistent from 1923 to 1926. b,' C/

there-

after, on May 11, 1951, contacted
of the U. S. Air Force at the Pent®gon Bu; ding, -
investigation end furnished him'the circumstances .of his prior association
with the BELA KUN regime. This wes the first disclosure to any U, S, Govern-
ment authority. . ST . -

-7~
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-As to the latter mentioned trip abroad which extended from late
March, 1951 to May 8, 1951, subject stated that it was = combined official
business and pleasure trip. - ’ -

He visited Algiers, North Africa where he attended & Scientific
Conference. He then proceeded to the Seshara Desert where he inspected a
French Guided Missle Project. Thereafter he went to Tunis, North Africa,
and Rome, Italy for pleasure. Finally, he proceecded to Paris » Freance R
regarding the setting up of en Air Force Research and Development Organiza-
tion for the combined North Atlantic Treety Nations forming NATO (North
Atlantic Treaty Orgenizations). o

. Concerning the previously mentioned attendance in Moscow in 1945
on the 220th anniversery of the Academy of Science of the USSR » subject
stated that he was one of approximately sixteen United States scientists
who had been invited. At that time he was zlready in Europe on a military
mission. At the conclusion of the conference he then proceeded to Budapest
to visit his brother and has not been there since. ‘ ,

Subject stated further that he has never furnished classified
information to any unauthorized person, American or foreign, and to his
knovledge has never been approached by any unauthorized person requesting
such information. In this latter regerd, VON KARMAN cloimed also that at
the zbove mentioned meeting in Moscow in 1945, VON KARMAN was not only
not approached for information, but to the contrary, Russian scientists
were apparently prohibited from contacting him for fear of his attempting -
to get information from them. - o =<

‘Communist Party members or otherwise engeged in subversive acti
now aware of such former activit

Of the above ‘ine’ntioned individuals, he was most surprised to
was a ist Party member. Subject admitted having
while the latter wes ‘

learn tha

elso
previously referr 11s "investigation, sub-Ject expleined that he

~
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businessman, is now believeg -by the subgec
on a new invention, details of which are not known to

hin,

Subject explained that his name is now properly designated as
THEODORE VON « On occasions in the past he has used the name of
THEODORE DE KARMAN, a French designation which is normally used by his
sister. The correct Hungarian version had been TODOR KARMAN. His honorary

- Hungarian geographicel designation of "SZOLLOSKISLAKT" indicating a land

owner, wes available to his family making his name TODOR SZOLLOSKISLAKT
KARMAN, but such a designation is rarely used he added, except by the
"snooty" and that "Von" is used as its substitute. '

As indicated previously, subject's father MAURICE KARMAN was a
former professor at the University of Budapest and died in 1915. His
mother HELEN ceme to the United States in 1930, resided with him in
Pasadena until her death in 1941. Fis sister, Dr. JoS 'DE{KARMAN
came to the United States at the same time and is currently es lding
with hin. .

His brother NICHOLAUS‘-gA.RMAN, married, about 67, now resides in
Budapest. He formerly was a vic >~president of a bank in Budapest until
it wes nationalized sbout two Years ago and is retired on a small bension, — —

A brother FERENCZ KARMAN, & former high school teacher in Budapest, died
there in 1940 when =bout 52 yeers of 3ge. His brother ELEMER KiRMAN, a
lewyer, died in Budepest in 1925 when ebout 24 yeers of age.

A.  STATEMENT

The following statement, incorporating substantially the above
pertinent information concerning subject's association with the Communist
BELA KUN Government, was carefully read and corrected in detail by VON
KARMAN on May 29, 1951. At the conclusion though he advised that he

-9-
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preferred not to sign it at this time inasmuch as he did not know the.
nins legal implications thereof nor did he know the uses to which The state-
- ment might be put. However » he admitted it wes correct "in general®. -
- - . The statement, in its final revised form, with insertions mage by the
subject in his own handwriting being here derlined, is as follows:

"Los Mgeié's, Californie
May 29, 1951 .

"I, THEQ, VON s make the following voluntary
statement to sa who has identified himself to
b_lC/ me &s a Special Afent o e Federal Bureau of Investigation.
- I have been cdvised that T need not meke any statement ami that
. I have the right to be represented by counsel.

. "I was born in Budapest, Hungary, on May 11,-1881,
and reside at 1501 South Marengo Avenue, Pasadensa, California.

"Concerning my identification with the Communist BELA
KUN government in Hungary in 1919, I desire to state as back-
ground that in 1912 I had been appointed Professor of Aeronautics
et the University of Aachen at hachen, Germeny. In 191k, holding
& reserve commission, I was called back into the Austro-Hungarian
Army and was engaged in Air Force research and development until
I the disintegration of the Army in late 1918. .

-

"/bout December, 1918, being still on leave of absence
from the University of Aechen, '%because of armistice conditions
it was impossible for me to return to occupied Aachen I became
& pert time edvisor to EUGENE GONCI, Assistent Secretary of

Education under Count MICHAEL KAROLYI, who was then President

of the Independent Republic of Hungary. The Minister of Fd-

ucation was then SIEGMUND KUNFI. During this time I also gave

& course of lectures on Aeronautics at the JOZSEF NADOR TECH-
- NICAL UNIVERSITY at Budapest. . .

"Upon the surrender of the Independent Government by
KAROLYT to Communist BELA KUN in March, 1919, EUGENE GONCI tele-
phoned me to stey on in my position, to which I replied thet 'I
would try,' and I did remein.

"Both SIEGMUND KUNFI and EUGENE GONCI, who were non-
Communists, were tempozf_a.rily carried over by the BELA KUN regime,

[}
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but GONCI resigned later efter sbout two months and T believe
KUNFI was replaced by GEORGE LUKACS » Who was definitely a Com-
munist and whose title was People's Commissar for Educational

regime to both KUNFI, GONCI, and their successor LUKACS until
the collapse of the BELA KUN Govermment near the end of July,
1919. I had a title of Group leader in the People's Commissariat
for Educetional Affairs » and hid an office in the Ministry Build-
ing in Budapest. ~ '

"I continued my duties as. Advisor under the BELA KUN

"My general duties consisted of planning for Umiversity
Education and included the choosing of professors and the prep-
aration of curricule of study in the science and engineering
fields in cooperation with the universities. After cbout one

-month in the BELA KUN regime, my former part-time duties grad-

ually increased so that I was actually thereafter so engaged ful
time although I was also =ble to do some lecturing. .

"While so engaged as edvisor, I believe thet I received
compensation from the BELA KUN Government. .I did not pay atten-
tion to the financial aspect, because the money issued by the .
communists was practically worthless. For somc tima I continued ‘
receiving compensation as an Army officer and elso from my

lecturing.

. “Upon the collapse of the BELA KUN regime, I remained
in Budapest about a week and then, tkrough former fellow-officers
in the Air Force, I wus transported near the Austrian frontier,
passed the frontier with regular passport and then went to Aachen.
My reason in leaving was not because of fear for my life er
liberty but to return to my work in Azchen and also to avoid a

!

lot of explaining that might hove been required.

"My reasc.iné» for working with the BELA KUN Government
as indicated above are as follows: :

"(1) The influence of friends at the University of
Budapest who prevailed upon me to stay with the Ministry in
order to preserve the Hungarian system of education.,

“(2) My own personal desire to rrevent the Communist .
influence from destroying the country's educational system,

=11~
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‘ "(3) My personzl belief thet Communist control of ‘the.
Country was only a temporary condition. - C

"(%) My personel desire to preserve my own life, that
of my family, and the preservation of family property, including
my father's large lbrary. - - . T T
"I desire to state that T wes not then nor have I ever
. been a member of the Communist Party. I was never asked or re- P
quired to be & member of the Cormmunist Party by the BELA KUN N

- Government. I recall advising the BELA KUN authorities on

several occasions that I was against their theories and was in

an independent position. I was therefore called 'Mr. Professor!
and never 'Comrade.' In this regard, I wish to add that if one
is under a Communist regime for four months as I wes » You are -
immunized against Cormunism for life. - )

' "I wish to state also that I do not consider myself .
&s having been associated with the BELA KUN regime, but consider
myself rather as having been en outside advisor who was ident-
ified with that regime. I had no personal dealings with BELA Kun,
and, in fact, never saw him. I never received any instruction to
put Communist propaganda into the universities and my dcalings
- were with reguler civil service people, very few of whom were
Communists except =t the very top. .

"I also desire to add that I have never furnished
classified information to any unauthorized person, American or
foreign, nor to my knowledge have I ever been approached by any
unauthorized person requesting such information,

"I have read this staotement consisting offour typewritten -

pages. After having had en opportunity to make any corrections 5
edditions, or deletions s> I have initieled each Page and voluntarily
signed below. . . T

-~

"Witnesses:

“On Mey 29, 1951, Dr. THEODORE VON KARMAN read and corrected the

-12-
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sbove statement, .indicated that 1t was cofrect"generallgc, .
although he preferred not to sign it at this time. 3

bic s;‘e clal fgent, FBI, Los Mngeles
—— “"/s DSAF." - S S A.,A,-,.;'_‘;

II. IDENTITY OF BELA KUN

The following information obtained from literature on file -

at the Ios Angeles Public Librery.

The 1948 edition of Webster's Biographical Dictionary published
by G. C, Merriam Company, Springfield, Massachusctts » contains the following
biographical sketch of BELA KUN: "KUN, BELA. 1885- . Hungarian-Jewish
Communist; born in Transylvenia. Journalist in Cluj; fought in Austrien
Army in World War; captured by Russians (1915 ); became Bolshevist; sent to
Hungary (1918) by Communist leaders ;> headed Red News (1918-19); organized
Communist revolution in Budapest (1919); succeeded KAROLYI as Premier
(March 22 to July 31, 1919); introduced radical changes in govermment;
feiled to control Slovakian peasants. In counter revolution was defeated
with aid of Rumaniens (1919); fled to Vienna and later (1920) to Russia; re-
appeared in Vienna (4pril 1928), briefly imprisoned, and deported to Russia.®

The Stetesman's Year Book of 1920 published by MacMillen Company,
New York, contains the following information regarding the historical aspect
of the above pertinent period in the Hungarian Government: "“On October .31,
1918, = revolution broke out in Hungery with the object of establishing a
Republic end meking the courntry independent of ZAustria. On November 13,
1918, King CHARLES issued a letter of abdication and on November 16, 1918
Hungary was proclaimed an independent Republic (Hungerian People's Republic)
of which Count MICHAEL KAROLYI became Provisional President. = :

"The KAROLYI regime continued until March 22, 1919 when the
Count resigned in consequence of an Entente note in reference to ‘the
boundery between Hungery and Rumania. Count KAROLYI'S Cabinet was succeeded
by a Soviet govermment which -proclaimed a dictatorship of the proletariat
and called upon the whole Hungarian people to aid in the establishment of
socialism and the freedom of the country. An opposition government, how-
ever soon was set up at Arad and Szeged which, with the assistance of the
Rumenian Army, swept away the Soviet government, and on August 7, 1919,
& National Government was again in the cepitel. Elections were held in
January and February of 1920 &nd as a result a bloc composed of parties-
of the Right were returned to power with Admiral NICHOLASIVON*HORTHY as
Regen '“ . . e (. =t .

-13-
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, : The New_International Year Book of 1919 published by Dodd, Mead
i ; and Company, New York, indicated that on March 22, 1919 the KAROLYT
T Ministry resigned and wes succeeded by a Bolshevist Ministry composed as
follows: President - ALEXANDER JGARBAI; People's Commissar for Home Affairs -
EU ‘LANDLAR; People's Commis for Finance - BELAYSZEKELY; People's e
CommisSar for Education - SIEGMUND KUNFI; People's C ssar for Foreign
3 Affairs - BELA KUN; -People's Commissar for Agriculture - 'HAMBURGER.
0f the above named individuals » Subject stated that he had no owledge
vhetever concerning LANDLAR, SZEKELY, or HAMBURGER. '

The New York Times of August 3, 1919 reflected that BELA KUN
resigned on July 31 > 1919 and was granted safe conduct out of the country
— by the Allies. The New York Times of August 19, 1919 indicated that he
was &llowed to leave Germany in order to proceed to Petrograd, USSR s where
he arrived on fugust 14, 1919, reception was then held in his honor in
Petrograd by Soviet officizls on August 19, 1919,

ITI. INTERVIEWS WITH FORMER ASSOCTATES IN EUROPE

A.

another government agency conducting security inv;est:l'gati.ons 3
b—7/ advised on April 26, 1951 that 2 represepte of that sgencvy had aon :
b/lD April 12 and 13, 1951 interviewecd

French Zone, Germany
formation:

the Georg Augué University
VILNZ 3t Badenweiles, Schwarzwald,
furnished substantially the following in-

i . He first became acquainted with the subject in 1906 and has
- corresponded with him frequently until 1945, Upon receiving his doctorate
degree, subject became & member of the faculty of the Georg August University
vhere he remained until about 1913. Subject then accepted the Directorship
of the Department of Mathematics and lAerotechnics at the University of Aachen.

officer until the waor ended, during which time he was in charge of a project
to develop some type of observation aircraft which would be lesast vulnerable
to ground fire. As a result he successfully developed e helicopter before
the war ended. : .

-~ - b1D continued that subject accepted the position as Minister
of Culture in the Communist coup under BELA KUN, He believed, hovever,

-
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that subject accepted this position not for political rezsons ,-but to aiad
in supervising the educational system in Hungary. Subject. had releted to
him that Communist officials in the BELA KUN Government tried to direct him
to make changes in the educational system but that subject would tell them
he "would take cere of any changes were there any to be made." . Subject was
very independent and would not allow cnyone to influence him in the field

of education and told that they, the Communists, did not understand
anything about education. o o !

later, when subject returned to Germany and to the University of -
Aachen, it was brought to the attention of the Ministry of Education in
Germany that the subject had been = member of the EELA KUN Government and
that subject was e Communist. Subject denied ever being e convinced Com-
munist and produced a letter of praise from the succeeding Minister of
Culture in Germany. This letter stated that the subject had mede no changes
in the educetional system end praised the subject for adherence to accepted
Principles of education. This letter satisfied 2ll concerned that the
subject was not & radical Communist end no reference was made again to the

subject's activities with BELA KUN, . - .

B.

also ad
presently employed as
Aac Germany, was relhterviewed on April 10, 1951 by a representative. .
of ebove, at which time he reiterated his previous information to the
effcct that subject's mother end one VON FAKLA had informed him that the - -
subject was Minister of Culture under BELA KUN in Hungary in 1919 and thet
reportedly VON FAKLA had hel im escape from Hungory after the fall of

the BELA KUN Government. ded that on April 1, 1951, he had

written the subject a note congratuleting him on his 70th birthdey. —-

advised on April 16, 1951 that—University of
Aachen, » Germany, had also been interviewed on April 10, 1951 at
which time he advised that he hed been acquainted with the subject from
1919 until 1933 and thet the subject had been Minister of Culture under
BELA KUN in 1919. He had become a Minister in the government in order to
save his rich family from financial ruin.

-15-
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. IV. 'MISCELLANEOUS .

Eabove » also advised that the records of the Georg Avgust
Universitly, ettingen, Germany, reflect that the subject registered there
on November 9, 1906, received his doctorate in Philosophy on February 23, o
1909, and had been associated as assistant professor to Dr. Prof. PRANDTIL -
from 1909 to 1913.

advised that the regords of the University of Aach;;,\.,.Aachen,
Germany, reflect that the subject was employed as a member of the faculty
on fpril 1, 1913 and was cerried as & member until April 1, 193%. On
April 15, 1930 he was given a leave of absence to Pasadena, California.
On November 20, 1930 this leave was extended to five yeers on the con-
dition that he return to ALCHEN and teach onc semester ecch Year. On
April 1, 1934 subject, on his own request, was released as a member of
the faculty. ,
reported 2lso that the files of the Austrian Ministry of the
Interior} nna, Austria, reflect that the subject scrved as a First
Licutenant in the Austrian-Hungarian Army under the name of Dr. THEODOR
KARMAN VON SZOLLOSKISTAK during World War I (1914-18) with Aircraft
Defense and Air Force Replacement Troops. ' 1

been in contact with
Columbie Universit
and also

of kn iy ently -7

Houston, Texas. b-) C
The records of the New Haven ic vering Danbury, Connecticut,
contain no information pertaining tt& The records of the Houston
Office contain no derogatory information concernin -

! stated that the subject has recently been in correspondence
with the following individuals: . :

1. Washington, D.C. ) _
2. y Gas Jur oratory, Combridge, Massachusetts™~
3. East 202nd Street, New York 58.

4, Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey.

It is observed that

/
above, has previously
been identified in this invest gation. : '

-16-
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as also edvised that the subject has been in carrespondence
ollowing who reside abroad: .

1. Zurich, Switzerland

2. sterie, Van der Keen en Waterstaat, Amsterdam, Holland
3. Torino, Itely. :
y, teborg, Sweden *

5. Paris 16, France

6. ;\SCHEUBE, Dieburger Str., Darmstadt, Deutschland.

It is believed that the las:'t named individual cbove is ident:lcal -

with the NICHOLAS SCHEUEBE who was identified by the subject at the time of
his interview as being his former student and assistant at the University
of Aachen, who recently informed him in Paris of current investigation

regerding hinm. '

ENCLOSURE: OSI, District 18, Maywood

Photostatic copy of a letter in German dated June 28, 1920
from Prof. Dr. L, PRANDTL and tronslation of sane, mede
aveilable by subject.

PENDING

r
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- i R ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE =
C - OSI reports by Special Agen | dated
b April 16, 1951 and fpril 26, 1951, osT file No. 33-49.
L. - " Mail cover on subject's residence et 1501 South Marengo
Avenue na California, as reflected in the report
of SA&dated April 27, 1951 at Los Angeles.
Ia)
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TO0_ ALL OFFICES

. The Bureau ‘has instructed that th:ls investige.tion is to be given

, preferred handling and the results submitted promptly to the Bureau for )
transmission to 0SI, Further, the fact that the subject is under intensive
investigation should not be revealed to persons interviewed. _

’

BOSTON OFFICE:

““"“ . - At Cambridge, Mb.ssachusetts: Will review office rec or any
il Lﬂ C nent information regarding the identity and activities of

MIT, Gas Turbine Leboratory, who recently was in correspondence

e sudbject.
\ b]D the Bureau asuthorized interview vith
previously set out in the New York
report of SA dated May 21, 1951. : P’,(.A

CINCINNATI OFFICE: ,

o : At Da : Will intervieWM‘.']
: 's _association with the s

: For the information of -the Cincinnati Office, this investigation
is based on information originally furnished by G-2 on September 12, 1950
to the effect that & CIC report dated April 1, 1948 reflected that one
TODAR KARMAN had joined the Hungarian Communist Party in 1918 while an.
Assistant Professor of Physics at the Jozsef Nador Technical University at
Budopest, Hungary. When the Communists s2ized power under BELA KUN in
1919, KARMAN wes eppointed Deputy Commissar of Cultursl and Educational
Aiffeirs in charge of Higher Education (high schools and universities).

He reportedly remained in this capacity until the BELA KUN Government was
overthrown in late 1919, efter which he fled to Germany where he settled in
Aachen. He subsequently came to this country, became essociated with the
Celiforniz Institute of Technology and during the war reportedly engeged 1n
research work in aerodynamics for the U. S Arnw Air Force.

. -19-
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NEW YORK OFFICE: - | | ..
s . At New York City, New. York: 'w1'11' review office reéords for any

pertinent Information regarding the identity and activities of B, KLEINMAN,
202 Fast 202nd Street. S

111 report the results of the Bureai authorized ) \
Fpreviously set out in New York report of SA

b'l\? - "dated May 21, 1951, . b’IC/

P

S

WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE:

- 4t Washington, D.C.: Will review office records for a ent
C informotion regarding the identity and activities ofm
b7 “ who recently corresponded with Ghe Subgect.
' - Will rcport the re f ¢ interview with _
in accordance wi ureau author-
b,, C 1z2ation granted 1n Bureau letter dated May 11, 1951. o
7! 2 t_the results o:' the interview withF
b > in accordance with Bureau authorization
L granted by Bureau teletype dited Moy 12, 1951.

R

LOS ANGELES OFFICE: : : N

it Los Angeles, California: Will continuve to report sdditional .
information @nd activities concerning the subject s furnished by con- -
fidentizal informants. )

— o -
L=

REFERENCE : Los ingelds teletype to the Bureou and Washington Field
dcted Moy 23, 1951 -

Burezu teletype to los fingeles doted Moy 11, 1951
p1C Report or SAHdated fpril 27, 1951 at
] Los Angeles. . N ‘
-20-
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Office Memorandum - vsitep ... ... 30VERNMENT

TO  : DIRECTOR, FBI i paTE: May 7, 1951
snonéw.g,,, SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD N 49500
_ - (SN :
SUBJECT:  THEODOEE VON KARMAN 5/
INTERNAL SECURITY - R . ./
(Bufile 100-372586) s

sevy AR« 5551, vsisco, . o

Iti that the next to last line of the Snyepsis should
reflect that eni. urni shing information re su jeet to Informan .
in Europe,® instead of as it appears, WFO copies of this report are ng
changed accordingly is requested that ffices receiving copies of this
letter note such change on copies in their files.

It is further requested that mail in this case diree: 4 WFPO bear
the WFO file number, 100-22923,

Ve -
RLS/wl VIN74
100-2292 /
S W
cc: Los Angeles . .. . *r"“@ M) e -
Baltimore n:.;—’ 13 ... Lq:'.h.;)‘ s ' '> -:_ ,’ "., - s

New York ®- @Q\(\(ﬁﬂ ’ - »
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L. cc: Los Angeles (105-863)

Offce Meﬁ:"

TO ¢+ Director, FEI. ' ' DATE:

BOM : SAC, CINCINNATI
) A,
SUBJECT: THEODORE VON KARMAN, was — —
‘ INTERNAL SECURITY - R
(Bufile 100-372586)

Reference is made to the report of SA
Los Angele 6-13-51, ii which a lead was

S presently on
until on or about

not return

August 1, 19651.
supervisor at that
— has acvised thet has gone to someplace in Colorado
o visit €“riends or rela

ves, end t hat upon the v t his
destination, he will furnish his address to

Unless otherwise
his return

I159-%y
ALL INFORMATION Con,

FIUTIN IS UNCLASS) D,
Uaig w\(

DS VAH

©5-1145
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INDEXED - sp Jul80
&t' 91

b1c/




,/

&7( . v -, e
A 4 "‘ o
’ m ﬁ"" .-. '

.- THE FOREIGN SERVICE

- OF THE £
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA [

Amer:.can Enbassy
2 Avenue Gabriel

Date: June 25, 1951
To: Director, FBI
ms: L Legal Attache, Paris

Subject: THEODOR.J VON KA!’MAN was, R U g
INTERNAL SECURITY - R -

ReBulet May 22, 1951, recuesting this office to intervie
for any mformation in his possession concerning the above ,
was reportedly an official connected with the Communist regim of
in Hungary in 1919,

Accordingly;g was interyi
of the subject was e 1ted to him and

Neither did
nor was he able to sa
the BELA KUN regime.
THEODORE VON KARMAN was an

on June 14, 1951, A photogra%
was unable to identify it,

know anyone by the name of THEODORE VON KARMAN
individual by that name was connected with.
stated that he doubted very mmch whether one }
official during the BELA KUN regime in :
1919 for the reason that he, himself was a young officer in the
Hungarian Army in the BELA regme and he did not recall anyone by the
name of VON KARMAN, If the subject an important personality in
Hungary during that perlod it is ﬂncontention that_he would cert
remember him, . ‘

Reliable and established sources in th

have been requested to furnish this office with concerning
subject they may have, and the Bureau will be advised if any such informtio
is forthcoming. e
M 'T“l}!m

.- L1} wm;ﬂﬂﬁ“

ROL: AM 65 HFEE
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2 | o P
Lot R)° RECORDED - 5757 0= 392586 -0
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18 AND WFO FROM LOS ANGELES. 12 421 PM
IRECTOR, SAC DEFERRED -

. ble ,
'qnmm, WAS, IS DASH R« BUFILE ONE HUNDRED DASR THREE
SEVEN TWO FIVE EIGHT SIX. SUBJ NOW REPORTED TO BE IN THE EAST |,/ ./
TO ATTEND A REGULAR MEETING OF THE SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARD ATASY
VANGTON, AND ALSO TO DELIVER A COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS AT AN UNNAMED
NEW ENGLAND UNIVERSITY. ABOVE FOR INFORMATION ONLY. REPORT
COVERING INTERVIEW WITH SUBJ BEING SUBMITTED.

THEODORE VON

" HOOD

HOLD PLS 040y

AL M IRMATION CONTAINED .

HERSH IS UNCLASSIFIED } 2
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TWELVE LAST. SUBMIT REPORT IMMEDIATELY.

ROOVER

HOLD PLS o
Al INFORVATION CONTAINED
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] ‘Director, FBI L/ DATE: 1y 5’ 1’;‘71

friom : saC, Los fnceles - T
- I .
Pmm: THEODOEE VON RAKMAN ~

. INIERMAL SECURITY - R
(Bufile 100-372585)

Ve

reference is made to the report of—dated June 13, 1951
in the above captioned matter.

_ 1t is recalled that upon subjuct's recent interview he carefully corrected
and emended a prepared statement of his association with the Comaunist fela =
%un Government in Hungary in 1919. He admitted that the facts contained therein
were true but he declined ts sign it "gt this time". he indicated that he
desired ™o think the matter over", and agreed to advise this office later
of his final decision. It was pointed out that this was purely a voluntary
matter on his part and that it was entirely his orivilege to sign or to decline
to sign this statement. However, a definite expression of his ultimate choice,
whatever it might be, would be anoreciated in the irmecdiate future. To date
the sabject has not contacted this cff'ice.

A contenplated recontact witn the subject as to nis voscible oversirht
in this matter is currently teing delayed in visw of the sucden death of his
sister, JGScPHINE DE vag¥al, on July 2, 1551 as & resuit of a heart attack.
It is felt that the subject should not ue contacted at this time tecause of
these personal circumstances.

JPAzATO
105-863
g. I/ -
i . Y 24
cc - kashinrton Field vttt
RECORDED-§ | i




Form No. 1
THIS CASEORIGINATEDAT LOS ANGELES

REPORT MADE AT ’ DATE wHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS | 7/18/51 7/12/51
e

. .
THEGDCRE VON KARMAN, was.

AT CAVBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS:

Confidengj t of known reliability,
reporte Mussachusetts Institute
of Technology Gas ine Leboratory, Cambridge,
Massachusetts, had recently comnunicated with the
Subject.

5 oIoTo, informed SA

LOFPIES DESTROYED
&3 APR 5 1963

V' cories or Tris rerort’. G .
o~ ' o
(5~ BUREAU ;100-572386) 1 .....;..,,1 5
P 0 155¢
AI\IGEIES (105-865) i Igl;L 207155
Popd

%2-1%0 by N FILE

PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE F8! AND ARE NOT TO BE OISI’IIBUTSD OUI'SIOE
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED, .




OPCA-20 (12-3-96)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

5. Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated,
explain this deletion.

F Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for

release to you.
Section 552 Section 552a
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0 » O XON®) =N
o »e) £ omo O &)
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O ®ONE 0 o)
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# Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your
request is listed in the title only.

O Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies)
for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You wili be advised by the FBI as
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Boston 6/8/51e

Boston Office report results of the
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e Report of Sai cated at

It is note
Atomic Energy Program in 1948.
fact by separate letter. The
was take:n from the Report of S4i
Messachusetts May 10, 1948, ex
Information credited to
Personnel Security Ques

was investigated
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own statement was taken from his
onnalre Iriled with the Atomic Energy Commissione.

- - A mail cover on Subject's

residence at 1501 South Marengo

INFORIANTS

bz' Avenue, Pasadena, California,
as set forth in referenced re-
porte.

REFEREICE: Report of Sa dated at b‘]C
Los Angeles , entitled "CHANGED:

THEODORT VON KARMAN, wes., INTERNAL SECURITY - R".



e oRtGINATED AT . 1,0S ANGELES

_n:rom'w\nen DATE WHEN

NEW YORK 7/?&'751 6/%37/2,10/51 -

y

pr
A%

—

Y
£
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P e e cal to ISABELLE KLEINMARN, aka REF'Ir-
Jo T g /f} BRLLE KLEINMANN, No derogatory - E "
/ s %q information available. C_ D
' P
@ RS - RUC - .
Tl B AR YSL

, 14
gt ¢! Confidential Informants
S'l"' . advise they are not acquainte
< subject. B. KLEINMAN apparently

AGENC
REQ. REC'D

DZTAILS: Confidehtial Informant- of known réliabili y, who is
acquainted with the activities cf the German Communist -

Party in Zurope during the 1920's, advised he is not acquainted
with subject and decubted that subject held a prominent position or -
was otherwise active in the orgenization during the above period.

Confidential'Informant-of known reliabiiity who
ELAYKUN

was personally acquainted with top Tunctionaries of the B
regime in Hungary stated he doe
his true name or
of subject. He s
KARMAN in Budapest, who was an old man thirty yea
individual was in any way connected with subject he must have been
subject's father. However, he could give no further information °
conecerning this Professor KARMAN, nor did he know if he had a son -
or other relative who could have been identical with subject. :

This ini‘ormant said that he had occasion to be well ‘__-_'_;;‘__

SR

s not know THEODORE VON KARiAN under:
known aliases, nor could he jdentify a photograph -

tated he has a faint recollection of a Professor -
rs ago and if this:
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acquainted with BELA KUN and his various top level function-
aries and, while he does not now recall wvho held the position
of Commissar or Deputy Commissar of Cultural and Educational
Affairs, he definitely does not associate subject's name with
those offices.

v The Los Angeles Office has advised that one B._ o
YRLEINMAS , 222 East 202nd Street, New York 58, New York, has ‘
recently been in correspondence with subject at his home,
1501 South Marengo Avenue, Pasadena, Caiifornia. Discreet in-
quiry at the above address revealed it to be the residence of
MORT IM=R V.XKLEINMANN and his wife ISABELLEKLEINMANN, also
known as BELL®®TEINMANN. They are an elderly couple who
have resided at this address for several years and bear a good
reputation. No identifiable information concerning MCRTIMER
V. KLEINMANN or ISABILLE KLEINMAKNN is available in the files
of the New York Office.
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as folliows:

Ml Informants mentioned in the report |
b]c of SA dated Juy 24, 1851 , at New York are -

A

contacted by forme

on 7/2/51.

Contacted by

6/4/51.
RIFERENCES
40

Bureau lectte

1/51.-~
y1C Roport of SA 5/21/51, New York.s
New York let ¢

5“ ~ Report of 54 6/13/51, Los Angcles.
Bureau letter. 1..3 , -

/
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/ SUBJECT: ThHLGOUR: VON nARMAN T
~ LiTZRIAL SZCURITY - R oo

,
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tntverviewea concerning sub

It ts also recomne

7

ELCIGRCIND:

. Personal kListory

N Subject is a worlcé-renowned aerodynamicist,
born 1861, iiungary; entered the United States tn 1930;
natural ized - 1956; employed as Lirector, Gugcenhein
deronatical lesearch Leboratory, California Institute
oJ Teciaoclogy, 1930 to 1:4L; also emitoyed as Jull-
time Consultant for Air Force, 1342 to date. Subject's
~resent ojjicial posiiion is CHairman oj Air Forece
ocieatijic Aavisory Zoara and maintains ojfices in
the irentagon. wsubject nas continual access to hichly
sensitive cir researca information. e presently resides
al fcsadena, Calijornic.
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e
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Basis lor Investication

: - s - -
Investicetion of subject wus begun March 14, 'gﬁ '
. 1951, on the basis of a G-£ report which al leged thats
. subject was Commissar of Culture under the short-lived L
Bela Aun Communist Government of iiuncary in 1919. A s
Jurther basis was informetion in Bufiles which reflects
subject nas associated closely in air research with known
Conmunist Pariy nembers and with ailliam Ferl, a known

. LY, -
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illimes

10.-375586 N 7S JUL 25 1951 .
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