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In connection with the below entitled visa applicant case the files of
the Federal Bureau of Investigatiqn reflect the following information.
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PROFESSOR THLODORE VOX EARMAN -
University Aeronautics, Pasadena, Calif. ‘

. Information is available that he is a Hungarisn Jew, who
first entered the United States in October, 1926, and since that tine,
has made numerous trips between the United States and Europe. It was
reported in May, 1941, that von Karman's sister, who lives with him,

e o e s o D88 declared herself to be a . Nasi eympathiser on many occasions, and .

a does not try to hide the fact thaut she is in favor of the Nazi cause.
Von Karman is peesently under investigation by this Bureau s along with
two other individuals, all of whom are suspected of being engaged in
espionage activities. (65~8943-46)

The duplicate copy of Form OH is being returned herewith,
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July 18, 1942

TO: VISA DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF STATE

In connection with the below entitled visa applicant case the files of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation reflect the following information.

Very truly yours,

»CONFiﬁTIAL‘ S . - Q?’ R . ! E——

“ Nadogey
DECT;AS#%BY
" John Edgar Hoover

b-26-%
" . Director -
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. PROFESSOR THFODORE VON KARMAN
. University Aeronautics o S
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Reference is made to ny let 28, 1941, in
connection with the visa application ofmet al, in which
vas furnished concerning Professor Theo ore Von Karman and one -
Mr. Tolso ‘The following information'is. now g
Vr.E. A. Karman. . : N 2dn -/
Mr. Clegg . i /f—
Vr. Glavin A confidential informant ady 3,— 1939 thi
Mr. Ledd_ 1heodore Von Karman, together with other : TouRRE L sDeteiy i gN ARD
Mr. Nicholsov_vhe California Institute of. !echnolmplqnd i ! E:‘Q]?"!Q!?“
r. Rosen D84 @ccess to the testing facilities for &drpl fdals of the Army and
\ir Tracy‘livy.‘ The informant 41d not furnish information b 8. SPREARI R EYRORGRISEICE
: "indicated that Von Karman was engaged in an BUTEE :J

Mr. Carson gested that he be investigated as he was of th
dr. Coffey 1

tr. Hendon Possessed pro-de; AIRRCADIN section ] '—
. Kramer L 1 2

. - / MAILED
r. McGuire ¥, -

- Quinn Tamm_*. ° i 7 ;‘ * JUL 18 i942 ’

- Nease / P el Q -
o FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
' i, u. 5. oepaRTHENT BP SR L. "

og}._qpn that he

i6s Gandy.: ¢y -~ VA
il JUrze:




LR

¥ et ol F3 e
PR Y A s £ .'”'.'
PRS-

R

>ponded on January 10, 1941, with an individual suspected of having engaged . '

SN 75 S + .

Visa Diﬁci@a. Department of State ‘ 2

Other information adviged that Von Karman was entirely :
reliable and was anti-Nagd in sympathy. It has been reported that a number
of marked maps of the TVA and various other bridges were discovered in
the davenport taken from the home of one Theodore Yon Karman, who at that
tine was restding at.1501 South Marango Street, Pasadena, California.
In this same connection, 1t was etated that this individual had been called
in by the Federal Goverament as an expert on stresses and strains after £+
collapee of the Takoma Bridge in Washington, and that he had made a survey
of all suspension bridges in thig country for the goverament. There ig
conflicting evidence as to wvhether or not this individual is on friendly
terms with one Alexander Goets of Oalifornie, conceraing vhom considerable
dercgatory information ie available i{ndicating pro-German syzpathies.
- (65-8943-49)
Information made avallable indicates that Von Karman, on

* December 19, 1940, wrote to an individual of German extraction who was

suspected of having engaged in espionage activities in $his country.,
N o (65-8943-55) . ‘
Confidentiel information ig available that Von Karman corres-

in esplonsge activities. (65-8943-55)

On January 12, 1942, information vas made availsble that an |
anonymous telephone call at Log Angeles, Californis reported that approximteI(
one year before a man by the rame of T. Kodama had contasted the informant !
relative to a business traneaction. Kodama advised that he was employed by }
& Dr. Theodore Voan Karaman, who was an airplene designer for the United States |
Government end a Professor at the California Inst{tute of Technology. {

. The informant further advised that this individual displayed a picture.of 1

his eaplayer, Dr. Theodore Von Karman, dressed in & robe vhich bore a
large svastika thereon. (65-8943-54) "

- Information receiyed in June_of 1942 from Los Angeles, California, ;.
advises that Theodore Von Karman hae had a Japanese {n his employ as a chauffeur
gardener and general handy man. Information is available that thie B
individual 1s a Japanese named Podajiro Kodams and that he 1s reported to - g
be a structural enginesr who could read dravings and dlueprints. According .
to this informatfon, this individual has in the past had agoess to various :
blueprints and dravings which Yon Karman had n his. possession. Kodama,
according to this informatiol, has been removed from the Los Angeles area TR
and 1g¢ no _;lon‘cor in fho employ of Vog Karman. (65-89 43-59/60) b,s N

" Von Karman is presently the subject of an espionage mnugauoi
being conducted by thie Bureau. PR : e
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT

Form No.1

THEODORE VON KARMAN, with alie
s

ses, et al.

SJEIOPSIS OF FACTS:

REFERENCE:
J

g;/,L.
l;ﬂy DETAILS:
oé.- ,
A
W 5

]f/[{;g i L
N requested to

THEODORE VON KARMAK was probably
furnished with an old style ident-
jification pass of 'l;t;e_ﬁgr‘D__epart—
ment Air Corps Material: pivision, -
Wright Field, Chio, which pass would
teke him under present regulations
only to the information desk at the
field, or eny other air corps field,
where he would be required to furnish
further identification. VON KARMAN
hes worked at Wright Field on re-
search problems in the aircraft lab-

oratory wind tunnel.

Q%Ne )

OO b1C =

—-

Report of Special Agen Los Ang"e"lé‘

California, dated g8-12-87.

o
55

L . I . . . . » ..S »
An investigation at Wright Field, Dayton, Chio, T
it B tein why en sir corps identification card WS .

: issued to THEODORE VON KARMAN and to determine his connection™y

‘P&’b'IC/ the air corps.

AT DAYTON, OHIO

- 2 1os

. corm’i’; &‘qils REPORT
& & -

. _Affgelé 3
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTIGATION

'rmsussomcxmremw I0S ANGEIm, CALIFORN IA ) IA FiLEno, ©5=265

REPORT MADE AT . ) DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR i REPORT MANYF bv
: WHICH MADE

IDS ANGEIES, CALIFO'itgn 5=Tm=l,0 11-14;
12-27.29- :
| 2:2'7 , 59:4(%9 CHARACTER OF CASE

L E‘SPIONAGE L

'éYNOPSISOFFAC'rs I{mDORE VON KARMAN, Professor of Aeronautics,
. California Instxtute of Technology is alleged
“%6 be a I-fanga.rian €w and very- mch opposed to
199.zi Gavernment. Dr. SPIROXKYROPOUIOS, a Re- -
search Fellbw in Physics at CIT recently sub-
mii.tedfpla.ns or specifications of a military -
_ hature’ to some U,S., Government depariment, A1~

\ ~ _though KYROFOULOS thought this transaction con-
£1dent1a1, ALEXANUER GOETZ, Departmental Head

/€. 8% CIT, admonished KYROFOUIOS for not taking the

/  matter up with him before submitting it to govern- .
ment, GOETZ is native of Prussia, and thoughtto
be Nazi sympathizer, although he does not express
beliefs, GOETZ is close friend of
Salesman for Adolph Frese Corp., Los Angeles.

is native of Germany who sells heat regula-

to.s and thermometers which are used by aircraft -
mamifacturers., :

.and has gone out of his way to C!lsc.l.aa.m uernan
-”»afrmations. Although there are several foreign
‘Yeaching Fellows in Aeronautics Department at
-CIT, it is not known whether they have access
c‘_’qo t.he wind tunnel or confidential information
obtained therefrom, advised it is his
.belief that the wind tunne:r at GIT ir cl.osely
guarded against unauthorized admittanae - this
belief being substantiated by
Pasadena, California, student at CIT.

APPROVED AND T T — - = -
FORWARDED: __ ¢ N DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

WAYL:

COPIES OF THIS REPORT

@ Bureau

- OAI, San Francisco
OAI, Ft. McArthur
ONI, San Liego

Ios Angeles




TETAIIS: The followinz investigati@n was conducted by Special Agenf

Pasadena, Celifornia,
advised the los Angeles
vivision by letter ‘aatved movanber 15, 1939 of the following information-

had received information that a Ir, 9130 KIROPOUI.OS,
a Research Fellow in Physics at the Califernia Institute of Technology,:
Pasadena, recently submitted certain plans or specifications of a mili- i
tzry rature 4o some United States Government department, Although this -~
transaction was conficential, Tr. KYROPOULOS was astonished a few days =
later to find that Ir, GOETZ, head of one of the departments at Cit,
knew of this transaction, OOETZ is alleged to have adnonished KYROPOULGCS
for rot taking the matter up nth hm before submttingit to'the Govern® .

KYROPOUIOS took his degree in'Physics at the Urﬁversity of '
Ieipzig, 2nd came %o this country 4in 193

KYROPOUIOS is alleged
1o have been an engineer in the Gernar svbmarine service during the
first Forld ®ar. In this same letter Jurnished the names of
the following who are
alleged to be p azi1 - the comments o1 are quoteds -

J ASPROWIACK, %40, definitely pro-Nazi. Iives at
“hotel, In U.S. about 12 yrs. Works as Flouer Boy.
tnafenr photographer.®
nage unknorn, has final citizenghip“papers,
works in Flower Room, pro-Nazi, known —_
Amateur photograpner.=»
"age unknown, no papers, known as
possible pro-Nazi.nm
. "age unknown, possible pre-Nazi." .
‘mage unknown, has citizenship papers, - :
" married, supposed to __ active in, if not head of,
local Bund.
."age unknown, no papers, possible oro—Nazi "

Upon interview advised that he has studied at
the C-lifornia Inctitute ¢. rechnology for the past vears
anc is personally acquainted with the majority of proiessors at that




institution. He stated that Dr. THEODORE VON KARMAN, Head of the
Aeronautics Denartment at CIT. bears tho ranutatinn of being definitely
anti-Nazi. sald that T
¥ho is presently at CIT,
135 very anti-Nazi; that recently advised him that VON EARMAN -
is a Hungarian Jew, and that on several occesions he has assisted im
aiding Jewlsh refugees in leaving Germany. According to v -
 KARMAN resides at 1501 South Morengo Avenue, Pasadena, with his sister; :
" and his description is as followss . . - . e ST '

Name ¢ . THEODORE VON KARMAN -+~ " - - 7iio
Age 60 years '
Height 51 6n
Weight 160 pounds
. Hair . Gray o
S Eyes i Dapk . Lt
Speech German accent

stated that VON KARMAN is a close {riend of
the actress, and that he has never heard anything which wouia
indicete that he is sympathetic toward the Nazi Government.

further advised that the information which he had: -
received relative to ALEXANDER GOETZ criticizing KYROPOUIOS for sending
his specifications or plans of military value to ome of the departments
of the United States Governmsnt at Washiniton. U.C. = was obtained . -
frot

svateéd wnat he would keep in touch with . anc endeavor to deveiop -
an accuaintance with KYROPOUIOS in an effort to obtain definite in-
formation relative to what plans or specifications be submitted to the
overnzent; and further to learn haw GOZTZ obtained the information that
the plans had been submitted. stated that while BOETZ is very
close-mouthed about his political views, he is thousht to be a Nazi
sympathizer. . g
further stated that quite scme time ago,

is connectecd with the Soviet Embassy 2t
is now in Wasnington, L.C., employed
.u cne of the govesnmental departnenis as & physicist,

) stated that advised him that GOETZ ..
is a Prussian, and was having arfficulty with the Nazi Covernment when
he left Cermany, However, after arriving in the United States, GOZTZ
made definite efforts to obtain the gooc¢ will of the Naxi Government
and is undcubtedly pro-¥azi in his sympathies et the present time.
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stzted that the wind tunnel at CIT is used by all of
the local manutacturers of airplanes to test cut mocels, toth cormercial
and those being manufactured for the Amy and Navy; that immediately
above the wind tunnel there are several computing. rooms vhere the con-
fidential cata relative to the performance of the planes in the wind
tunnel are recorded; and even though a person ¢id not obtain access wWw
~ the wind tunnel, if he could obtain the conficdential date relative to- - -
the plane's performance he vould undoubtedly have a great ceal of valu-'.
able information concerning the new models. stated that he under-.7
" stood thatda great deal of care is exercised by the officiels of CIT in -
order to prevent students from gaining entrance to the wind tunnel and
computing rooms. However, he stated, all the professors in the Aeronau-
tics Tepartment, and Research Fellows, could probably gain access to the
y ﬁnd tunnel, . ! . S ) - :

S stated that the catalog for the CIT reflects that BASIL -
PETROVICHAANIUNMNKO is a Teaching Fellow in the Aeronautics Lepartment,
and that he is from the Petersburg School of Navel Avietion - probably
Russia. Further that the catalog shows JORN SHOICHI¥ATSULI is a Teach~
ing Fellow and Assistsnt in the heronautics Tepartment at CIT; that he
has a BS degree from the University of Southern Czlifornia, ottained in .
1932, and a KSE degree from the University of Vichig v, obtained in 1925.°
The school catalog also reflects that GBORGE YOSKIOATSUBOTA is a Teach-
ing Fellow and Assistant in the Aeronautics Department at CIT. TSUBOTA
obtained a BS degree at CIT in 1937, and a MS cegree there in 1G38; and
that these last two mentioned indivicuals eare Jupanese,

A stated that it is very possible that all three of the.
sbove-mentioned individuals could gain access to both the wind tunrel
and computing rooms. However, he stated that L hac no detinite infor-
mation that such was the case, o :

It will be recalled that this investigation was precicated
upon information as set forth in reference letter tc thre effect that
foreigners, including VON KARMAN, who were studyling or teaching at GiT,
had acceds to the wind tunrel where all new airplane mocels for the oo
Army and Navy manufactured in this area are testec. -In trisc reparc '
it is believed that

. CIT, cculc¢ rurnich inferration of walue concerniry
various incivicuals mentionec in thisz ejert — ac well as fricr ctier
recarding possible access by them tc the wind tannel ant comuting T
nas int he past furnisned information of value tc thir clrise, anc
is very cooperztive, '




B . e ST e o et S |
SR . i . e ..
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¢

yas memitioned the letter previously referred
to, as possibly being in a positipn W furrichinformation relative to
YOl KAFMAN, This person i« undoubtedly

was telephonizslily contacted and he advised that he
left CIT approximately years /zgo, and is, therefore, not able to fur- -
nish any information of value reiz<ive to activities of persons at CIT. -
The nature of this investigation ‘¥=8 not disclosed &«

cubseguently adwised that he learnmed that
ig a native of Tlermanysy
deriritely pro-Nazi in his synpa%’.ies.

The following investigzmtion was soncucted by Speciél Agent.

wes reconitacted, at which time he stated that he
had since ascertained that the sigerecy surrounding entries into the wind
tunnel building was due chiefly “&a keep various experiments of the several
aircraft industgies who make testtis in ihe tunnel, confidential. He had
also learned that the rules regaraing entering the tunnel are strictly .
obgerved and that it is the nost. &% £Tieuls building on the campus to gain
entrance to. steted thati 1% was his opinion that VO KARMAN was
‘entirely reliable, being anti-wazi, & citizen of the United States, and
one of the top-ranking men in tihe Sield of aeronautical science.

No further 1nfomat1cmwas ¢htained bv regarding ALEX-
ANTER GORTZ, Regarding SPIRC KERCUPOULCS, stated that
his original informant, had beems unable % odtain any further informaiion.

As farther information rggarding
whe coritacts ALLXANDER GOEIZ on the averase of
twice a weck, steted thark he had personally had contacts with
211 of the aircrart industries ir and about Los Angeles, and had discussed
conduct with the various mificials at sach place, pointing
out his suspicions regarcing . and his contacts with GOETZ. No recent
information regarding had isen obtained other than that is still

strongly pro-Nazi.

’ stzted that
GOETZ and KYMCrUULOS are not kru@wm persce him. Further that he
had no reason to contact VON KARMAN In his su ies, ancé therefore did not




know him. was very cooperative, and stated that he would be
on the alert tor any infommation indicating subversive activities or es-
pionage - and in line with that, would contact

and request him to also watch for any irregulari=-
ties iu the branch of the school. 1he importance of strict -
onnfidential treatment of all information and inquiries was impressed on .
. who stated that he would be very careful when obtaining infor- -
- advised that by actual test on his part he has as-- -
certained thav aamttance to the wind tunnel and access tc any informatin
developed from experiments therein, is extremely difficult; and that the
tunnel is kept under lock and key at all times, addmittance therein being
restricted only to authorized persons, and exceptions permitted only on
occasions when persons have obtained a pass from the person in charge of .
the tunnel. & ' ‘

CLOSED
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Special Agent in Charge
Los Angeles, California

RE:; THEODORE VOR KARMAR, with
aliases, et &l;
EAPIOKAQE - G,

Dear Sirs

There are transmitted herewith for your informetion and
possible aid in the subsequent investigation of this case, photostatic
copies of a confidential report received from the 14 tary Intelligence
Division of the War Depariment,

, This report is dated-October 26, 1941, and contains the
results of an investigation made at Fort Hacirthur, California,
concerning subject.’

Very truly yours,

. John Edgar Hoover 35Y. 39¢ ' _

co Director AL SEORMATION COWIEINGY
| HEREDY [S IRDLESSAD -~

o Soian Enclosure

. E. 6. Temm s

S — gﬁu% 1047 .

e —— [AS) gi : I3 A )
Se . it o8 A:-A
Se. Teecy g "
. Moser : =7 F ..
) :’m‘w‘fﬁm UN!CATIONS SECTION e o ‘-
. Catfey | MAILED ~a:‘. v ‘_/f O«? .
- Herdon: !' _ 3
'?—'- ) ; g8 :
. ot lemap DEC "4 194‘ * . / - ;\/j
Guine Tqmm _____ P. M. v _ A' N h ,‘
sesse L__EEDLRAY SUREAU INVESTIGATION ) . T~
acrey | Y. S. DEPAR T 9F JUSTICE AN
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT
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FILE NO.
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DATE wum MADE REPORT MADE BY
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ALERATDE
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CHARACTER OF CASE

TRTOI
LoPQIAGE -

Y e CeoLai

APPROVED AND

_SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: " -

T after

dated Auzust 12, 10L1. :
Los Angeles letter to the
"Los Anpgeles letter to

Tn¢ormau~ advises subiect 30STZ a Priend
of
Los Anceles anc San frencisco,

.jrespectively. Subwevt GOETZ Les Lad Japs
‘85 guests at_ homes i

“rote Tetter 4o suoject Trom Tevw
saying that she had finished ths job she
wms sent to do, end got the informsticn

she went efter. Subject receives mail fronm
Sermany on averege of one or two each weelk,
Zoth subject 7037 have rede siste=-

Yorit,

' nents reflecting sympethy with the Japanese,

Sutject mailed thres letiers to Germany on
Ionday morning, Desember 8, 1all, the dey

he Jananese attack oh Dearl ‘arhor.
Subject

have bLecome friendly iwith
& neighbor who is co.dectac with the Joast
Gverd. ’ -

Po
—

»

Yevnort of Acent

Sneciel ! ., Los inceles,
?ureéu dsted Lee¢
Bursau Jetead
to Eurcau
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th Decerher 14,
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DETATIS:
r'emorendum for the flle, deted Septexber 2, 191, reflects
that on hugust 28, 1oh1, 1nfornaylon wes telephonicelly furnished
to this office by the Tih that T . VO FAIGAN.was deperting et
6:00 P.lf For ilew Tork City on tba Stretoliner end wes lesving on
August 29, 1941, aboerd the American Line, Trip 56 Yew Xorx ulud;
~en route to Provluence, Phode Island. : .

- ”emorandum for “the. flle datah Sevterber 8. 19 11 reflects
tha‘b or? hugust 28, 191,
°asadena, teleohonicallv advised uagﬂial Arent .
that she hed some information to divulge to the Zureeu concerning

e spy of a serious. nature. she seia that several months

she had communicated~w1th the Los Angeles 0ffice end : _
“hed furnlsned data’ corcernlﬁr the activi ities"of B certazn 1nd171du“‘
in Pesadenn, whose neme she did not wish to divulge on “he telephone.
She seid that et the present time she hed edditional information
concerning the seme subject but thet such inforretion was of such
e serious nature thet she could not reveal it unless personelly
contacted by & Fureeu Apent. Informant wes edvised that she would
be contacted by e Speciel Agent within the near future. -A sesrch
of the files in the Los Lngeles Tield Office reveals that informent
hed given information covcorninr muSoUonE VON VAPIAN, L. Ae File
v “0. 0‘:"2650

'emorendum for the file dated Cepterber 25, 1341, reflacts
. that upon instructions of ‘hssistent Special Agert in cherre
Special Azent teloohonlcallv contacted
. Pasadena, and reaquestec cn nver-
view at her conveniénce, ' It was sugrested by
“had. certein information which she would rurnish the “ureceu
end he sug-ested thet she be contected. sur-ested
" thet Agent contact her between 10:00 end 11:0U on septerber 17,
19,1, which reguest was complled with end ~1rﬁ_1“el
'.' the follow1n~ 1nformauloﬂ- :

”hat t*e sroprietor of

hed tola ner ti
resicdence lec

large nwiber of T me; reJortoc to show
reilroeds in the Un ted .n. trtat on trhes
were meriecs




. steted trhat she was edvised by
tret the resicdence in which he cbserved these maps with the
tridres rarxed thereon was et the home of Dre JUSEPHINE De
YAZIAX, wio is the sister of Tre VOU VARIAN, vho is ermloyed
by the salifornie institute of Technologye fur-

. Aner stated thet ‘edvised her that previous checks..

" ‘wrich have been riven him in payment for by Dre . i
| JOSEPHINE De FARAN had been signed Dre JOSEPELIE VON KARMAN, -

evised that to her personsl knawledge

VOl YAILAT was employed at the Californie Institute of Technology,

end thet he was a recognized suthority oxn the subject of stresses

- enc etrains of bridgese She further advised that -
.naa o

“mentioned to her that DYrs VOR' KARMAN hed been approached by the::

German Govermment in an effort to induce VON KARMAN to return tq -

Cermany. - ' :

It is to be noted in connection with the ebove memorandum
that subsequent information revealed thet the meps mentioned in
the memorendum were in subject VOX KARMAYN's possession legally
and rightfully. Furthermore. inforration furnished by Confidential .
Jletional Defense Informent knovmn to the Pureeu under Pureau
sover letter deted December 23, 10L1, reflects that these meps. . .
were rightfully in subject's possession. R . '

: A memorandum for tha file dated October 6, 191, reflects
that Speciel Agen* wes telephonieally advised by =~
Conficential lletionel Defense nformant lo. that Professor
GOETZ, who is purportedly on the staff of the California Institute
of Technolozy, is en erdent Nazi sympethizer. The informant stated
that this individual has, on meny occasions, made pro-lezi statements
indiceting sincere and ardent belief and suonort of the Nezi rerime.
The inforuant elso stated thad

in the same
institution, the California Institute of Technology, can verify - - -
Professor GOETZ' sympethy and ellegisnce to the Ilazi regime. = o

4 card from Conficentiel letionel Leflense Informant .

reflects trat & review of the record of subject ALZXAWDER GOETZ
in their rilaes, reveals e cstrong German T'ationalism and sympathy
~or Lhe'hzi ceuse, ena essocistion with numerous individuals who

are known to te enrceced in esplonege. The conclusion is drawn




$hat subject would be & distinct threat to the Tationsil
if verritted his liberty, in the event of hostilities be¥
“nited Stetes and Germany; reclassified as dengerous =ecoG

1remorandum for the file dated Decerber 16, 1G#1, reflects
inet under dete of December 9, 1941, an anonymous inf&rmaant tele-
shonically contacted Speciel Acent and ir : e
that sbout one year ago & Japanese chauffeur nemed T, K
Fad contacted her relative to e tusiness transaction; - ;
said he was crployed by DRe THZCDORT VON FARIAW, who Is en
plene designer for the U, S, GOVERIIZENT and & Professar af
selifornis Institute of Technology. = This informant Turgher
advised that the Japanese cheuffeur at the time he somitected
ver, displayed a picture of his employer, DR, VON FARMEE, THEO=-
:QKE, drsssed in e robe which bore a large swastika thereon.
e informant acvised thet LR. JOSEPHIIE Vo YALCAYN, sister of
T 20DOSE, had teusht language clesses last year et - University
of Jelifornia. T::50D0XE VOIi KARIAN resides at 1501 Ssuth llarengd,
near Pasadena, and it is thought that his sister, JCSUEREIIE VO
YATAY, resides with hime It wes further steted by “he informent
shat sccording to the telephone directory, T. KODAIS “residss &b
717 Sypress Street, Los Angeles, '

aepeated efforts to contect T. KODAMA heve syeen neds,
#ith negative results, The telephone number of T, KIJTIAZIA is
SYcermore 35028, A leed is being set out to make further efforis
1o contect UDA'A for the purpose of interviewing hizx werserding
the above information. Ted

The Los anreles I'ield Division fes no resorz
2iles concerning KCDA™A,

3
1o

ot et
o SN
[+:]

,  gonfidential Fational Defense Informant ‘
sublect VON YASIAY is e Tunserian Jew, end recognizeid &8 Cr
Jesdinc ceronautisal experts in the world, “hen VO EATIAT
an offer Trom Jerneny requesting his return to Serm=mnyy for
<AL Sowinrly asked Zonfidentiel Tecfomsl
z1lén't send them a plcture o ;
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V-xu"\'ELO"’"D 1ZADS:

775 LS .‘.‘.{(‘:!L"S

At Altedens, al*forﬂla,'will ascertein the ccrrect
acdress of the °ub3ec» ALZYAMD=ELR G0ETZe

. . At Pesedens, Califérnie, will investipate subject -
GOETZ's benk account at the bank et the Vor .er of Yecison and
Colorado, Pasanena, ”alﬁfornla.yf' . SR S

At Los Angeles, 1’f0r~1_,__.’ w~11 ﬂpterv—w e T. CI\‘A.?;”"/.
N S

anonymously resorted To be & Tormer cheulfeur of VI VATTAY,
relatzve to the informeticn apaearlnr ebove.

,;¥-¥§1=”‘,ﬁ111 attempt through conzlaential scurces, to obtein

informetion” sppesrins in the ceblezrem sent ty subject from
2,00 Hollisten, Altacena,_,“ll-orn , &t sbout 2:0C o'clock
L., on sporoximately Aurust of 1940,




Jonficentiel Yetions} Defense

ntiel Netlonel JBelense




é‘ - -
| Bnited States Bepartinent of Fistics:
R 7 oz Augeles, Californta i
T T 16, J9a1 -
- | %
- .. - GcoNFID %T L S
! - Director. _
{;\ - Federal Bureau of Investigation
7’{ Washington, D. C,
7
N Uk Deer Sir:

) Re: .THEODOB.'éDVON KABMAN, wae,” ET AL;
o ESPIONAGE - G

CUSTODIAL, DETENTION MEMORANDUM
CUSTODIAL DETENTION MEMORANDUM

It is Tespectfully suggested that subject VON KARMAN'g 2
name be deleted from the Custodial Detention Lists, inasmuch as : '
& review of subject's file reflects no informstion whatsoever

- AOn the contrary, the results of the investigation
of subject VON KARMAN reflects that he 1s very anti-Nazi and

%ro-gmericm. Subject VON KARMAN is en Hungarian Jew."

PR o4 -
L = = Very truly yours,
B = b

R. B, HOOD G ™S
WED: ZEG : Special Agent in Charge
65-265 ’ ’

ST /M"jz’?‘ff{-/\,&] :.
'+~ RECORDED 3 SRl .

T i
. .'~ — i

FEDERAL B1™ =7 27 sy STIGATIGN |
DEC 19 1941 .
U. 5. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIGE ]

i
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0’87‘.\3“3’}' 19. 1942

PARSONAL AND CONIFYOERTTAL
BY SPTOTRL NASTTACRR

Honorable AdOLL A, Berle, Jr.
hs3istent Secretary of State
Departasnt of State
Fashington, D G

¥y dear zr. Berles

iioforence 18 mede to your comwnication dated October 14,

1341, in which you requssted informaiion congsrning & nusber of . .
persong connectad with forelpn language orpganizations in thig &~ oo i¥
countrys In &cecopdance with your request I as stiaching hereto

sunary acorenda concorning gomd of the individuals wiose nazes

were includad in your 1at, &nd it will Y%e noted that wy come

municatlon directed %0 you under date of Novexbar 14, 11, cone

tainod $he nanes of individuals who had been checked through the

files of this Turcan, hut no derosatory informntion which could

te idantifled with thaea sorsans was disclosed,

A scarah of the files has heen uade in rezard to the
follow ng named individuads, tut no infor:ation of a derczatory
charaoter eould be ldentiflcd with any of the nanes insluded in
thla group: . S

Mr. €. A, Tamoe

i

“l‘. CIQSI; - o L .
4
Me. Glavin —— .

Mr. Ladd _______':'_\’N

®e. Nichols ¥

Wi, Tracy

Wr. Rosen

We, Carson

——————e e -

M, Toffey

e . —
Mr. Hemdon __

Mr. Holloman v_..,.__‘/v'.
M:. Quian Temm U

Mr, Nedse

Miss Tamoy




Honorsble Adolf A. Berle, Jrs

% was noted that the nane of was
included in your list, and you are advised that no search has teen
~ conducted in regard to this individual,

The names of the other persons contained in your list,
however, are being scarched through the files, and you will be
furnlshed with gvailadle informaticg in regard to these persons
at a early date, '

Sincerely yours,

Enclosure

The following names were included in the list of
memoranda forwarded under the above date,

Theogore Von Karman




Honorable Adolf A, Berle, Jr. - Puge Tnree

Toteen

—

E A, Temm
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101 S
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. Saltey
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. Metlemax
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVF‘:‘T?IC:;:'ON

 PomNo.1
TH!SCASEORIGINATEDA‘I’ 10S ANGELES, CALTFORNIA - =~ . e FILE NO. 65-‘65

{
REPORT MADEAT DATE WHEN MADE PERIODFOR 9 ' R:PCI’!'" MADE BY

msammss ' 6/3/u2 375,233 3/2,23,

m;-t mscoons v KARMAN, with 16,21,5/15,26- '
33 Theodor Yoo Karman, : u2
. ne Karman; ALEXANDER com with aliases,
Carl Gostz, Alexander: carpc.oau. Karl wuheln

{ [ Alexander Gustavﬁeoetz, S ,3.

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

File rcviernd and brought up ito date. Subject VON

. KARMAN has had & Japanese im. &xploy &s 2 chauffeur -
e who was formerly reported t.ai“":bave been & structural
L7 engineer in Japan and to heve listened to Japanese .. .
broadcasts weekly, Subject TOETZ reported to have’
proposed a toast®to the hwk' & day or two after
the sinking of the HMS Eood, ani i have sziled around
Balboa Bay with a German off'icer Zrom the scutiled ship
nColumbus®s GOETZ further reporied to have stated his
interest to be in Germany raither then in thE. United
States, Subject's bank accerant checked with’negative
results, Subject's sympatales reported defi;g;te]: ‘

3 romoy )
pw according to recen ks. :‘ %3 N

Report of Special Agent L B
1os Angeles 1/8/L2, '

Bureau letter 1/13/L1 (65»89‘*»’).

Letter to Bureau

Ietter to El Paso 5 gs/hz.

S e T L -’;L-f~:...s--.
, The following infomat:. u:s: 3
under date of Janna.ry Zl.bx*l '2 ce to subject
VON KARMAN: "

NTHEODOR VON KARMAN  » °~ o

1501 Soe MAréngo Avenue Pasa.dena

APPROVED AND y
FORWARDED: Mw EUA:;:A&T:G: DO #8&CT WRITE IN THESE SPA
R ﬂl ¥ =

..-ff’ z -.f'.i'

AR i i

sag i | 177 ”E:'fc-a Los Angelss £

p § El Paso ' -~ 1 Gt San Francisco !H“ ”

/1 ONI Los Angsl®s3 Yos Angeles
/ 1 ONI San Diggo




.;; *

n6l years, 6'1% = 210 1bs.

Black Curly Hair, Brown &yes = ' .

Occasionally wears glasses, 1s nervouse Borns Budapeste :

American citizen (2) Occes Professor of Aero-dynamics at california
Institute of Technology - A , -

Resides with his sister, JOSEPHINE who is described as S8 yrse of
age, red hair (dyed)s™ . *K(‘ﬁ" ANy

aChecked with the Credit Buresu who have a record since 193k, At
that timg he was reported to be connected as professor and director
of the Guggenheim Aerodynamic 1aboralorys receiving a salary of $9500

nReceived his degree in llechanical Engineering in Budapest in 1902,
P.H, in Gottingen in 1908, Honorary degree of Doctor of Engineering
‘at the University of. Berlin in 1929, Privatdocent Gottingen 1910=13,
Director of Aero=Dynamic University dacher 1913 to0 193k, Honorary - -
advisor of the Aeronautical Department at Ising Hua University in
China in 1933 Member of Gesellschafi Der Wissen Schoften zu ‘
Gottingen in 1925. Foreign member of Royal Academy of Science in
Torino in 1928, Rouseball lecturer at the University of Cambridge

in 1937e CeReB. lecturer in Belgium in 1937. In 1936 newspaper

jtem stated that he had been elected honorary fellow in the In=
struction of Aeronautical Science, stating that he was one of the

world's foremost aerodynamic expertse

uThe property at his residence address was assessed to him, valuing
the land at $5350, and improvements as $3360, personal account was

nIn 1935 his sister reported that she used
because she had lived in Paris a number of years. :

their name was originally a Hungarian name and was very long, and
explained that her brother used VON KARMAN because he had lived in
Germany many yearse ' : -

sThis subject has had in his employ, as a gardener, housemin, and
general handyman, for approxizately the last five or six years, one
1" TCDAJIROF(ODAL}. (Japanese) Alien Registration No. 4732655, Age 61
years, 5V2iw - 122 lbs, Gray hair, gray eyes (left eye slightly cocked).
Tsmareied Wife's name is CORA, white, American, Married in Tid Juzns.
Address: 717 Cypress Ave,, Pasadeni. Telephone SY, 3-5028, He states
that he entered this country through San Francisco, and has never been
back to Japan. Has no children or living relatives,

sne obscrved nCDAMA on many occasions, Ih his capacity of houscmaa,




sarranging and looking through papers on subject's deske On

many occasions subject would bring home blueprints and drawings
relative to his work, which informant has seen, and she states ..

that frequently KODAMA would be required, by this subject, to take
these blueprints and drawings to Cal Tech, when subject would forget

to take them with hime Our informant became very perturbed at this
condition due to the fact that KODAMA had confided in her, at one

time while partially under the influence of intoxicants that while he
wag in Japan he had been & structural engineer and could read drawings
and blueprints, When informant called this condition to the attention .-
of subject's sister JOSEPHINE she ignored the warning and said KODAMA
was a harmless, iznorant Jap, and they had confidence in him, '

nOur informant states that once a week, usually Thursdzy night, a

heavy set, well dressed Japanese would call for KCDAMA and then they -
would ‘go to Los Angeles,. When she asked KODAMK what they did he stated
that they 'listened to Japante Our informant states that KODAMA is -
very well versed in current events.

Jur informant
swsues tnat she was very suspicious of “thess two women. but dus
to the fact that she was very much occupled ~ she
was unable to verify her suspicions, howevdr, dus to inrormation
in our files it is entirely possible that there is grounds for her
suspicione '

nInformant also states that subject employed

we found in his bilifold & membership card .
in The Southern California Automobile Club, issued to Dr. VON KARMAN./
Ve inquired as to how it came into hie vossession, he said 'He: is just
a friend's '

was interviewed at the Tujunga Canyon
Detention Station subsequent to his apprehension as an enemv alien and he ad=-
vised that TODAJIRO KODALA had given instant card te so that in the
event that aver became involved in an automobile accident he could
show this cara and 1t would assist him with the police, advised that




KCDAMA has about three or four such cards every year and that he had given
one to Questioned concerning what he knew about KODAMA,

advised unat ne xknew nothing about KONAMA being a structural engineer in
Japan and that he had met KODAMA at vegetable stand at 425
South Fair Oaks In Pasadena and that the only thing he knew about him was
that KODAMA was married to a white woman who was very cld, He stated that
he knew this only because KODAMA had told him soe _ : -

L Referenced report sets out a lead to interview KODAMA
" concerning information to the effect that be possessed a picture of VON KARMAN
dressed in a robe with the Nazi swastika insignia thereons The interview with
KODAMA took place prior to the information received as set forth above, con= -
saguently no information was developed relative to the card which he had given
However, in view of the fact that no information was developed
rrom it is not deemed necessary to reinterview KODAMA, KODAMA
advised tnat ne was VON KARMAN'S chavffeur and also acted in the cspaclty of
cook and gardener, He was asked to furnish a picture of VON KARMAN and he =
advised that he did not possess any pictures of him, He stated that he had
bean employed by VON KARMAN for about four years and that he had not returned
to Japan in the last forty five years, having come to this country at that time.
He stated that he was well satisfied with this country and that he did not ever
want to return to Japan inasmuch a8s he heard that people were all poor in Japan.
He stated that subject VON KARMAN was very opposed to HITLER and that he has
never seen any swastika insignia in the home, He said that VON KARMAN had
become a citizen about ten or twelve years ago and that VOGN KARMAN'S sister
likewise shared subject's dislike for Germanys It is to be noted that the
recent alien evacuation program has resulted in KODAMA'S being removed from
this area and he is therefore no longer in the employ of VON KARNAN,

On February 21, 1942 a teletype was received from the
Cleveland Office advising that subject ALEXANDER GOEIZ was expected: to
arrive at Cleveland that night from Cornine. New York and that while he was
there he was expected to contact National Carbon ‘.
Company, Cleveland, The teletype further /advisea that tne Cleveland file
was closed on this case and mo further investigation was contemplated unless
contrarily adviseds Inasmuch as subject GOETZ was on 3 business trip at the
time in connection with his research work, it was not deemed advisable to
request 8 surveillance of his activities, B ‘

A card dated Februvarv 21- 1542 was received from _
)(Confidential National Defense Informant concerning subject GOETZ,
reflecting as follows:

®Subjects are friends. Subjects relationship
is accepted as one of common law marriage, and these subjects are
considared pro=German and anti-Britisha

Subject
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER aas
OIRECTOR *

Federal Brirean of Inuestination - LT
United States Bepartment of Justice - ‘ —-°

Hashington, B. ¢. i
Rugust 11, 1942 i

\/ e, Netiomen_____

MEMORANDUM FOR LR. TRACY . masatre

PE:fotoomuztk}ﬁwc CAK GIOSZ TURA HOTHL BXRN (SWITZMEIAND) ‘et
SiSFICIQUS MESSAGE INTERCEPTED BY CABLE CENSORSHIP i Sauhm____ %

For the consideration of Mr. Kimball and Mr. Hince the Laboratory

makes the following observations on the cable message cited herein. The
original of this cable was returned todby special messenger.

CONTSNTS OF MESSAGE: b70

CC AL 9=42

1. SJ215 25 CLELE PASALENA CALIF 8 905P NIT

2. NICOIAUS YARIAN)CAKE GLOSZ TURA HOTEL BFRN (SWITZERIAND)

3. BOTE APE IN SATISFACTORY HEALTE JOSEPEINE UAS SLICHT HEART TEOUBLE
" WILL WRITE VIA EED CROSS
L. THFDDORE VAN

5« M REFERREL PER OCC 53346  ADSE & SNLR: NSI

7‘ 7’“0

1129 CNY 76159 SGh

, %
COI0ENTS : . f
_ It is suspected that this message is intended for Germany.
It is sugzested that the sender be investigated.
3:‘4-:‘!«
it INFORMATION TONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
ATES "21-99 5y sggm;# .
) ;- ~

S U / AR oty £ ‘,’X S
a - : O ’ R - : T -

A ol BLR
. AR vt
- . "'"..-— - “, e L,
» _u:  Respectfully,
‘:;. . T N ' T
WY “anl" ‘
N (I .
.r\,\ \\ (Y
Jo NG ¢ T

ok - (e . (\\ ,{}\‘ ) o ' “‘_\.' » V M '
} L SFT: R B g . B
COPYINFILE
e ———— s e - S A S A £ g - T : / .z




E MENT OF JUo-:
WASHINGTON, D. C

December 8, 1942 . .

MEMORANDUM FOR IHE DIRECTOR, -
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION B

‘Rét THEdﬁbRE.QVOIqGKAEMAN, 4ith allases,
ALEXAWDER GOETZ, with aliassas -
Espionage,:;foN_ﬁhmAé;,.‘
de to the adee-entitléd cases
have recently received copies

‘Reference 1s ma in
i1th which we of the
vestigative reports:

conrection W

following in
6-26-41 Los Angeles

g8-12-L41 Los Angeles
C.

1.
2o
&f]C/ li. 1-8-42 Los Angeles
S. 6-3y-2 Los Angeles
Y - =4 aSO, ean
6 6-11-42 E1 P T
bove reports

t of date of the a
ding status, it

e furnished coples of
ts or other data which has
th of the subjectse. ’

Since the lat
jndicate the case 1s being carried in

is requested that the Crimin

all supplemental 1nvestigative repor

been‘acquired concerning either or bo

re is a very definite spdicatidn thab the
tivities, we are .

Since the
engaged in espionage 2c
ditiously &s

subjects may be actually
desirous of obtaining succeding reports as expe
possible.
o ' Respectfully,
t4

§c -+ WENDELL BERGE o o,
o Ass;;téntﬁ}t?ggney;General ’




" EXCLUSION GRDER FORM: "~

/". S
s
. . Reference: 62-65880-208 pate of coxmunica
B - :
i - ~ T @7 R 7 i T
THRODORYE TON KARUAN

Name:
N
al exclusion

Considered for individu




&%étiqn in ‘case ai €5 Satmit 8 Teport reflecting- a1
_info; ation developed x:mn in the very near future in order that




A review of the Burééﬁ file in thé &bové entitled case
/}reflects that the t _submitted by your office was that of
Special Agent ‘dated March 2, 19h3, at Los

b1C sngeles, Carirerniae

particulerly with respect to subject Coetz, be given closer attention;"
in order that the matter may be brought up to date in the very near -
future. : .

T mmronmoncmm
HEREN 18 UNCLASSIFED

e e - . . - ———— me— s
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SAC, Los tngeles netober 30, 1950

Director, FBI

TODAR FARYAR
%ﬁﬁm ¥ATTER - c
nE1e 100-372586 —
<Q ST
nﬁ}“ )
;\\';‘V 9 Re New York letter netcber 4, 1950. T S
d‘:}" " In view of the jnformstion contained in the enclosure to

o that letier, it is requested that you snstitute a thorough security
snvestigation to determine whether this individusl is & threat to

If he is employed at the California Institute of Technology,
you shouls be guided by previous Bureat jnstructions with regard to

snvestigations of perscns connected wiln FCvoh .: cnn] institutions.
Shouldé you cetermine that be 3s a Federal exployee, YOUs of course, oub-io

L]
cease jnvestigation and so advise the Bureau. A
ntion is callec to ihe report of Special igent
b1 C dated September 27, 1950, at Cievelsndé in the case
captioned "¥i Jiam Perl, aka. william yuiterperl; tspiondgt ~ B In
nages 40, 45, 46, 47, 50, anc 52 of thal report a Ir. von Karman iS5
zmentioned. That jndividual waY be identical with the suciect of this
memorandum, .
p *
16D:kmb JJZ)‘
%
s‘q'?am
LL INFO TION CONTAINED
- HEREIN 1S RED _.
. CiARA :.-‘_N
“Toleon “"‘c!';'";
ta0d_______ < ;';. o
Clees___—— Fi .
Glavin =
Hichols £,
Rosen
recy___

Pelmont, ’\“\ E 1! . . L PRI
- P WY coTa0es0l R A

Tole. m-__sfé NOV —8 19 .

m—.’_
Gandy___

———




- C : C

srmuuzmnu

Oﬂice Memar‘..ndizm .Q ﬁNITED STA. 1S GOVERNMENT

0. = Director, FBI _ ' paTE: 10/L/50

Fbéu'{ : SAC, New York
7§ 103: mma%'m.mn, :
A/ f R SECURITY MATTER (T)

-

)
m herewith to the Bureau is an original and - . - "7*

one photostatic copy of a "Summary of Information" dated September 12 s
1950 from Headguarters, First Army, captioned "Possible Cormunist,
California Institute of Technology".

#nclosed also for the Los Angeles Office is one photostatic
copy of referenced summarye

It will be noted that according to the Sumary, KARMAN
joine¢ the Hungarian Comunist Party in 1918 and subseguently wes

transferred to the German Commimist Party when he went to reside in
that country.

KiBMAN is said to have given several lectures at -the California
Institute of Technology, Pasadena, Cal., and in 1945, was assigned
to the position on the Resezrch Staff of firmy-sponsored
a4 guided missile groject in Fasacena, a position which he reportedly
retains to this dates

¥ C i
y‘:}.‘» b1 of

.-
A
7 This data is being transmitted to the Bureau znd Los Angeles
g\_lﬁgs a matter of information for whatever action is deemed
advisatle,

sices of this oifice contain no, recoré of KARMAN, nor
2s mentioned in the SwmMarye

s

."/ ~)::%¢~’ /
Enc.r (2) “:/"(/
JED:KW , -
100-0 b"lo
2CC-Los Angeles (Enc.) ﬁ

e
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o fice Men:ciin
_‘3"50 ¢ _ Director, DATE: = 11-10-50
J(!*' " 1rRoM LN 1(/; SAC, Los o
SUBECT:” Y, THEODOREONCKARMAN, ' T S et
- S Aka Toda arman, . T
—~ ! SECURITY MATTER-C '
‘fJ o1 Bufile 100-372586
iﬁt ) Rebulet to Los Angeles d:%ed 10-36-50. , .
o . - - - . '.":e"‘ /[" ~
/%L In New York letter to the Director dated October ﬁ{ “/
4, 1950, the New York Office attached-a photostatic copy —~/

of a "Summary of Information" dated September 12, 1950 from |

i
i
!
headquarters, First Army, captioned "Possible Communists, ‘é“ ‘
. ‘ -
‘.
i
!
j

California Institute of Technology".(: .
Lccording to summary, TODAR KARMAN joined the
Hungarian Communist Party in 1918 and subsequently was transferred o
to the German Communist Party when he went to reside in that TE
country. { . ai
‘ KARMAN 1is said to have given several lectures at the ““ﬁ
f

California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, California, and
in 1945 was assigned to a position on the Research Staff ;,-
of the Army sponsored Guided Missile Project in Pasadena.’

Reference Bureall letter instructs the Los Angeles
Office to institute a security investigation to determine
whether captioned individual is a threat to the internal
security of the country.
,I‘ - .

Inquiry at the California Institute of Technology :
indicates that KARMAN is preséently in Washington, D.C. and - . onon.
is maintaining an office in the Pentagon Building. :

- The Washington Field Office is requested to ascertain
VON KARMAN's present employment and to notify the Los Angeles ;
Office. Should you determine that he is a Federal employee /.
you should cease investigation. and so advise the Bureau. CT

_ RUC. - | L
st xidk - ~ 2 ‘} "\——‘c:/',‘ - ’*-:-
121-0-802 R B - ST e
RKS :MWR . e ‘." \‘v‘r? 31 L -% .
AMSD - 4\- . ey '
CC: Washington'Field.Office;. . ms";;so
W "': .‘;:,c’ L W™ ’
K < -

-
N L

., 5 f | | e
R 2 %’ L

,;&ep:‘ : e s e ﬁ%{ﬁgﬁﬂ?ﬂ‘ S, .
. 1950 OATE. 3'94-%)_py 8 SOl




mploved

lalsg advsed tha

'haq' hed a_private

tioned “ﬁ‘"ﬁ




Woe e e

[Sam Mutterpe na
with Cleveland as office of origin, was

a ;

) Dr. VON KARMAN at Columbia University in 1947 a‘ﬁd 1948 and as :

Such received classified material in behalf of VON KARKAN who Was at that

time the chairman of the U. §. Air Force Scientific Advisory Board and who
Tay. Sstill hold this position.: AR

i




-G mvestigatlon ‘conduc : Bure
Clev and files are concerne&, a1l 1nvest.1gat10n was conducted pTs
sion of the Sov:.et Union by Germany and during;thezRESS

-Referenced- Cleveland and Bureau letters concern en;_gl yee ]

qni 13;5.i‘ce1 Ccnsulting Engineers, St. Louid, MUSSOURiT.g!

ingon a pro;;éct for VON

' through 58 an artlcle ccncerm.ng

th’ 131‘03617 Engil-!leering Cerporatlcn.
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62FEB7 'ST“*"*'*

SiCG, Los ingeles Januery 23, 1951

Director, FBI ' : o,
,‘3 /‘ . . . /_, . . .

THEODORE VON K. REEN Cimek . Sy

INTERN: L S2CURITY - R

‘Re New York letter Oc’cobvr L, 1950, Los Angelea letter
= - November lJ, 1950; Chicago letter December 18, 1950," Clevelund letter
% - January 5, 1951, and Washington Field Office telet”pe January 9, 1951,

The information conicined in Bur-au iiles concerning Dr,
Theodore Von Karman hus been made availuble 4o 0sI at vzashmgton,
De Co OSI has been reguested to advise whether Von Karman is
oresentiy cori oyed bw the 4ir Forces,

Uoon receipt o Infurmoticrn ivom CI concernins Voun Kerments
Faderal em- lo ce siatus, the field will be :.nstrkcc»d as tc vhet
:urthsar investigation is desired in this wcuter.

. = K=v York i
Chicago
Cleveland =
Washingtg? Field Office

8'?170

VK MH w

3543
AlL mFORMAHONSg?FYTAlNED
IN IS UNCLA z !!
I ~
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Fhe T \ B A S Trinneypneg < ‘-- b—l :
FUU. NANE OF PERSON OR FIRM DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH
J = T asf e «;
#von IQ;- AN, Theodore 5/11/81 “uCep§ 3443
ALIASES AND NICKNAMES - RACE SEX
ADDRESS OCCUPATION EMPLOYER -
1561 erengo,Freecene 3, Celif. Profeecor
TYPE OF INFORMATION DESIRED CITIZENSHIP STATUS NAT. CERT. NO. MARITAL STATUS
[0 Al information
N f -~ ~ P
[ Derogatory 8= 7/28/38 Celif.
NAME OF ORGANIZATION HEADQUARTERS ADDRESS T

REPLY
[J Material attached
D No record

D No derogatory information

[ other

OSTENSIBLE PURPOSE

NAMES OF LEADERS OR SPONSORS OR AFFILIATED ORGANIZATION

A

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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R,

rawwim. o s,

- February 24, 1951

You zre referred to the 1nformataon.i:f:15f*~ to the Visa
Division of the Dérartment o C /2
with the visa arplication o

(£0-13554-4; 40-4£8¢2

A further review of the records of this Bureau has’
disclosed thzt the Department of Stzte has already been fir-ished
at various times tvventy-nlne revorts ir the czse 1t.1ed "Theodore
von Karman, wes., Alexander Goetz, was.,, soicnage - G"
{65-8943)

Your attention irs directed to thnse raports 1nasmucha.¢‘
they acpesr to relate to the perscn inquired about.. & firther

review of the records of this Bureauv hag indicated. thét consideration

is being given to conducting an investigation of Theodore von Ksrman
uncer the loyalty ;rogrem perding a determination of his connection
vith the Federal Government. (10?3—‘ T2 5E6)

The above irforretion is furnished fer your corfidentis
use only, ano is not to be distribited ovteice of your &gfncy.
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Aesistant Attorney General Jomes k. HcInerney February 3, 1951

B
!

| mmtw, FBI ,

10N CONTAWED "
* HEREIS URCLASSIFED BXGERY

','.i';_f'.-
i,

- . r pexorandum of January 18, 1951, L .
enil tlec Es?im - I8 ,l! m ‘:1‘ f *;z..
reference Jif:CEXavb. s o ; Be

: rarticular reference is made Lo paragreph & of YW!' S
zexorandua which requested advice se to whether the Dr. shogdors -

ALLTNFORMAT

=

tote of ology, who referred subject: m(/
fosr memcrancul &150 reGuested

gdvice as Lo whethsr au hes any information indicating

that the above matters are at all relzted. !

I/RLP
tfang
g
B
E
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g
%
*
8

" the talifornia

Ga
1
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3- CICICC
7.9
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 mformation ir the files of this Buregy, fumished by
relisble informants, reflects that IT. Theodcre:%oniferzen, Who
wes a foruer superior of 7illiaz Terl at Cclurbia tniversity, has
been Firector of the Guggenheim Lercnauticsl Fesearch Lab oy
and :rofessor of ieronantics at the Celifornia Institute of !
Technology since the late 1930's. He hae served in various|
capacities with United ctates Soveramxent asencies. ’

t

—
-

sy
o Sy 6
OF

4

LASSIFICATION. ..

()

R Y-y A L R

P—

Saen

BRI
kccording to the informants, Ir. Von Earmen, es Dl
& . af the Guggenheim hercnautical Nesearch laboratory, played am!
v TS fpportant part in causing the Alr Force to eet wp the Jet |-
= + Propulsion laboratory st the califernia Institute of Technology

in the early 1540'e, and waz an originsl stockholder in the:
_kerojet ‘ngineering rompary of Azusa, Czlifornie, & private’
fire which was $2b up o mamfecture pilct models davelope?
. the Jet Propulsion Laborstory. -
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b1e

Tilson
pE L]

<lecE,
lewein

|

liosen
Tracy,

l§

selzont

|

Tele. room

|

. Courses at the Califomis Inatituls of Techaology, Peradenay: .

 States 16 vas Subsoquently granted an extanded reeldaice fafaits’

kerodyraiics forthc im mym,.. o2

SERRER

| resu has no inforxetion indicating that the cases of
Perl an are related clher than that informati{an which hae

baen pre rrished you and thet which is herein eet out.
There is furhished for your additionel informaticn the
resulls of a review of the files of this Buresu cancerning ths nsme
Theodore Van xerman: , T

As of recent dete, gnother Jovernment agency thet conducts
intglligence lnvestigeilons advigec this Fureau thet they were in
possession of informetion concermirg one Toder rarmman. The information
had bece fum.ished them by letter from Vienva, iustria, dsted gpril

<1; 1948, anc was originelly furnished by e source evalucted as fairly

relizble,

tecorcing to the source, Toder Karmer joimed the Fmgarisn
Coaemunist Farty in 1518 =shile working as isolstent Frofessor of
Physlcs at the Jozsef Kador, Technical University, rfudepest, Rungary.
In 1919, when the Com=zunists seisec power in Bungery, rarsec was
appointed Leputy Commissar of Culturel and Edveztional Affafrs in
ctarge of figher Zciucation. Ksrman continued to function ir thet
capacity until late 1519 when Coxmunists were routed by the Xationslist

- forces of rdmiral Forthy. At that time, Karrar was forced to .

from Fungary and escaped to Gersany where he settled at sechen.’ His
<ezbership wes then trensferred to the Gersan Cormunist Party.
ferman engzged in scientific work in Jerxeny and ves invited to
lecture 8t tie University of Luchen. In 1931 he Feceived &n in-
vitation to lecture in the United States and was $ssued en entry
visa to the United ctates fro= 1931 to 1933. i e

actording to the gource, Karman gave severel lectyre

B

California, end retumed éash time to Zschen after the completion
of the Sourses.  Aftar HILISr seited power in Garmany, Earssa.~

applied for an extension of his permit of residance in s - Mited
e

3 e - e

The soiree also stated that J.a 1945, !caman m‘a/sci;uoq;

te 2 positin on the research staff of an Arzy-sponscred guided
‘wlesile project at Fasadens, & position which the source bnlu.cvod 3

TR
Ll

A 1B



SE[&ED

fhe saintained as of 1%8. The source further believed that

Rerman covered up- his Communist Party mezbership when first~
appl;vin.g for an ontrs vm to the tnlted Stetes in 1931.

racelled the fact thst

e this aeet.ing or. ?en

Ea
bomb. According »tﬁ:’ g
brought up the question whether Dr. Vo

- ove had access to stomie informatfon &t a ¢
which was apprw:inately one snd one-hslf yesrs before inforkation
regarding ﬂ:e boad had boon revexled to the puhli.c. i i

'i:"‘) o |



: Mg ar investigstion of“cm—
ducted by this Buresu in 1945, relisble informan ivieea et -

Planning a zew §6,000,000 plant.

on Janusry 9, karch 7, karch 22, April 3, April 2L and 25, 1945,
Er. Theodore Von Eer w2z then segocinted with the 2
&ir Force, contac The investigation of, was
ed © oG by other reliable {nforcarn
wee in frequent cantact with mesbers of

the Soviet brbassy tashington and thegSorie

The Informants s£lso edvisced that ad been assoclazted

Buecian Tar helief snd the fations] ccour : 2n

In 1SL7 when interviewed in connection with an investigs-
tion being conducted by this Buresu, Ir. Theodcre von Rarman .stated
that he wso then Chsirman of the Ssfantific tdvisory Roard of the

Comzanding Joneral of the Arzy Air Force and a holder of the. iedal
cf Xerit. ,

*\‘i;

In the January 1, 1951, issue..of “Timév negazine, &
photogreph of Dr. Von Farman &ppears, together with an article
which relates how he and four associztes criginally icvested .
£6,700 and eetablished the Asrcjet Tngluesring Company of Reusa,
Galifornis, as & resmilt of Von Earman's knorledge that rocke 4‘

would be an important wespan. The article states that the = '
Asrojet Coopany pow has a $25,000,000 backlog of orders and is

, .. The present sddress of Tr. Theodore Yo Karssn g
reported to e Scientific Advisory Roard, 0ffice of the iirector,

Eesecrch and Levelopment, Deputy (hief of Staff, U. 8. atr Fores,

The YTentagon. A

IR
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There are attached for your sdditicnal information ccpies
of the followirg reports wich were made in copnection with aa . -

investigation of which Dr. Theoduore Von Karmen was carried as & =

subjegts ' S :
Report of thvffsw’_’““
sy 7, 1640, et lLos kngclSs) n . A
Beport of Special ﬁé&&a@
fugust 12, 1941, at L

8

Feport of Special Agent@ted b1 C/ ,
october 6, 1541, st CindIRLlL, Gulo;

Report of Special xgent—daud

June 3, 1942, at Lo= Angeles;

zeport of Special Agunt_deted

July 30, 15h3, at ios ingelss.

-

rertinent inforsation concerning Dr. Von Karman has been :
furnished the Directar of Specisl Investigations, Department of
the air Force, with the reguest that that agency adviee vhether -
Tr. Von Xarmen is presently employed by the lepartment of tha
Air Force. That agency was elso requested to acvise whether
their files contein any inforsaticn which will substantlale or Bt
Gdisprove the recent allegations recelved concorning Dr. Voo farzan. F

You %111 be furnished any sdditionzl pertinent informe~
> tion received or developed cancerning thie matter.

K

zmélmru

Trlson
a4
Jlerg
Slevdin

l.ichols ,/
hosen i
Traty__ ¢

jarde L
e =

X - O
Tele. ivwom__ . -
Lease, ) e mmIm
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTlGATION

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 105 M.GELE CALIF. ,"' - FILE NO. 05_'_6:). '

4

WHICH MADE

| BRI 58 2004

. i
REPORT MADEAT . . . : . DATE WHEN MADE /%ER!OD FOR | i REPORT MADE BY

ANGRLZS, GALTF. 8/12/41

TTE LAY :'Dn . » | CHARACTER OF CASE
-, . .

h ,
rr ¢ Cemmsogte v
/. TEECDORE VoI ,.‘x, ., with alisses, heodor  ISPICIAZE -
{ Ver-%arnan, Theodop'De lirman; ALEXA? »DERPGCETZ, .
‘with aliasds, CerljGoetz, Alekender Carl/fioetz 2, L.

- ¥arl Wilhelm Alexshder Gustav-Goetz; .
‘_SY?QOPS!SOFFAW.. f

Tnfarmation received’ from
that Subjegt GULTZ is a leading ajent in

his district forplortra, Ince GUDTZ is stated
to have been very friendly with the German Consul
at los Angeles and vith a Jepanese, 2nd to receive )
. nany. 1etters from Gernenys Subject: VO IAWAN is 7 o
sta'bed to have lost an air corps mennua.cat:.o'x cm~d

ssued to hin by the laterizl Dlnsz.cn, United States
A:Lr Corps, Wright rField, Ohio, which card 'u:.l.. allow
him to enter pr..ctlcc.ll;; any airplane plant or ue;ense
_ incustry, it is saids Iiecords of Ty rat.lon md '
’atvralxzatzon at Los Angeles reflect VO IATSAN born
...ay 11, 1881, Sudapest, iungary, entered the Lni'bcd o

ates at Niew York City Cetover 7, 1920, and becane
a2 cltizen July 24, 1936, at Los ;m'-eles. o criminal
record at Los ingeles for either Subject GCLTZ or VYOI
iAnihle Credit reccrds of these Subjects clecled, ang
no additicnal information obtained, m.th the e..ce*)tloa
that GCETZ is reperted to have invesiments and resiceaccgr
in Gernenye lesults of noil cover on Subject LTS set =
outs. Custodial Detentiocn mercrandun suimitted as.iods
Subject GOETZ. - e
‘ - D - . .

P

;.A..‘

Repori by Spec.:.el noeno Lo., Anz glcs, 0/20/41. S
. - a: \ \ h =
-AT S n;:G.: A,L_;u \l _A'

' _'a‘

The title of this case is veling chianzed to i*xclwdb +h

viy
o.llaseo cf Subject V(I :}':;;L.v,-;AuLUC.-. VLl Z-x..l;sx., ThociKEl DS
D -

APPROVED A SPECIAL AGENT
FORWARDED: IN CHARGE | DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

sl 2L 4=

BN § _
f LR R D
; B .
} INDEXED
i
|
l

\
ll

"
il COPIES OF THIS REPORT
vresu

-—r\/‘
Liashingten ~:Lel§ .
Cincinnati -
-ocooon
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"5e They are also Ifriendly with a Japanese, zpparently someone :
of high position. They have entertained him at dinner in the hone and e
rave teken him out to dinner. Eis name is not mowm to informant, al-

‘theuch she hes {ried tc learn ite

"6. They entertain many callers, apparently 231 German, who stay
until cre or two o'clock in the morning, Scnetines there are eight or ten
cf then at 2 tinze,. and there is much conversation, - L

RECR ‘eriticize President RUCSEVELT and h:.s T
policy towerd Germany, and they were furious about what was said by him -
during his last radio speechs =~ . . T IR

"8s <These people give cut America First literature.t

‘nusher is listed to :
Glendales It was first ascertained from telephone operator tuc. .ais
'zhone had been temperarily disconnected, Inquiry among the neighbors
a2t the above address brought forth the information that
gone away Zor the swrzer and would probably not return until the Tirst

~ of Senterbers An zttemmt will ha mada at that tine to contact .

... Throwh 2 confidentisl source it wae ascertained that telenhone el

A letter cdated liay 28, 1941, was received ,
Beverly Hills, California, which stated that rrozessor

Vui Lhruhidy neaa or the Aeronautical Department of California Techs, is
in a position to ecomait murder when it comes to secrets of the airplane.
incdustrye. VOI KARIAN is a Germdn by birth, and
his sister, a spinster, laves wath him. He stated ihat she has declared
herself fron tine to time to be 2 llazi and doesn't even try to cover Upe
A ngmorandum in the file reflects that on July 17, 1941,

telephonically advised Specaal
figen ' -hat ioonms cul=sU< 1n the Savoy lotel, Los ingeles,
occupied vy ure TIECDORE VON FARLAN, had been burglarized on July 13, .
1941, at wiich time a zreat deal of jewelry had been taken, as well as
an air corps identificztion card issued to Dre VO IARIAN by the laterial
bivisiony United States Air Corps, iright Field, Chios. stated
that inis card would allow VOI KARIAN to enter practically any airplane
oiant or defense industry.

4t the Sureau of Imigration and liaturalizaticn, los Angeles, Petition
for liaturalizaticn lics 50558 reflected the followings TEECDCR VON FATIAN,
1501 larengo avenue, PascCena, occupation, Professor, born 5/11/81 Budapest,
swsaryy race, llegyard, narital stetus, single, last foreizn residence,
sachen, Cermany, came to the United States fronm Cherbourg, France, under
the name JIZXDCL IAITAL cnd entered at the port of llew Yerk Cctober 7, 1930,
via iie Se 5. IAJSSTICs witnesses on the netition vere




He was adnitted as a
citizen July 24, 193be thne file fwrither reflected that he owns his
ovn heme and has an account in the Pasadena Tirst Illational Trust and
Savings Dank, It wes reflected Hat his mother, the fornmer HELENE
10illi, and his sister, JOSEPE;‘-.:I?*DE KARIAYN, reside with him, It was .
KARGAN and DE KARMAN - -

evident from the file that both the names VCH
are useds . - oI

© . A nemerandunm in the file dated October 25, 1932, regarding. . -
TITDODCR VO IARIAY was noted as follows: VApplicant presents Gernan
nassport nuaber 33558 in his name notated; no quota, imiigration visa \
1601, September 24, 1930; Professor TIECDCR KARIAMN, American Consulate,

© Dudapest, aduitted liew York 4/9/30, Pare 2-Section 3-Act of 1924, six  °

" months; was admitted New TYork 9/29/31 uwpon presentation of re-entry - -

permit number 704909; applicant!s first entry was in October, 1926,
at Ilew York via Se Se MAURITALNIA, fronm Cherbourg, France. Iils second
entry was in Cctober, 1928, at iontreal, Canada, by rail. Ile is unable
to :ive the port of entry upon the Canadian bordere. Ilis third eniry wes
at Lew York via the Se Se ILE DE FRANCE about in Cctober, 1930, fron
Chervourg, ~rance, The applicant states that he vas an exchange pro-
fesscr upon his first entries.”

YOIl ATIAN'S absences since Cctober 7, 1930, are given as follows:
Left iay, 1831, from lew York via the S. Se ILE DS rRANCE for Cernany
and returned September, 1931, same port and Loat. Left lcvezber, 1932,
frea licw York via the Se Se 3RZEN for France and returned December, 1932,.
enterins; at llew Terk via the 5. Se TURCPAe Left June, 1934, and returned
Swly, 1934, via the Se Se CLLPIA from Enjlands Left Septerer, 1935,
frem sew York via the S. Se COITI GRAIDE for Italy, returning in Cctober,
1635, at liew York via the S. Se. CGITI DE SAVOI. e : : ;

Special Asent was advised vy the Los Angeles County
Sherifits Cffice anc the Ics Angeles City Poiice Depariment that their
respective departments had no crimin2l record for either Subject VCH
VATDAL or GLITZ. ' :

The Ics Anzeles Netall llerchants Crecdit Assoclaticn's information
cencerning TIECDCRD VU HATIAL was as follows: Age, 54 in 19356; sinzle;
srefessor ot Califcrnie Techs, alsc employed by lletrcpolitan iwater Dis-
trict, 200 Lest Zrd Street, Icos anseles, Director cf Cuggenhein Aerc-
nauticcl Lavoratory at California Institute of Technolozye 1In 1636
elccted honoradle Iellow in Institute of Aercnautical Sciences, one
of worldls feoremcst aercnautical exgerts, Crecit fair,

rencri PICRE. 2077 cave hiis aje as 4C in 1940 and
:ie wes steted
in it 2o 1 recnonoLlc y &S &n assoclave

>4 ce s mea
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LIDZVELCPED LUADS:

v - -
T AASHILCTUN FLZLD OrilE:

frm e e erreeeir sy
AT GASL I 3G L.J. Ce:

71l at the United States Patent CIfice review the application
" of onadect Si,:'l'z for =z pztent for his liguid ster:.l:.zer, it being-
noted that this patent clainm is Serial #317,606 on file in Division -
56, Zwon 4735, “United States Patent Office, Washington, De Ce

P - e

. e v o e ae
Trs DUSTCH DLD DIViSillis

Ki‘ BuS (,1-; .@SE@WS&'A"&’S& LU I

Will, at the State Street Trust Company, ascertain the natwre
of Suvject ALITUAIDER GCET2!' transactions with this bank, noting
that on July 22, 1941, he rece*ved a letter froen the bm post=
narzed July 18.

CINCIILATL ¥IELD

[ R T I S S
B laalic.ly 11208

o yiill, at .arrht Field in the iaterial Division, United States
Air Corps, ascert why an air corps identification card was issued
o TITADIE VO l,[‘-....Jtu and will determine what his cennection is,
if any, with the cir corpse

DI ILS ALGILGS TIWLD DIVAISIUL:

7 SLIALS, CALIFGIIITA:

Liill, contact in order
to male =n appeintment to Interview
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Cleveland'letter Director January5, 1951. ~de, . . _
" On Noveaber 17, 1950WG-2, L. D. W,
advised that Dr. THEODORE VON ma. an office in the.

Pentagon. "This office is room 4-C His phone extension is
53797. Inquiry at his office b%:vealed that he was
said to be employed by the Air Force S¢ ¢ Advisory Board. He
was at the time in Europe, apparently for the Air Force Scientific
Advisory Board, and was expected back about December 1, 1950.

further advised however that although it would appear
was an employee of the Air Ferce, Air Force Personnel reco
he was terminated with the Air Force on Janwmary 3, 1946.
was unable after repeated efforts to procure any more def.
pﬁmt:.on concerm.ng VON KARMAN.

After mnch delay a check of the office of Security and
.Intelligence of the Air Force revealed that that office had information
available concerning VON KARMAN. A check of this record revealed that

. _office information concerning VON KARMAN under the caption Re
A e = am
O ration and Naturalization Service e

p. m. and gave information te a
is reporbed as adviaing that Dr.
o if3 " .

MAR . . N33 pe
herefore very necessary that he be pemitted to talk uith
The Imigration authorities in Los Angeles elected to

~ uOan&NMENT'
, TO : }\DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: January 29, 1951
FROM % SAC, WFO ’ : 35¢- 3% ’
: R @ KLL IRFORMATION CONTAINED
r ‘z SUBJECT: °  Dr, THEODORE VON KARMAN . HEREIN 1S BS -
;"'?' { Alca, TOD - R DATEZ2 2/ o
t A -7 SECURTTY MATTER - C : ‘ T L]
4" Bufile 100-372586 . . =
S/ . £, l
P . 2t I P
_ Re Los Angeles letter to Director November 10, 1950, and /&u/ ‘

3
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= Sy f
-4 o “"’ / : !
O el 70 I
ST - - !v py - 1
T00-22923, - cten ( Atz dat1)" R-T Pia ks
. ccs s eles r Mail : RECG:'?DED . Ré e S T .
Denigme 0B T A ;
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On January 17, 1951, Agenm C.I.D., 0.S.I., |
_advised that he had definitely determine ON KARMAN is presently
an employe + Se Air Force. He is presently in Pasadena, California,
but Agent was refused information as to his exact whereabouts.

VON 1s expected to return te Washington, D. C., about February 1, 1951.

In abgence of instructions to the contrary no further inqniry
regarding this matter is contemplated by this effice.
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SUBJECT:

the foll

T CCRFIDENTS %
VIA LIAISON

- e G el - ST

. DATE: - J}nﬁ :‘2‘3\;?19 L $gé B . | i

Director of cial Investigdations

Inspector General i
Department of the Air Force - .. e

The Pentagon T s
®ashington 25, D. C. :

John ZEdgar Hoover - Director - Federal Bureau of Investigat;ion

THEODORE VCH K RM4N FOL . L
INTENSL SECU -R gmtesxmu %dey\ e
' ox_9-%t9)

There is furnished for your confidential information

owing concerning captioned individusl. Reliable sources

advise that Dr. Theodore Von Karman presently maintains an office
&% the Pentagon in connection with employment by the Air Porce.,

‘A8 of recent date, another Government agency that

conducts intelligence investigations advised this Bureau that

they were in possession of informztion concerring one Todar

Kurman. Thé infarmation had boen furnished them by letter e
frow Vienna, sustris, dated épril 1, 1948, and was originally, o
furnished by a source evzluated as fairly reliable,

According to the source, Todar Karman Joined the

Hungarian Communist Party in 1918 while working as Assistant

Professor of Physics at the Joszsef Nador, Technical University, )
Budapest, Hungary. In 1919, when the Communists seized poweft A
in Hungary, Karman was appointed Deputy Conmissar of Cultural

and Educstional Affairs in charge of Higher Education. Karman

continu:d to function in that capacity until late 1919 when

Communists were rovted by the Nationalist forces of Admiral

Horthy, At that time, Karman was forced to flee from Hungary

and escaped to Germany where he settled at Aachen, His membar-

ship was then transferred to the Germsn Commumnist Party., Kerman -

erngaged in scientific work in Germany and was invited to lecture

- &t the University of sachen. In 1931 he received an invitation

to lecture in the United States and w-s issucd an entry visa to

the United States from 1931 to 1933
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- According to the source, Karman gave several lecture
courses &t the California Institute of Technology, Pasadena,
Calif rnia, and returned each time to Aachen after the completion

- . - of the courses.- After Hitler seixzed power. in Germany, Karman -
..applied for an extension of his permit of residence in the

'United States and was subsequently granted an extended residence

permit. He then became a regular Professor at the California _
Institute of Technology and during World war IY engaged in . L
research work in Aerodynamics for the Army 4ir Forces,. .

The source also stated that in 1945, Karman wes
asgigned to s position on the research staff of &n Army-
sponsored guided misgiie project at Pasadena, a position which
the source believed he maintained as of 1948, The source further
believed that Karman covered up his Communist Party membership
when first applying for &n entry visa to the United States {n

19310 / -
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The Chica ffice of this Bureau has recently a
viged that one%telephoni acted that '
office while passing oug of. p o )

vised that he had beepf
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that he had held &
znd during tnis meeting Dr. Von Rz

privete meeting with ur. Von Karmen

=3 questioned—regarding
the ric b, &ccording to his conversation with
ﬂbronght up the questi.n as to whether Ir. Von Karzen
-sh-ul

ave had eccess to atomic information at a time which was b1C/ ‘
aproximately one and one hzlf years before informetion rz.:- rding
the bomb had been revealed tc the public. D1D

The present address of
=t he hzd formerly‘residea :
and had received maid

and presently r
B jeh 3 =

ontidl s
nternz1l Securiity - H."

There are &itzched lor your & itioncl informction cozics
of the {ollowing revorts »rich were mace in connection with an in-
vesti:etion i wiich r. Thecdcre Von Kerman was carried as & sutjects

{1j. Reoort of Snecizl Agent
Moy T. 1940, ¢t Los ang

(2). Report of Sp=ciul agent
sugust 1z, 1941, «t Los An

(3). Report of Special Agent duted b")(’/

“(L). Report of Special igent dated

(5). Report of Specizl igen dated
July 30, 1943, &t Los i

Yo:r attention is called to the fact thet the recent
allegations received which apuarently refer to Dr. Theodore Von
Kzrman hzve not bzen verified by independent investigation of this
Bureaus; The informztion is not to ‘e disserminatéd outside your
Agency.

It is requested that you advise whether Dr. Theodore _
Von Kerren is presently employed by the air Force in order that &
determination may be made as to furthsr investigation based on the
jnformetion furnished you. It is al=o reguested thut you acviee-
whether your files contain &ny information which will substantiate
or disprove the information furnished you in this letter.
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. subject born May 11, 1881, Hingary, entered Uit ted StatésSZ- 7/ - /

1930 and naturalized 1936.. Since entry hag been employed as Dii'écto{eggf -/
of Guggenheim Aeronautical Research Iaboratory at cu%’fgmn Institu C
of Technology. As one of Worldt's leading Aerodynamiceés, has served as. <

consultant to National Advisory Commitiee on Aeronautics and in 1947

was Chairman of the Scientific Advisory Board of the Comminding General

of the Army Air Forces and the holder of a medal of Merit.

. Subject presently maintains offices in the Pentagon with
Air Force Scientific Advisory Board although Air Force persornel
records indicate his employment was terminated in 1946. ‘Subject
has had access to material of the highest classiﬁcation.. .

 Recent report received from G-2 reflects that in 1948 -
a CIC investigation in Europe determined "i.nfb"nné.; pn from a source ‘
#fairly reliable - possibly truen that one TodarrKarman, who S
apparently identical with sibject, was COMItESaF of HIZhEr EaT
’ uprising in 1919 ccording to the

mman fled to Germany the same year and continued as a member

é;l.;lm.an_ba.ais_qf_:emri_th__ej erman aliens at Cal. Tech had
= .. - L ' . s - r~ ,;»l___~ [ 2 ) vie - - : re= Vs ‘.‘ﬂ‘ =S 33 4.1} sic{e S

TTNYIX RN

- It is recommended that information in Bufiles re subject
be fumished 0SI by letter and that other information be furnished
orally. It is also recommended that & loyalty investigation of
subject be conducted in the event it is established that he is a
Government employee and if not, that an Intemal Security = R - -

stigation be conducted. . ‘ '
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BACKGROUND <

Personal History

INS records checked August, 19il, by the Los Angeles Office and
reflect Theodor Von Xarman was born ¥ay 11, 1881, Budapest, Hungary and
entered the United Stutes from Cherbourg, France, under the name Theodor
Kerman at the Port of New York on October 7, 1930. His occupation was
stated as professor and his last foreign residence, Aachen, Germanys
He was admitted to citizenship in 1936. Prior to 1930, Von Karman had
entered the United States as an exchange professor in 1926, 1928, and

1930. ‘ (65-8943-L3) " -

Lo
iy
Education ’

1902 - Graduated University of Budapest

1908 - Graduated from Gottengin University

1929 - Received Dr. cf Engineering degree, University
of Berlin

1937 - Received Dr. of Science degree, University
of Brussels '

Employment

1913 to 193k - Professor of Kechanics and Aerodynamics
University of Lachen

192k to 1929 - Consultant and advisor for airplane
corporations throughout the world

1927 to 1929 - Kawanishi airplane works, Japan

1939 - Generzl Electric Company

1935 - 1940 - U. S. Bureau of Reclamation

1930 - 1941 - Director of the Guggenheim Aeronautical
Research Leboratory and Professor of
ieronautics, Cal. Tech.
_ (G-2 investigation October 26, 191

Bufile 65-8943-L1)

Bufiles reflect Von Karman has apparently continued as
Director of the Guggenheim Aeronautical Research Laboratory and

Professor at Cal., Tech since 1941; that he was special advisor to
&5]C, the Air Force in 1939; has served as consultant
0 various Iirms; an s held important positions with the Air Force

and NACA. In 1947, when interviewed in connection with an investi-
gation, Von Karman stated he was then Chairman of the Scientific
Advisory Board of the Commanding General of the Army Air Forces and
holder of the medal of Merit. His present address is believed to be
Scientific Advisory Board, Office of the Director of Research and
Development, Deputy Chief of Staff, U. S. Air Force, the Pentagon.

-
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The Air Force has advised that Kerman is employed as captioned
above but, in view of Karman's other work, it is not kmown if he is-
employed within the purview of Executive Order 9835 or if he is serving -
only in some Consultant capacity.

The Air Force has advised its files contain no information .

It is recommended that the Liaison Section ascertain from
the Department of the Air Force if Von Karman is an employee of the .
U. S. Government within the purview of Executiwe Order 9835, and, if
SO, it shovld be determined whether any action is desired concerning -
Von Karman under Executive Order ©835.
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In the January 1, 1951, issue of *Time® magazine, a photog:.!aph
of Dr. Vony Karman:appears together with an article which relates how .
Von Karman with four associates invested $8700 and established the
Aerojet Engineering Corporation of Agusa, California, As a result of
Von Karmant's kmowledge that rockets would be an important weapon, “the
article states that the Aerojet Company now has a $25,000,000 backlog
of orders and is planning a new $6,000,000 plant. It further states -
that much of Aerojet's experimental work is secret and that the firm

presently has ],600 emoloyees.

Recent Allegations received concerning Von Ka.rnan
&lﬂe )

By letter dated October L, 1950, the New York Office
furm.shed the Bureau and Los Angeles inforuation which had been
furnished them by G-2 who advised that in view of a news article
indicating Bureau interest toward scientists of questionable
political tendencies at Cal., Tech they were forwarding the
mation which had been extracted from their ca?e o b’] U

. Bufi

The extracted information reflected that CIC in Viemna,
ustria, had forwarded a letter dated April 1, 1948, which contained
ormation concerning Todar Karman that had been received from a

source rated as -#fairly reliable - possibly true.® According to
source, Todar Karman joined the Hungarian Commumist Party in
18 while working as Assistant Professor of Physics at a Technical
niversity in Budapest, Hungary. In 1919 s When the Communists
seized power in Hungary, Karman was appointed Deputy Commissar
of Cultural and Educational Affairs in charge of Higher Education.
He functioned in that capacity until late 1919 when the Communists
were routed by the Nationalist forces of Admiral Horthy. According
to the source, Karman then fled to Germany where he ‘settled at
Aachen and his membership was transferred to the German Communist
Party. Karman then lectured at the University of Aschen and in
1931 began trips to the United States to give short lecture courses
at the California Institute of Technology. After Hitler seized
power in Germany, Karman took up permanent residence in the
United States and became a regular Professor at Cal, Tech, During
the war, Karman engaged in research work in Aerodynamics for the
U. S. Army Air Forces and in 1945 was assigned toa position on
the research staff of an army-sponsored guided missile project,
a position which he retains to this date. It was the sources
belief that Karman covered up his Communist Party membership
then applying for a visa to the United States in 1931, (

o
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On the basis of the foregoing, Los Angeles was requested to
institute a thorough security investigation and was advised that the
investigation should be ceased and the Bureau aivised if it is de-
termined that Theodore Von Karman, whom the information apparently
related to, is a Federal employee., By letter dated November 10, 1950,
Los Angeles advised that Von Karman presently maintains an office in
the Pentagon and requested Washington Field Office to determine his
Federal employee status.

18, 1950, the chlcago Office advised that
teleoho i ik}
stated that he had been

biC
1D

information had been Tevzaled to the public,

By teletype dated January 9, 1951, WFO advised that
Von Karman maintains an office in the Pentagon with the Air
Force Scientific Advisory Board but that Air Force personnel
records show he terminated employment Januery 3, 19L6. WFO

- 1s attempting to clarify Von Karman's status.

Review of Bufileé re Von Karman

(1). Bureau Investigation

During the early 19L40t's Von XKarman was one of several
subjects of an espionage investigation which was based on an
allegation that foreigners, including Von Karman, had access to
a classified area at Cal Tech. Investigation of Von Karmzan
failed to show that he was disloyal and revealed that the
classified area was adequately guarded. (65-8943 Serial 2)

In September, 1940, the investigation was reopened
on the basis of an allegation received that one of the subjects
was pro-Nazi. The entire case file is devoted to the investi-
gation of that subject with the exception of some background
data determined regarding Von Karman and information furnished

r*
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the Bureau

Japanese i i b*,c/
The Japanese, when questione regarding the

s Would only s that he was a friend of Von Karpan!
information which appears in the file reflects thatw
ﬂad stated that a Japanese, T. Kodama, was Von

arman's gardner 0. though he was a structural engineer by

profession, ﬁtated that Von Karman brought home blue
prints from Cal. Tech and that the prints disappeared for days
at a time and that she had seen Kodama looking through Von Karmants
work and at the blue prints. The file reflects that Von Karman

was, at this time, a consultant for the National Defense Research
Committee at Cal. Tech. ( 100-64877 - 65-8943 )

g
as in irequent contact with members of the Soviet
Embassy 1in Washington and the Soviet Consulate in New York, He had
also been associated with Russian War Relief and the National
‘D’I O Council for American Soviet Friendship. The investigation further

reflected tha 9, March 7, March 22, April 3, April 2,
' and 25, 19i5 ,ws in contact witk Dr. Theod n Karmen
who was then 1 d with the irmy Air Forces g &g&)
: (100-292259 Serisls T5-8L-10Y and 118)

(L). Associztion wit}—
A As you are awa i 2nt of the Ios Angeles
L_ office has advised thamere membgrs of the
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' sdfuic]
-  Comrunist Party in na, Californiz, in 1939. A deporfation
] hearing concerning is pending st Jos "eloc 2o 2 recylt
information determi i i -

on &as
engaged

LY

a Tec s 1D
a military wezpon.
in private research at Cal, TEch under tre Qirec supervigi vy
an. In 1939, Von Kerman, as special advisor tc«.ﬂ
caused the Air Force to set up the Committee for "Rir
Corps Research cf the National Academy of Sciences tc sponsor
the cevelopment of rockets. Subsequently, a specizl laboratory
was set up uncder the direct sponsorship of the Guggenheim
Aeronautical Laberatory et Cai. Tech znd beczme lmovn &s the

l Jet Propulsion latoratory,

3
The group

1C/ Uacer Air Force sponscrship the leborztory grew znd in
1942 the terojet En ineering Com was formed to manufacture
the pilot models.

By letter dated Octcber 30, 195C, Los Angeles furnished
at ipt of a conversation which took place between Von Karman
and on Sertember 15, 1950. The conversation wes the result
of a telephone call placed by Von Karman from hi .

and 122)

. Possible Associati t_ ~xclassif
(5). Possible Association wi uﬂlgtﬁ‘\

-s presently the subjegt of an Internal Security - R q-8 .-&?

j |~ investigation bzsed on information furnished the Bureau Iiaison
e jve in England,

e e e -
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and ew York City, reflect that
b“ (/ the Institution for Muscle
esearch, < Avenue, New York City, and thet Von Karman is .

on the Scientific Advisory Board of that institution.
' ' (LO-8L4216 serial 11)

(6)e Association with Willizm Perl

As you are aware, Perl is the subject of an espionage
investigation bzsed on his associztions with Julius Rosenbe

Bureau investigation of Perl reflects that he wes Special
Assistant to Von Karman in New York City in 1947 and 1948 and as
such was entitled to confidential material of the NACA which was
furrnished Von Karman. On July 22, 19L7, Von Karmen, while in
Paris, forwardec a letter to NACA which requested NACA to send
information to Perl who was his technical assistant. In April,
1948, Perl, using Von Karman's staticnery, requested NACA to
furnish a document entitled "Index of NACA Classified Publications.®
The documents are described as a compilaiion of titles of material
and papers helpful in cetermining the advanced arezs of studies that
have been explored in heronautical Research. During the latter
part of 1950, Von Karman was interviewed regarding his associzticn
with Perl and stated that it was almost entirely related to his
lectures at Columbia University and Perl's studies. Von Karmen
stated he hacd no reason to question Perl's loyalty. Perl was
also em:loyed by Von Karman for a brief pericd at St. Louis on
unclassified research for a private concern in 1947.

+ (65-59312 Serisl S
» 65-58236 Serial 30L) ‘

RECOM-ENDATIONS :

(1). That the attached letter be furnished 0SI advising
ttem of recent allesgatiocns received concerning Von Karman.

(2). That Liaison orally advise 0SI as follows concerning
William Perl and his employment under Von Karman:

William Perl is the subject of a Bureau pending espicnage -
investigation which has determined that he was a classmate at the




e\

College of the City of New York of Julius Rosenberg, Morton Sobell,
and Joel Barr, FPerl is known to have continued his associstion with
these persons after leaving CCNY through meetings at an zpartment
which Perl rented in New York City. The Rosenberg esvicnege parallel
is known to have been comprised principally of Rosenberg's fellow
classmates at CCNY. Rosenberg and Sobell .are presently in custody
in New York City awaiting trial on espionage charges. Barr left
; this country in January, 1548, and is strongly suspected of having
_bzen a Soviet espicnage agent. It is noted thet on July 23, 1950,
Vivian Glessman, the former fiancee of Joel Barr, visited Perl in
Cleveland, Ohio, furnished him instructicns and offered him §2,000
to leave the United States and to flee tc Europe by way of Mexicoe.
At the time Perl informed the Bureau regarding this incident he
denied he had accepted the money and claimed no knowledge as to

the purpose of the contact or the identity of the rerson who sent him
the instructions. It is recalled that Davicd CGreenglass has stezted
that Rosenberg gave him similar instructicns and furnished him

with 5,000 to leave the country. The investigation of Perl

and Glassman is being continued. During the investigation,

it has been ascertzined thzt Perl worked for Von Karmen in 19L7
when Von Karman was a specizl consultant for Sverdrup and Parcel

on an unclzssified hAeronautical Research centract. It has also

been determined that in 1947 and 19L8 Perl worked under Von Karman
at Columbia University during which time Perl had access to classified
N&CL materizl which was sent Ven Karmen. Also that Perl reguested
certain classified material from NACA using Von Karmants stationery.
It is noted that Von Karman has been interviewed both &s a reference
for Perl and in connection with Perlts investigation. He advised
his association with Perl was almost entirely related to lectures

at Columbia University and Perlts studies there. Vcn Karman states
he had no reason to question Perlt's loyelty. There hzs been de-
termined no reascn during the investigzation to believe that Von
Karman is aware of any subversive activity in which Perl may have
engaged.

It is also recommended thet Liaison orally furnish
0SI the information in items 2, 3, and 5 hereinbefore set out
in this memorandum.

—
(3). That upon receipt of information that Von Karman -

is or is not employed by the U. S. Government, the following in-
vestigation of him be concducted:

oyalty investigation of him be conducted on the basis of recent

llegationse.
SEET

- & -

v ( a. If Von Karman is employed ty the Government, a
\
1

»




b, If he is not employed by the Government, it is
recommended that a discreet Imternel Security - R investigation .
e of Von Karman be conducted for the purpose of verifying or disproving .
e . [the allegation that he was a former member of the Hungarian and German s

Cormunist, Party, The investigation will be reguested tlE%gh G-2 051
who furnished the original -a}legation. estigation of Von Karman's .
present activities and contacts will be confined to the use of
reliable sources and discreet investigative techniques such as .

mail cover and toll call checks. In view of Von Karman's position, ’5
it is not recomrended that open inquiries concerning him be made

except through established sources until such time as his member-

ship in the Communist Party has been established,

: (L). That the attached letter be sent the field advising
o Y them of the action taken and informing them that they will be re-
@ |» quested to conduct the appropriate investigation after Von Karmants
iy QFederal employee status has been determined,
i

> bl |
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FROM : ¢ g mmmc&@ //A.A .
SUBJECT:  TrpopoRe ‘Yo kamian
INTERNAL SECURITY - R
PORPOSE:
ES \"; OSI advises that Von Karman is presently employed
& 5 by the Air Force as Chairman of the Scientific Advisory Board, _ .
E a > Room 4C-340, Pentagon. Von Karman is considered one of the '
8§§ world's leading aerodynamicists and has been employed at California .
=2 :—;;is Institute of Technology and United States Air Force since late = / .
S 19305 A recent report received from G-2 alleges that Todar Karman2 Sy
g ?j‘% who is apparently identical with Theodore Von EKarman, was Commissar. — / -/
§§'§ of Higher Education in Hungary in 1919, and later a member of the 2~
é&’u, German Communist Party. Bufiles reflect subject has been associated . SN
:é‘ﬂ," in aeronautical research with espionage subjects. However, no Y :
~<:r § information has been developed that his association was connected ée C
with their espionaze- activity: It is recommended that this matter /ﬁ\b P
be referred to the Loyalty Section in view of subject's status as P

a2 governnent employee.

BACKGROUND 2

Reference is made to my memorandum dated January 22,
1951, which furnished in detail information recently received
concerning subject and information developed during the course
of investigations involving persons who have been associated with
subject in aeronautical research. .

.
»

My memorandum edvised that subject was born May 11, -
1881, Hungary; entered the United States in 1930; and was naturalized
- in 1936. Since his entry into the United States, subject has been
employed as Director of the Guggenheim Aeroneutical Research Laboratory
at the California Institute. of Technology and as one of the world's 1
leading aerodynemicists. He has served as a consultant to the V\
National Advisory -Committee on Aeronautics and as Chairman of the Q’é
Scientifig Advisory Bogrd of the Commanding General of the Army Air P\} 'S
Force. He is also a holdé¥ of the Medal of Merit. A -
- o) S ‘ e { R
- My memorendurm ‘advised that the Bureau had received 5 g_“_j_-_-_-_
& receht report from G-2 which reflects that in 1948, a CIC investigation

r
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in Burope determined information from a source "fairly reliable -
possibly true™ that one Todar Karman, who is apparently identical

with subject was Commissar of Higher Education in Hungary after the
Commnist uprising in 1919. According to the source, Karman

fled to Germany the same year and continued as a member of the

German Communist Party. He then came to the United States where

he associated as a Professor withk the California Institute of
Technology and engaged in research work for the United States Argy‘kir
Force.

My memorandum- noted that Bufiles reflect that in 1941, -
subject was investigated on the basis of a report that German
al1ens at Caltech had access, to rest b

_ Bufiles further reflect
geronautical research

ask him for classified information.

B

ke,
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No evidence has been determined during the above ) o B
investigations that Von Karman is engagec in ' espionage activity.

My memorandum recommended the fumishing of pertinent
information in Bufiles to OSI with a request that CSI advise if
subject is employed by that Agency. It also recommended that in the
event subject is employed by OSI that a Loyalty investigation of ,
him be conducted and in the event he is not so employed, that the Lo

ddmrnar

Bureau institute a discreet Internal Security - R investigation. H

By letter dated January 30, 1951, OSI advised that
subject is presently employed by the Air Force as Chairman of the
Scientific Advisory Board, Room 4C-340, Pentagon. They also advised
that an electronic communicetion had been dispatched to Europe
requesting all available background data pertaining to Todar Karman
who is apparently identical with subject. _ : A

By memorandum dated February 3, 1951, pertinent
information concerning Von Karman was furnished the Department
in answer to a request by the Department as to wh eau b’]C/
had any information indicating that the cases of Perl
were related and whether the Von Karman in those cases was identical.

RECCMMENDATION:

In accordance with the information set out in my
memorandum of January 22, 1951, and in view of the fact that no
evidence of :espiondgs: activity on the part of Von Karman has
been developed in the various Bureau cases in which his name
is mentioned, it is recommended that this matter be referred to
the Loyalty Section for their consideration as to whether a Loyalty
investigation of Von Karman should be conducted in view of his
employnent with the United States ‘Government.
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STANDARD FORM NO. 66

Oﬂ‘i’ce Mz dum UNITED ST GOVERNMENT'.'

~T®  :  Mp, A, H Belmq{%’%\ 3{&;’ DATE: February 17, 1951 |
1!

FROM : ¢, H, Stanley o T ¢

Clegg,
P Glavin
SUBIECT:  THEQDORE, TON e —

Chairman ' . _ -

Scientific Advisory Board - » e
Department of the Air Force _ / T e
Washington, D.C. C A, ——

-LOYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES . ._. i

o eV A 5 7
FURPOSE: | BRI D |
- g €1 M AL IR : ;
~ To request that the Lm“s‘é‘&%{‘é‘g' ascertain from the s
Department of the Air Force if Von Karman is an employee of the - (: .

. S. Goverrment within the purview of Executive Order 9835, and, BN

if so, it should be determined whether any action is desired con-
cerning Von Farman under the provisions of Executiv '

BACKGROUND:

-~

) Von Karman, after his entry into the United ates in 1930,
was employed as Director of the Guggenheim Aeronautical Research -
Laboratory at the California Institute of Technology and is one of
the World's leading Aerodynamicists. Prior to 1947, he served as a
Consultant to the Netioral Advisory Committee for Aeronautics and <!
in 1947 he was made Chairman of the Scientific Advisory Board of oV
the Commanding General of the Department .of the Air Force and he is ¢ s
the holder of the Medal of Merit. | o ﬂ

. Information was recently received from G-2 indicating that
one Todar Karman was Commissar of Higher Education in Hungary after -
the Communist uprising in 1919, and was later a member of the Communist
Party in Germany. This information was furnished to the Air Force by
letter dated January 23, 1951, -~ :

- Air Force was also orally advised that information is’ con-' 4
tained in the files of the Bureau indicating Von Karman has associated -
in aseronautical. research at the Californi 3 10102y b"d
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March 14, 1951
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. Reference is made to Bulet dated Jamuary 23, :
. 1951, which advised that trformatton {n Bureax ffles S
concerning subjeet Rad deen made ecvalladble to OS5I at = -
Nashington and the Field would be furnished trstructions :
concerning the tnvestigation of subject upon receipt of -
iufornat(t,on Jrom 0SI as to subject’s Federal employee
status., ' _ L '

S e Bureau -was advised by” i
W%unuri_ntdugemc Dt on, ¥
ol, that ¥For Karman, as Chairman of the Scientific Ad- _

E . visory Board, Department of the Aér For ce, maintains an _
& off 1 e Pentagon Building at Washkington. -Accornding :
351 to“ Yon Xarman 18 patd on a contract basis and b—l(/ :
gfg«; L ¥ erefore mot on the Air Force payroll or. subje , o
. ﬁn.g Loyalty investigation under Erecutfve Order 983S.. :

%,‘?4 has further advised that subject is still employed by the
s357Ef  Caltfornia Institute of. Technology and requested that the

_8’15,- Los Angeles m
X e >
RECORDED 52:Dtrector, I'BI7' 5’?5 ~ /f;{‘, .

" THEODORE VON KARMAN ¢ -, SE _
INTERNAL SECURITY ~ R. .=

£, - -— S

R I

-

f5%  Bureau conduct en Internal Security - R investigation of -
$35.9  subject. #Ma also advised that 0SI is conducting o

aas - immediate Tnvesilgation in Burope for the purpese of a
a‘g developing background tnformatien concerning Todar Xarman '
¢ for the purpose of attempting to definitely establish -~

that Todar Xarmam ts tdentical with subjfect.

- fvu'glv_rudtton available to the Bureau cgnégrutag A -
Theodore Von Xarmen reflects that_he has deen a.-Professor L4
of Aeromautics at the Californts Insttitute of ﬁ‘é‘haologg-’_ g%;‘@

-

.=
0
e
gince his arrtval in the United Siates fn 1930 with the
. exception of shert pertods of employment fn other parts :
ARRTES 0 4 of the United States. . Since 1936, he haz been casc tedq?},

:";'3';’;{‘ 14 1051 : closely in aeronautical reseg : b

R s ]
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100-372586

- - tu T Chicage
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r ” durtng a recent {ntervie
aavised that he had deen sent to
b/]D b1C _The Yon Karman fer 'ﬂc o
dccording to ]
s en old Priead. & noted that
g are the subjects of Los Angeles secur
H gavions, ) ) - .

. , 48 you are gware, G-2 has now furnished f{nformation
- concerning one Todar Karmanm, mhich alleges that Tedar Xgrman
was appointed Deputy Commissar of Cultural dnd Educatfonral
Affaire in charge of higher education after the Communlst
uprising in Hungary during 1019. The information alse
alleges that Todar Karman later fled from Hungary to Germany
where he continued hfs membdership tn the Communist FParty. ‘
.On the basts of information furnished by the Los Angeles
Office, as a result of an INS record check, made by Los
Angeles tn August of 1941 in connection with a previous
investigation of Ver Xarman, tt appears that Todar Karma

and Theodore Forn Karman are ifdentical. (~ -

me -

On the basis of the foregoing informaiton, Los
4Angeles ts being destgnated office of origtn and {s {n-
structed to conduct ar fmmedfateland thorough Interaal
Security -~ R investigation ef Theodore ¥om Xarman., The
tnvestigation s to be discreet and conftned gt this time
: to the use of euoch discreet sources as toll call checks,
- " mafl covers, apet physfcal surdefllances, and iaterviews - . -
, with established sources of i{nformation only. A4ll reports
! are to be submitied promptly amnd are to be preparsd Im
accordance with existing regulations concerning dissemination.
. . - et T o . ¢

‘ The Fashington Fteld Office ts to conduct the
same type fnvestigation of Von Karman durfng his presemce
in ¥ashington, D, C. In the event f{t is subsegquently
determined that Von Karmam spends the greater part of his
tize in Washington, the Washington Field Offtce will be
designated by the Bureau as offfce of origin. It fs noted

S . that the Nachingtom Field Office ts presently {mn the process

of tnterviewing Theodore Yom Xarman in connectfom with the

R
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. being made and any addtifonal pertinent information net .

. L ey m
-t - P s
4 ' L

1§17 / ation tivh1110n Perl. The Bureaw does not desfre
tha G
in

with Yon Xarmam concerning Ferl be held -
ance as. & result of the independent tavestigation of
Instituted, | = TS

“Yow Xarman whfchk 1s mow

: New York fs to fimmediately contact G2 Feadguartere,
New Iork City, for the plrpose of deteraining the fdentfty of .
the CIC informant who furnfshed the taformation comcerning. =
Todar Karman tm order that the frformant can be reintervieved
by Bureau sources or OSI in Europe Jor all tnformation tn o
his possession concerning Todar Xarman or Theodore Vom Karman.
FNew York ereine from G-2 whether the frvestf-
gation of Mﬂ&t!oud in New York letter dated -
October 4, » 8 IR any way related to the {nvestfgation o
of ¥on Xarman. There fs attached Jor New York a copy of the :
€-2 report conceratng Von Keraan, which New York forwcrded the
Bureau In connection with tts letter of October &4, 1950, 4 .

Photostatic copy te alse attached SJor the information of the .
¥ashington Field Offtee. - : . ,

- On the basts of a previously conducted review of ¥
the Bureau files, tt appears that Los Adngeles (s In the
bossession of all pertinernt information concerning Theodere
Yon Xarman. A current review of Burean files te, however,

[N

availaoble to Loe Angéles will be Jurnished.

-4 check of Central Offtce records of INS at WNash-
ington is béfng made dy the Buregu concerning Todar Xarman te
determine whether it is pessidble that Todar Xirmarn and _
Theodore Von Xarmanm are not tdemtical. It is noted that INS e
records concerning Theodore Yom Xarmam kave already ‘been checked :-
by Los 4Angeles tm comnectton with thefr previous Investfgatfom .-
of subject. A photograph of Vea Karmam which appeared i{n the
January 1, 1951, tssue of Time Ragazine fe betng copied at
the Bureau ond will be furnfshed los Angeles and tnterested

" offices.

The Burecu ts alse determining from fts Jtles the o
ideniity pfpersons who are known to have held offtctal S
posttions in the Hungarian Communist Government of 1919 and tf
deemed appropriate, will set out leads requesting the inter-
view of those persons concerning subfect. The results o/ the
OS5I txupttigaXisn now being conducted ia Europe will be made
le when/ridcdtved at the Pureau. SR
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Office. Menzor anduym -

Mr. A. H. Relmontt

To 'z?,,

FROM : V. P, Keax}/;chzz:_;k

X s B

SuBjECT: THEODORE’ VON KARMAN
Chairman-

Scientific Advisory Board
Department of the Air For
Washington, D. C.

LOYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPL

UNITED ST.TES GOVERNMENT

-

pDATE: Februzry 28, 1951

Telson
iact
Clegg
Glavin
Nichele
' Hoser
i:f Harbo -
¢ Belwont
«”\ worr
Tele. Koo
Yease
vendy,

|

ce

|

OYEES

I

By memorandum dated February-17, 1951, addressed

to you by Mr. C. H. Stanley,
Liaison Section ascertain fro
Force if Von Karman is an em

within the purview of

shouldé be Ceterwined whether any action is

Order 9835,

Von Karman under Executive

b1C,

R
R
>

requestea -
recuested that the investig
Internal Security rether t
Employees.
Karman is connzcted w

nolozy and is Cheir:

wn of t

Executive Orcer 9335

- an investiga

hen
This request wz

it was recommended that the

m the Department of the Air
ployee of the U. S. Government
enc, if so, it
cesired concerning

tion be mace o ocn Karmsn bu

&tion be under the heading of
the Loyzlty of Government

based on the fact that Von

-
o

ith the California Institute of Tech-

he Scientific Ldvisory Bowrd.

~

22id _on a consn

3
18

under Executive Order
if possible, it would
be made under the Inte
connection they noted
tically all classified
and is an outstanding. t

e VATION CONTMNQ
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

ALL INFORM
DAT

"not directly concerne
investigation,

ESS:bsh 0

L
o-%r
AR

.
(o] . ’

1tant—besis

3 et Ul =) ﬁ”’a
4 j A2 v 9 - 4 X0r Y
stzted that there is some do
lmne as to whethner it is preper to investicete Von Karman

ubt at this

9835 and stated that in any event,
preferable for the investigetion to
rnal Security character.
that Von Karman has access
information in Air
echnician.
conduct the investigation under 983
the information developed would of
Force throuch the 'Civil Service Co
d would have

In this '
to prac«*&ﬁii/
Force Headquarters -

They pointed out that. to

5, which may not be appropriate,
necessity be passed to Air
mmission and many individuals
access to pge_rQ§u;§§_of the

. o o
, )
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HECOMVENDATION:

It is recommended ‘that this memorandum be refesrred
to the Lovaltv Section for its informetion and tnen to the

' Lo Security 3Section for aporoprlate investigation.
kj1<L/ recuested that evs ry effort be made to trace Ticodore
/

b1c

von XKeérmzn's immizretion and naturalization records in order
% they can be compcared with. the im: dzrevtion enad netvursli-
ion recoras of Todsr “gzman,wno was Commissioner oI nigher
ucation in Hungary, in order that it can be determined
‘hethier the two individuals are cor are not the same.
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..O]ﬁc.e Mmf- -

T0 : DIKECTOR, FEI
&Lﬁ%& : SLC, VFO

SUBJECT: n»n:oi,oﬁr'“'wu\‘ TARLN
INTINA IRITY - C

UNITED

_OVERNMENT

OATE: February 6, lj c1

Tufile 100-372586 and 65-8942

: From a review of the information pre- -

sently available to the WFQ, it would anie(r *
that the 5@ CIC-D) VOK 8.0l ’L. subject of v Qs

10C-275586, =nd the THICDOHE VO KAMEN, s 8 B

ject of Bufile 65-8942, are probebly identical. | I
/ ) *

This is being brought to the Buréau's D

ctitention &s this ofice 1is not ow

whether o» not this identificati on hhw heen

‘macde. RUC

cc: Los ingles

65-1936

JEH:dep
100-22923

A’J‘{,”ﬁ, TN CONTAINED

el
66 MAR 2 2 192t

e zs to i ~£;;




& B o Y L .
. Mr. Glavin _
‘ ) - ’ ) Mr. Nichols )
Cee scl . o R N Mr. Rosen :
o 100-22923 ' “;?mcr , -
° - Harbo a
T WASHINGTON FIELD 1=9-51 1215 PM " DEFERRED Mr.Mohr -
' - ‘ ' ’ . ' ) -7 Tele. Room e
i IRECTOR, FBI S AL INFORMATION CONTAIED
i | - " HEREW IS UNCLASSIFI 4
| O © e st |1 Y
/ "HEO]DRE VON KARMAN, SM Cg (BUFIIE 100-372586) RE_LCS AN ES I

~ NOV. 10, 1950 AND CLINEIAND LETTER JAN. 5, 1951.

l/ PENTAGON, WASHINGTON, D.C., SHOW THAT ON SEPT. 1S, :
o \ . . .

OF INS, LOS ANGEIES, commc_

e vou ki arraprn covac D

STATING VON KARMAN gy
; LEAVING FOR EUROPE AND VERY NECESSARY THAT HE BE PERMITTED TO TAIK WITH
51C B s s s regesr.
!
VON KARMAN MATNTATNS OFFICE IN //s
-

1
N
PENTAGON, WITH ATR FORCE scmmmc ADVISORY BOARD, WHICH ADVISED NOT. ;,7, 1950 B

.
iy :

U
a' e TERMIFATED JAN., 3, 1946. EFFORTS TO CIARIFY STATUS CONTINUING.
S 2
‘_-4: - . .
Eé‘ D CC - Chicago by Mail
a CC = Los Angeles by Mail ‘
o § 'CC - New York by Mail RELOR
o) @ CC - Cleveland by Mail -
} o - g
./ﬁ"-d«(.-?,;,.,,c.. s
i e '
/‘ ‘ lP‘d*(‘ {' f:‘ * M’W ‘
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